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EASTERN IMPORTS IN THE AGER TERGESTINUS

In 2002 archaeological rescue excavations at Skolarice near
Spodnje Skofije (close to Koper) revealed a part of an ex-
tensive architectural complex — a roman villa rustica with
baths and a wine and olive oil production area.' Only the
area for the new motorway under construction was exca-
vated. Due to intense farming and the creation of terraces in
modern times some of the archaeological layers have been
almost entirely destroyed.

This site was occupied from the first half of the 1% to the
mid of the 5% century AD. The villa lies close to colonia
Tergeste/Trieste (8 km), in the hinterland of the Koper bay
(fig. 1 site 42). The main Istrian road from Tergeste to Pola
(via Flavia) passed just underneath the villa, where it crossed
the river RiZana — or Formio as it was known in antiquity.
The precise route of the road in this area was confirmed by
the excavations carried out in the winter of 2002/2003. At
these excavations two roads that joined the main road from
the west and east (i.e. the villa in Skolarice) and a Roman
graveyard at the roadside were discovered.? Good links with
the town of Tergeste were provided also by the proximity of
the sea and the probable port in nearby Sermin.?

The ager tergestinus had trade relations with the Eastern
Mediterranean already from prehistoric times onwards; how-
ever these were especially strong during the Roman period.
Such relations are also confirmed by the ceramic material
discovered at Skolarice.*

Eastern Sigillata B2 (ES B2) was produced in the west-
ern part of Asia Minor, or to be more precise, in the vicinity
of Tralles (today Aydin) in the valley of the river Meander
from the Flavian period to the 2™ century.’

ES B2Sfragments represent a significant portion of the
sigillata ware at Skolarice, for they represent approximately
25% of the entire sigillata ware from the 1% and 2™ century.
ES B2 ware is characterised by a porous clay rich in mica as
well as a matt and soapy orange slip. The most frequent form
at Skolarice is the Hayes 60 dish, which is present only in the
later version (fig. 2,1.3). This is followed by the contempo-
rary Hayes 80 cup (fig. 2,2.9) and Hayes 76 cup (fig. 2,4),
present in both types, both its smaller earlier variant A and
the larger later variant B. Fragments belonging to the Hayes
62 dish (fig. 2,8) and Hayes 74 cup (fig. 2,11) were also found
as well as similar Hayes 63 (fig. 2,5) and Hayes 75 forms (fig.
2,7.10). Other forms appear only sporadically. The base frag-
ment fig. 2,6 probably belongs to a rare Hayes 77 dish. The
base of a Hayes 76B cup has a stamped palmette while the

base of a Hayes 71 cup or a smaller Hayes 60 dish (fig. 2,12)
bears a rosette.

The high degree of homogeneity of terra sigillata
Tardopadana (TSTP) throughout its production prevents a fine
chronological comparison of the variations in the relationship
between TSTP and ES B2. The quantity relation between TSTP
fragments and ES B2 fragments in Skolarice is 60:40. Most of
the TSTP fragments belong to its formal group A, while the
share of the formal group B of TSTP production, the produc-
tivity of which peaked during the first half of the 2™ century, is
very low.” Because its production is simultaneous with the ES
B2 production we can assume that ES B2 established itself at
Skolarice and in the Northern Adriatic in the same period.

