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KILNS IN ALBANIA

An overview

The archaeological excavations undertaken in Albania since
the Second World War have very often offered new evidence
for the existence of kilns for pottery as well as for construc-
tion materials. The recorded evidence ranges from classical
antiquity until the late medieval period. However, the ma-
jority of the published sources give evidence for wasters or
indirect traces for the presence of kilns. There are only four
cases where actual structures of kilns have been found and
analyzed but only in two out of four cases is this analytical
study accompanied by any illustration.

This contribution aims to give an overview of the direct
and indirect information concerning the existence of kilns in
the territory of Albania, producing a distribution map of their
presence. The published evidence is further extended by in-
formation offered by recent discoveries in Durrés and Gramsh.

Secondary sources on the presence of Kilns (fig. 1)

In 1949 was published the first information on the presence
of a considerable amount of bricks and tiles in the southern
part of the settlement of Gurézezg, as well as the presence
of bricks stamped HAIRENOS!. The documentation of this
find as well as the traces of red soils around the structures,
made it possible for the Albanian archaeologists to identify
a whole quarter with workshops, which remains still
unexcavated.

A report on the Albanian-Soviet excavations in 1958 in
the ancient site of Apollonia mentions the finding of a die
used for stamping inscriptions, fragments of a kiln and iron
waste, as well as the foundations of a kiln used for firing the
pottery®. Similarly, in 1976 in Apollonia was found a dump
of a pottery kiln, which was subjected to chemical analyses®.

At the castle of Irmaj (dated 4™ cent. BC-1*t AD) have
been identified tile wasters of the 2" cent. BC—-1* cent. AD.
Furthermore the author suggests the identification of a kiln
presence. This site is identified with Kodrion, a city of the
Illyrian tribe of Dassaretii, mentioned by Polybius (5,108,2,8)
and Livy (31,27,1-5)*

In 1973 at the ancient settlement of Klos, identified with
Nikaia were recorded waster remains and kiln-spacers. Con-
cerning these remains, the author of the report suggests the
presence of a Hellenistic kiln®.

In c. 1974, at the city of Berat, were found a number of
wasters of pans and plates®. During the same period, at
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Fig. 1. Map of Albania.
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Fig. 2. Map of Durrés.

Gradishté e Symizés, were also recovered several pottery
wasters’.

The archaeological excavation at the Illyrian centre of
Dimal, offers wasters of the Hellenistic period®. Furthermore,
fragments of wasters have also been reported at Selcé e
Poshtme?®.

At Durrés (fig. 2,1) has been found the waste dump of a
pottery workshop, obviously producing ‘Megarian bowls’ as
a primary product. In addition to the considerable amount of
wasters, several moulds used for the production of the bowls
were also found. In the distribution map, published by the
author, are indicated another two points where traces of pot-
tery kilns were found, however any further explanation is
missing'’. In Durrés is also mentioned the presence of moulds
used for producing lamps with appliqué decoration'!.

The kilns

The first published kiln was found in 1971 at Kug i Zi. It
measured 3m long and 2m wide. The firing chamber was
separated from the combustion chamber by a platform con-
structed of bricks, placed over four double piers joined by
arches (fig. 3, after Komata 1971). This substructure was
also built of bricks, measuring 0.36/0.38 x 0.06/0.08m. The
only bonding material was clay. The pavement separating
both spaces is pierced by five lines of holes, parallel with
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each other with N-S orientation. The combustion chamber
has two stoke-holes, on the east and west sides, 0.60—0.80m
in height. The author suggests that this kiln was used for
firing construction material, possibly dated during the 4%—
1* centuries BC.'?

In an article on the survey of 1974 undertaken in the
Gjirokastra district, village of Erind, are reported several
objects dated in the 3-2" centuries BC as well as the re-
mains of two kilns of conical shape. The outer faces of the
kilns were built out of small stones bonded with clay. One
of them survived to a height of 1.5m with the diameter of
the lower base being 0.60m and the top diameter 0.30m®3.
No finds are illustrated by the author.

In 1984 were published the results of the excavation at
the medieval site of Mashkjezé where a pottery kiln was
identified. This was semicircular with an inner diameter of
2m. The walls, with a width of 0.60-0.70m, were made out
of small stones and tile fragments bonded with clay. The
inner part had a gradual closure with vaults constructed of
bricks bonded with clay. In total, the kiln was 2m high. The

7 Lera 1974,90.

8 Dauras 1976, 153.

®  Ceka 1972, 176.