I A. Trenz/M. Novsak, Villa rustica na lokalitetu Skolarice na trasi
autoputa Klanec-Ankaran. Histria Antiqua 12, 2004, 77-84. —
ZERJAL 2005.
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in zgodnjerimska naselbina v severozahodni Istri. A Prehistoric
and Early Roman Settlement in Northwestern Istria. Opera
Instituti Archaeologici Sloveniae 3 (Ljubljana 1997).
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stratigraphic data, in a monographic publication of the Archaeol-
ogy on Slovene Motorways (Arheologija na avtocestah Slovenije)
series. I would like to thank Alfred A. Trenz (Institute for the
Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia, Regional Office in
Piran) and Matjaz NovSak (Arhej d.o.0.) who kindly entrusted
me with the analysis of the pottery finds. Drawings were done by
Dragica Knific Lunder (Institute for Archaeology at ZRC SAZU),
Katarina Vladimirov and Darja Ciri¢ (Arhej d.o.0.). The map was
drawn by mag. Saso Poglajen (Harpha Sea d.o.0). The article is
part of the junior researcher training programme at the Institute
for Archaeology at ZRC SAZU under the mentorship of dr. Jana
Horvat, financed by the Ministry of Higher Education, Science
and Technology of Republic of Slovenia.
Haves 1985, 49. — G. ScHNEIDER, Chemical and mineralogical stud-
ies of late Hellenistic to Byzantine pottery production in the East-
ern Mediterranean. RCRF Acta 36, 2000, 532. — J. Lunp, Eastern
sigillata B: a ceramic fine ware industry in the political and com-
mercial landscape of the Eastern Mediterranean. In: C. Abadie
Reynal (ed.), Les Ceramiques en Anatolie aux epoques
hellenistique et romaine. Actes de la Table Ronde d’Istanbul 23—
24 Mai 1996. Varia Anatolica XV, 2003, 125-136.
We have used the Haves 1985 classification.
7 S.ZABEHLICKY-SCHEFFENEGGER, Terra sigillata tardo-padana. RCRF
Acta 31/32, 1992, 415-443. — E. ScHINDLER-KAUDELKA/U. FASTNER/
M. GRUBER, Italische Terra Sigillata mit Appliken in Noricum.
Osterr. Akad. Wiss. Phil.-Hist. KI. Denkschr. 298. Arch. Forsch. 6
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Fig. 1. Northern Adriatic area — sites with ES B2 O, Corinthian Roman relief bowls + , ECW x, MRA3/LRA3 O: 1 Ajdovs¢ina/

Fluvio Frigido/Castra, 2 Aquileia, 3 Bakar, 4 Brijuni, 5 Castions di Strada, 6 Cividale, 7 Fizine, 8 Fontana, 9 Grotta di Mitreo,

10 Grotta Alessandra at Monte Grmada, 11 Grosuplje, 12 Hrusica/Ad Pirum, 13 Ilovik, 14 Tutizzo, 15 villa Joannis, 16 Katoro,

17 Kringa, 18 Krk, 19 Ledine pri Novi Gorici, 20 Ljubljana/Emona, 21 Loron, 22 Lucinico, 23 Medulin, 24 Nerezine, 25

Nezakcij, 26 Omisalj, 27 Osor, 28 Palazzolo, 29 Piran, 30 cave Podmol pri Kastelcu, 31 Predloka, 32 Premantura, 33 Pula/

Pola, 34 Rijeka, 35 Rodik, 36 Savudrija, 37 Sclaunicco, 38 Simonov zaliv, 39 Sivigliano, 40 Sorna, 41 S. Vito di Tagliamento,
42 Skolarice, 43 §tanjel, 44 Stramare, 45 Trieste/Tergeste, 46 Udine, 47 Uvala Vestar, 48 Villanova di Farra.

ES B2 has been found at numerous Adriatic sites. Re-
gardless of certain early contributions® that were dedicated
to the import of eastern sigillatas, numerous examples have
not been recognised.

One of the most important sites is represented by the sunken
merchant ship at cape IzmetiSte on the Pakleni islands in cen-
tral Dalmatia. This ship carried a mixed cargo of rough-cut
stone products, Greek amphorae Dr. 24 from Cos, as well as
larger quantities of ES B2 and Aegean cooking-ware (over 3,000
examples were found). J. Isteni¢ places the sinking of the ship
in the last quarter of the 1 century or the first half of the 2™
century at the latest.” The entire spectrum of the Izmetiste ship-
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wreck cargo is thereby represented at Skolarice, which illus-
trates the import of ES B2 into the Adriatic.

Within the ships kitchenware ES B2 was also found on
the shipwreck off Ilovik near the island of LoSinj. This ship
carried a cargo of Italian amphorae from Forlimpopoli that
date to approximately 120 AD.!°

8 MAKIANIC 1983. — MaseLLl ScotTi 1987. In the last decade the
following authors also dealt with the imports of Eastern sigillatas:
MaGa1/Starac 2000; Jurisic 2000, 30-34; ZeriaL 2005.

®  B.ILAKOVAC, Keramika iz anti¢kog broda potonulog kod Paklenih
otoka. Diadora 4, 1968, 183-202: datirano v 1.pol. 2. st. — JURISIC
2000, 32-34, 65. — ISTENIC/ScHNEIDER 2000, 341.

10 Jurisic 2000, 33, 65 (with earlier bibliography).
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Fig. 2. Villa at Skolarice. Fragments of ES B2. Scale 1:3.

Eastern Sigillata B is present at all the important Adri-
atic ports of Salona," Narona,”? Ravenna® and Aquileia.'*
It was also found in numerous excavations in the Istrian
towns of Pola (in the town and the burial site at Campus
Martius)*® and Tergeste, where a very high, 60-70 %, share
of Eastern sigillata was observed during the excavations con-
ducted behind the Roman theatre.'¢ In the context of the first
half of the 2™ century in domus on Piazza Barbacan in Trieste,
ES B2 represents most of the sigillate ware, while in the
context of the second half of the 2™ century only the later
examples of Hayes form 60 can be found.'’

In the northern Adriatic ES B2 can be found especially
in the coastal area: in the Istrian villas of Loron near Pored¢,'®
Brijuni,” ViZula at Medulin and its burial site Burle,® in the

""" Ibid. 34 (with earlier bibliography).

12 M. Topi¢, Stolno posude i glinene svjetiljke iz Augusteuma
Narone. Vjesnik Arh. i Hist. Dalmatinsku 95, 2003, 192.

13 M. G. MaioLi, Appendice 1. Classe. La cultura materiale. In: G.
SUSINI (ed.), Storia di Ravenna 1. L’evo antico (Ravenna 1990)
422.

14 MaseLLt Scorti 1987, 215. — P. VENTURA, Terra sigillata orientale.
In: M. Verzar-Bass (ed.), Scavi di Aquileia. L’area a est del Foro.
* Rapporto degli Scavi 1988. Studi e ricerche sulla Gallia Cis-
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alpina 3 (Aquileia 1991) 114-118. — Ip., Terra sigillata orientale.
In: M. Verzar-Bass (ed.), Scavi di Aquileia. L’area a est del Foro.
** Rapporto degli Scavi 1989-91. — Studi e ricerche sulla Gallia
Cisalpina 6 (Aquileia 1994) 121-125. — MaNbruzzaTo/Tiussl/
DEecGrasst 2000, 361.

R. Martuasi¢, Campus Martius. Anticka nekropola izmedu
Premanturske i Medulinske ulice u Puli. Monogr. i katalozi 8
(Pula 1991). — Maca1/Starac 2000.

MaseLLt Scortt 1987, 217-220. ES B2 was also amongst the
material found during the excavations at the location Bosco
Pontini and in the museum courtyard.

MaASELLI ScotTI/DEGRASSI/MIAN 2003, 44-46.

Maacal/Starac 2000. — P. Magat, La ceramica fine da mensa. In:
Tassaux/Martuasi¢/Kovacic 2001, 152-153. — Merely 4% of east-
ern sigillata among the entire sigillata ware is surprising. These
are most likely chronological nuances, since the stratigraphic
contexts presented are those of the 1% and the beginning of the 2"
century, the period in which the Italian and North Italian work-
shops, one of which is also the workshop at Loron, were at their
most prosperous. These layers are therefore probably relatively
early compared to the rise in the import of eastern sigillata to the
northern Adriatic. This difference is probably also enhanced by
the fact that it is the productive part of the villa, since at Skolarice
very little sigillata ware was found in what is considered to be
the productive area.

VIpRIH PERKO/PAVLETIC 2000, 263-264. The ratio between ES B2
and Italian sigillata is 2:3.