10" Hiprr 1976 fig.1.

" Myrro 1987, 251.

12 Komata 1971, 264-266.
3 BubpiNa 1974, 359.
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Fig. 3. Kiln in Kug i Zi (after Komara 1971).

Fig. 4. Kiln in Durrés (after PANI/Papajant 1986).

kiln pavement was flattened with clay placed over a layer of
stones and bricks. It was constructed prior to the construc-
tion of the medieval city wall of the 13" century.'

The best published documentation followed by a detailed
description is offered in a report of 1986, concerning a pot-
tery kiln found in Durrés. It was located in the north-west-
ern part of the city, near the hill side of Currila. The kiln had
a quadrangular shape (fig. 2,2; 4), measuring 4 x 3m and
1.2m in height. It was composed of two parts, the combus-
tion chamber and the firing chamber, divided by a horizon-
tal floor made out of unfired bricks (for this reason the au-
thors suggest the kiln was never used), placed over a group
of seven parallel lines of wall. The upper closure of the spaces
was constructed out of unfired bricks (0.37 x 0.23 x 0.07m,

0.47 x 0.26 x 0.05m, 0.44 x 0.21 x 0.08m) bonded with
clay. There are no details given, concerning the small finds
recovered from the area of the kiln."

Current information
During an abusive excavation in c. 2000, in the city of Durrés,
remains of a kiln structure for producing tiles and table ware

was demolished (fig. 2.3). It was possible to document only
parts of its structure: parts of the combustion chamber, parts

14 Mucas 1984.
15 PANI/PAPAIANI 1986.
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Fig. 5. Kiln in Hostenth (photo A. S. Ballolli).

of two unidentified spaces, a pile of tiles, some bearing
stamps. The surviving part of the combustion chamber con-
sisted of a brick wall 0.07-0.09m high, bonded and plas-
tered with clay, vitrified as a result of firing. The upper part
of this wall was arched. The remaining spaces, partly pre-
served, were made out of bricks 0.44 x 0.08/0.09m, bonded
with clay. The recorded pottery fragments dated this work-
shop in the 1* century BC, however the stamped tiles offer a
date not later than c. 30 B.C, corresponding to the period
when Dyrrachium became a Roman colony!®.

Furthermore, as a result of abusive excavation within the
city of Durrés the structure of another workshop, also located
in the hillside area of Currila, was demolished (fig. 2,4).

During the rescue excavations in the city centre, there
were found terracotta moulds and terracotta dumps (dated
in the 32" century BC) as well as related structures sug-
gested to have been used for producing pottery during the
23" centuries AD. (fig. 2,5)

At Lezha, further northwards along the coast, have been
found tripods, used as spacers between the objects within
the kiln, as well as wasters.

At Phoinike in the extreme south of the country, recent
excavation have yielded a mould for producing “Megarian”
bowls'”.

In 2006, at the village of Hostenth (Gramsh), near the
castle of Irmaj, was recorded the presence of four kilns, dif-
fering in shape and size. The first kiln (fig. 5-6) was found
casually by a villager named Abedin Sabri Ballolli. Based
on his photos as well as on a preliminary evaluation of the
site, its measurements should have been 1.9/2.0 m x 2.0/2.1
m. The upper part of the combustion chamber was clearly
distinguished, having an arched shape, with a perforated floor
above as well as an oval opening for the stoke-hole.

The second (unexcavated) kiln is easily distinguished in
an eroded part of the terrain. The floor over the combustion
chamber is circular, 70% preserved, 1.8m wide and 1.1m high.
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Fig. 6. Kiln in Hostenth (photo A. S. Ballolli).

From the third kiln we were able to identify only the
holes in the floor of the firing chamber, with a diameter of
0.08-0.10m, set 0.12—0.17m apart. The lines of holes stand
0.20m from each other (fig. 7).

The fourth kiln could not be located; however the same
persons who discovered the first kiln confirmed its presence.