Jurisi¢c 2000, 306. — Girarpi Jurki¢/DZiN 2003, 158, 160, cat. n.
250, 264. — In the villa at Vizula ES B2 ware represents 15% of
all sigillata.
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Fig. 3. Villa at Skolarice. Fragments of Corinthian Relief
bowls. Scale 1:2.

ager Tergestinus in the villa in the bay of Simonov zaliv,*' at
Fizine near PortoroZz,?* at Stramare® and in the cave Grotta di
Mitreo at the source of the Timavo further to the north.* In
the hinterland of Tergeste and Aquileia there is less ES B2. It
was documented in the villa Joannis,? Palazzolo,? Cividale/
Forum Iulii*’ and at the mansio Fluvio Frigido/Ajdovi¢ina
on the road from Aquileia to Emona in the Vipava valley.?® In
inland Slovenia it can also be found in the towns of Emona,?
Celeia® and at the Roman road station at Ribnica.*!

At the sites in the Quarnero bay (Rijeka, Bakar, OmiSalj,
Krk, and Osor), the share of ES B1 and B2 represents ap-
proximately 14 % of the sigillata ware. The necropolis of
Bakar stands out, since its share of eastern sigillata increases
to a staggering 52.17 % in the graves from the Neronian to
the Antonine periods. In the latest grave it was accompanied
by a coin of Faustina the Elder.*?

Although ES B appears on numerous Adriatic sites, the
data obtained at Skolarice can only be compared to a few of
them. ES B2 represents a great share of sigillata ware in
most coastal sites in the Northern Adriatic. There is merely
an insignificant share of the TSTP formal group B to be
found at the coastal Istrian sites (e.g. Brijuni, Loron, Trieste
—Piazza Barbacan, Stramare, Pula — Campus Martius), while
its complete absence can be observed at the sites in the
Quarnero bay, where a high presence of ES B2 was found.
This only confirms the supposition of the predominance of
ES B2 during the first half of the 2" century on the north-
eastern coast of the Adriatic. ES B2 spread at the expense of
sigillata Tardopadana, more precisely its formal group B.
The situation in the interior is completely different, for there
ES B2 is present only with individual examples in the more
important centres (Ajdovs¢ina, Emona, Celeia, etc.), while
TSTP dominates.* The Padanian TSTP producers preserved
their market in the north-eastern area of Regio X, in the prov-
inces of Noricum and Pannonia.

Mass export from Asia Minor to the Adriatic area should
come to an end with the mid 2™ century. Although in smaller
numbers, it should nevertheless be expected to continue into
the second half of the 2™ century, particularly as regards the
Hayes 60 dishes.* At the end of the 2™ century Roman ta-
bles welcomed new sets of African sigillata vessels that con-
tinued to dominate throughout late Antiquity.*
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Two fragments of Corinthian Roman relief ware indi-
cate the import of precious perfumed substances in cylin-
drical bowls/pyxides from Corinth in the second half of the
2™ century and the 3™ century.* On the first fragment (fig.
3,1)*7 we can recognise the legs of human figures, but they
are too poorly preserved to define the motif more precisely.
On the second fragment (fig. 3,2)* we can recognise a war-
rior scene that depicts a horse-rider with a cape and a spear
in his raised hand (group II: motif b or d according to
Spitzer*). Vessels with the same warrior motive were also
found in the villa in Lucinico,* Aquileia,*' Altino,* as well
as three fragments from acontext of the second half of the
2" century in nearby Tergeste.®

2l 1. MikL Curk, Simonov zaliv - Terra sigillata from the first field

campaigns. Opuscula Romana 20, 1996, 252, sl. 8 — a later Hayes
60 dish.

22 GASPARI ET AL. 2007, t.3: 50,54, t.4:96, t.5:138,140.

2 F.MaseLL ScorT (ed.), Il Civico Museo Archeologico di Muggia
(Trieste 1997) 70, t. 10: 22, 23.

2 Eap. 1988, 289, tav. X.

2 StrazzuLA Ruscont 1979, 42, T3:15.

26 MasELLI ScorTr 1988, 288.

27 EAbD., «Terra sigillata» Aretina e Nord-italica del Museo di Civi-
dale. Aquileia Nostra 48, 1977, fig. 2-3, T.I:7. — Eap. 1988, 288.
— In the original publication the ES B2 cups are interpreted as
North-Italian sigillata.

2 VipriH PERKO/ZBONA TRKMAN 2004, 279, fig. 3:7.

2 PetrRU 1972, 70, grave 778, t. L: 30.

30 J. KrAISEK, Eastern imports in Noricum. Case study Municipium
Claudium Celeia (poster at the RCRF congress Durrés 2006).

31 GasPARI ET AL. 2007.

32 MAKJANIC 1983.

3 cfr. M. UrLEB, Anti¢no grobi¥¢e v Cerknici. Arh. Vestnik 34, 1983,
298-346. On the rural Roman burial site in Cerknica we can no-
tice a total lack of eastern imports, while amongst the sigillata
ware TSTP formal group B dominates.

3 For the presence of ES B2 in contexts of the second half of the 2™
century and even the beginning of the 3" century see: A. MARTIN,
Roman and Late Antique Fine Wares at Olympia. RCRF Acta 35,
1997, 212 note 11. — SACKETT 1992, 157. — V. GASSNER, Das Siidtor
der Tetragonos-Agora. Keramik und Kleinfunde. Forsch. Ephesos
13/1/1 (Wien 1997) 127. — K. W. SLANE, East-west trade in fine
wares and commodities. The view from Corinth. RCRF Acta 36,
2000, 307. — MASELLI ScoTTl/DEGRASSI/MIAN 2003, 44-46.

3 F. BionpaNI, Importazioni di ceramica africana e orientale a Suasa

e nell’area medio e altoadriatica. Riv. Studi Liguri 58, 1992, 147-

178. — P. M. ProTTEL, Mediterrane Feinkeramikimporte des 2.

bis 7. Jahrhunderts n.Chr. im oberen Adriaraum und in Slowenien.

Kolner Stud. Arch. Rom. Provinzen 2 (K&ln 1996).

SpitzeErR 1942. — E. Torrorici, Ceramica Corinzia decorata a

matrice. In: EAA Atlante delle forme ceramiche I. Ceramica fine

romana nel bacino mediterraneo (medio e tardo impero) (Roma

1981) 255-256, T. CXXIX, 4 — D. MALFITANA, La ceramica

«corinzia» a rilievo in eta romana. Primi risultati di una ricerca

in corso. RCRF Acta 36, 2000, 181-188.

Fabric: green finely granular pink clay (7.5YR 8/4) with moder-

ate mica inclusions and a very poorly preserved matt slip, mot-

tled red in colour (2.5YR 4/6-8).

3 Fabric: fine clay, very light brown (10YR 8/3) with rare small in-
clusions and a matt slip mottled brown in colour (7.5YR 5/4).

¥ Sprrzer 1942, 172, fig. 8:b,d.

40 VeNTURA/DEGRASSI 2005, 96-97 fig. 1,1-7.

41 F. MaseLL ScorTi, La ceramica ad Aquileia. Il vaselame da mensa.
Antichita Altoadratiche 24, 1984, 68—-69. — Eap. 1988, 286, Tav.
IX:3. — L. MaNDRUzzATO, Fine wares from the Eastern Mediterra-
nean in Aquileia between 2™ and 3" century AD (in this volume)

42 D. PANCIERA, Alcuni frammenti di ceramica corinzia a rilievo di epoca
romana da Altino. Aquileia Nostra 56, 1985, 701-716, fig. 2.

4 MasELLI ScoTT/DEGRASSI/MIaAN 2003, 44.

36
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Fig. 4. Villa at Skolarice. Fragments of ECW. Scale 1:3.
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The Northern Adriatic was one of the privileged areas for
exporting these goods. A relatively strong influx captured the
consumers from various social strata.** Numerous fragments
and entire Corinthian Roman relief bowls were found in the
centre of Aquileia® and in its ager in the villa at Pedruja di
Bagnarola (S. Vito di Tagliamento),* villa Joannis*’ and in the
Grotta di Mitreo.”® In Istria, Corinthian Roman relief bowls
were found in Pula® and in villa Vizula near Medulin.* In the
hinterland of the Northern Adriatic ports we can mention merely
the find in grave 645 in Emona® and the find in Sisak.?