The impossibility of finding any pottery fragments made
it difficult to suggest any possible date concerning these kilns.
Finally, it is worth remembering that at the castle of Irmaj
(dated in the 4™ century BC-1* century AD), there has been
found evidence for the presence of kilns.'®

Except for the city of Durrés, where the finds are abun-
dant, the overall information for the rest of the sites, is not
really sufficient to allow any conclusive suggestion concern-
ing dating evidence for the presence of kilns, chronological
evolution or their products.

The finds from Durrés demonstrate that the production
of pottery vases was primarily concentrated outside the city
wall, in the clay hill area of Currila. It is only one docu-
mented case for the production of pottery within the city.
Regarding the chronology of these finds, it seems that the
majority of them relate to the 3™ — 1** centuries BC, docu-
menting a notable absence during the Roman period.

However, this is a preliminary effort to try and suggest
ideas for the distribution of kilns as well as to attract atten-
tion for any further archaeological project.

Addendum:

During a survey in June 2009 in the settlement of Gurézezé
it was possible to discover four more pottery kilns, partially
preserved.

16 E. Sueni 2007.
7 GaMBERINI/VECCHIETTI 2008.
18 PrenpI/BuUDINA 1972, 31-32.



Bibliography

ANAMALI 1949
Brravarski/IsLami 1960

Bupina 1974

Ceka 1972

Dautas 1976
GAMBERINI/VECCHIETTI 2008

Hipbrr 1976
Komata 1971
LErA 1974

Mucas 1984
Myrto 1987
Pani/Papaiant 1986

Paraiant 1974

PreEnDI/BubpINa 1972
Suenr 2007

Spanru 1975
ToLE ET AL. 1984

KILNS IN ALBANIA: AN OVERVIEW

Fig. 7. Kiln in Hostenth.

S. ANamALL, Vjosa dhe gendrat antike né luginén e saj. Bul. Inst. Shkencave 4, 1949, 53-65.

V. D. Brravarskl, S. IsLami, Gérmimet né Apolloni dhe Orik gjaté vitit 1958. Bul. Univ. Shtetéror t&
Tiranés 1, 1960, 51-112.

DH. Bupina, La carte archéologique de la vallée du Drinos. Iliria 3, 1974, 355-392.

N. Ceka, La ville illyrienne de la Basse-Selce. Iliria 2, 1972, 167-216.

B. Daurtas, Aspekte té jetés ekonomike né Dimal. Iliria 6, 1976, 147-163.

A. GamBERINVE. VEccHIETTI, Economia e produzione dell’Epiro settentrionale in eta ellenistica: i
materiali ceramici. In: 5™ Colloque International sur I'Illyrie Méridionale et I’Epire dans I’ Antiquité,
Grenoble 8—11 octobre 2008 (in press).

H. Hipri, Gjurmé t€ njé punishteje geramike né Dyrrah. Iliria 6, 1976, 245-258.

D. Komarta, Zbulimi i njé furre t€ vjetér né Kug t€ zi. liria 1, 1971, 263-268.

P. LErA, Rezultatet e gérmimeve arkeologjike t& vitit 1974 né Gradishtén e Symizés. Bul. Ark. 5,
1974, 90.

S. Mucal, Qyteza mesjetare e Mashkiezés. Iliria 1, 1984, 254-255.

H. Myrro, Gérmimet arkeologjike t& vitit 1987. Iliria 2, 1987, 250-251.

G. Pani, L. Parajani, Njé furré antike né Durrés dhe probleme té zhvendosjes sé saj. Monumentet 1,
1986, 15-24.

L. Parasant, GErmimet arkeologjike t€ vitit 1973 né qytetin ilir né fshatin Klos t€¢ Mallakastrés. Bul.
Ark. 4, 1974, 95-101.

F. Prenpi, DH. Bupina, Kalaja e Irmajt. Iliria 2, 1972, 21-60.

E. SueHI, Contributo per la topografi di Dyrrachium (III secolo a.C.-IV secolo d.C.). Journal Ancient
Topogr. 17, 2007, 159-208.

H. Spaniu, Rezultatet e gérmimeve t€ viteve 1974 né kalané e Beratit. Bul. Ark. 5, 1975, 77-87.
Du. TotE, F. Stamari, N. CELA, Studimi kimiko-statisikor i geramikeés s€ njé punishteje t&€ Apolonisé.
Iliria 2, 1984, 237-246.

59