Imports of Aegean cooking-ware (ECW)* into the Adri-
atic started at the same time as the imports of ES B2 from
the same Asian region. This is confirmed by the cargoes of
ceramics in the Adriatic shipwrecks. In the 2" and 3™ centu-
ries certain large ceramics producers that were located at
the production centre in Phocaeal/Foca achieved a monopoly
of the trade in cooking-ware across the entire Aegean area
and they started exported along the entire Mediterranean lit-
toral.>* On the sea route along the Eastern Adriatic coast
(apart from the already-mentioned shipwreck at IzmetiSte
from the late 1 or the first half of the 2™ century) ECW was
the only cargo on the 2™ century shipwrecks at Viganj and
Nerezine on the island of Lo§inj.>> As a part of the ship’s
cargo ECW was also found in the shipwrecks on cape
Maharac on the island of Mljet (end of the 1* century/ be-
ginning of the 2"), on cape Veliki Skolj on Mljet (2n-3
century) and as part of the ship’s cooking equipment in the
shipwrecks at cape Plavac on the island of Zlarin (first half
of the 1* century), cape Glavat on Mljet (end of the 1* cen-
tury) and on the island of Ilovik near LoS$inj (beginning of
the 2" century).>

Most of the forms found in the Adriatic shipwrecks were
also found in the villa at Skolarice.

Various sizes of Aegean casseroles and cooking-pots with
different rim variants and different wall thickness were found.
The most common have a flat sloping rim — Knossos Cook-
ing pot Type 2 and Knossos Casserole Type 2 (fig. 4,9.11-
13).5 Rarer are the Knossos early type Casserole with the rim
in the form of the letter S (fig. 4,14)*® and the Knossos Cook-
ing pot Type 3/Knossos Casserole Type 3 (fig. 4,10). Knossos
Frying-pan Type 1 (fig. 4, 16)* and a platter with a profiled
rim (fig. 4,15)%' were used for food preparation. Supposedly,
trefoil-mouthed jugs (fig. 4,17) were used for heating water.®

Especially frequent are the forms of small ribbed jars
Knossos Cooking-pot type 4 (fig. 4,1-3),% which were also
imitated by the local producers. The local production of small
ribbed jars that imitate the form of Aegean small jars was
confirmed in Emona.** Also at Skolarice ribbed small jars
appear in at least two fabrics. The Aegean ones are made
from hard orange clay with slight or abundant flakes of mica
and pale and dark inclusions. The pinkish fabric with white
inclusions is similar to the fabric of certain one-handled jugs
of non-Aegean, most probably Northern Adriatic or North-
ern Italian production. The ‘local’ small ribbed jars appear
from the mid 1% century to the end of the 3™ century and
reach their peak in the 2" century.®

In the 2™ century thin-walled mugs of the ‘a collarino’
type, Knossos mug type 2 (fig. 4,4-8) ® started to substitute
the North-Italian grey thin-walled pottery. In Istria there are
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M. Buora, Coppe corinzie nell’ Alto Addriatico. Quad. Friulani
Arch. 15, 2005, 103-111.

see note 40.

MasgLL Scortt 1988, 286 Tav. IX:2.

StrAZZULA Ruscont 1979, 50-51 T. X fig. 1.

MaseLL Scort 1988, 286 Tav. IX:1.

Maca/Starac 2000, 349 sl. 5:1.2.3.

Jurisic 2006, 307.

PeTRU 1972, 62 T.42:7.

R. Koscevi¢/R. Makiani¢, Siscia. Pannonia Superior. BAR
Internat. Ser. 621 (Oxford 1995) 74 pl. 7,326.

We have used the HAaves 1983 classification.

IsTENIC/ScHNEIDER 2000. — HAYES 2000, 292. — For the various lo-
cations of Aegean cooking-ware see: M. Bats (ed.), Les céramiques
communes de Campanie et de Narbonnaise 1996 (I’ s. av. J.-C.-II°
s. ap. J.-C.). La vaiselle de cuisine et de table. Actes des Journées
d’étude organisées par le Centre Jean Bérard et la Soprintendenza
Archeologica per le Province di Napoli e Caserta, Naples 27-28
mai 1994. Coll. Centre Jean Bérard 14 (Naples 1996). — JUriSi¢
2000, 34-37. — BONIFAY ET AL. 1998, 84— 87, 296-298. — RILEY
1979, 270-271, 350-351. — Papers in RCRF Acta 36, 2000.
Jurisic 2000, 34-37; 65; 69; 74. — ISTENIC/SCHNEIDER 2000.
Jurisi¢e 2000, 37-38; 61-62; 65 (with earlier bibliography): On
the shipwreck at Maharac the main cargo was represented by
Rhodian Imperial amphorae, at the shipwreck at Veliki Skolj by
semi-finished stone sarcophagus, on the shipwreck at Plavac by
Greek and Italian amphorae Dr. 2—4 amphorae and Rhodian Im-
perial amphorae and at cape Glavat by South-Italian orlo bifido
dishes, amphorae Dr. 21-11 and Richborough 527 amphorae.
Haves 1983, 106. — SAckeTT 1992, 168—172: This elementary form
of rim appears at Knossos from the Augustan at least until the
Severan period (deposits S1 and U) and is the most common form
in Hadrianic times. — RoBINSoN 1959, G193, J55-6, K92: the lat-
est contexts in the Athenian Agora are from the mid 3™ century. —
Jurisi¢ 2000, 36, rim variant A.

Haves 1983, 105 fig. 7,79, defined as an early local form of the
1* century and the beginning of the 2™ century; SACKETT 1992,
168 A1,16; A2,78; D3,31a,b,c, similar forms appear in the
Augustan and Hadrianic contexts. — Jurisi¢ 2000, 36 fig. 24:1,4,5
fig. 30:5; 31, rim variant E appears at the shipwrecks at IzmetiSte
and Viganj and only on casseroles.

Hayes 1983, 105-106. — SAackert 1992, 168—170: Towards the
middle of the 1* century the elementary rim type (Knossos type
2) changes from the earliest slightly sloping rims (approximately
45°) to overhanging rims (Knossos type 3) — in the Severan pe-
riod — Juridi¢ 2000, 35-36 fig. 32,5 This rim type appears only in
the shipwreck at Viganj and only on cooking pots.

Haves 1983, 107, fig. 9:101. — SackerT 1992, 173: examples oc-
curred from Tiberian to Severan contexts and in the late 2nd cen-
tury the wall horizontal ribbing of the wall becomes common. —
Bonrray ET AL. 1998, 83-84 — Haves 2000, 292 fig. 18. In the
Mediterranean they are common from the Augustan period to the
3" century.

This type is similar to Knossos Frying-pan Type 2, but not com-
pletely the same. — Hayes 1983, 127 fig. 9,103-109. It is com-
mon in the Adriatic region and can be found in the shipwrecks at
IzmetiSte, Viganj and Nerezine — Jurisi¢ 2000, 36 fig. 26, 33, 36.
— Isteni¢/ScuNemER 2000 fig. 5:3. — Riey 1979, 350-351: MR
Plain ware 7: they appear from the 1* to the 3" century.

Hayes 1983, 106. — SLANE 1990, 100 nos. 215-216: The later
type of a trefoil-mouthed jug occurs in contexts of the 2" and 3™
centuries. — SACKETT 1992, 173-174: the most common type of
jug in the 2™ century and later. — BONIFAY ET AL. 1998, 289: they
appear in graves from the end of the 1* to the end of the 2™ cen-
tury in Marseille. — JuriSi¢ 2000, 35: found in the shipwrecks at
Viganj and IzmetiSte.

Haves 1983, 106. — SackerT 1992, 172 S1.4,5: they appeared at the
site in the later 2™ century. — JuriSi¢ 2000, 36 fig. 23,1-3; 32,1-2:
found in the shipwrecks at Viganju and IzmetiStu. — ROBINSON
1959, 105, K97: from a context of the mid 3™ century.
IsTENIC/ScHNEIDER 2000. — J. ISTENIC/M. DASzKIEWICZ/G. SCHNEI-
DER, Local production of pottery and clay lamps in Emona (Italia,
Regio X). RCRF Acta 38, 2003, 90 fig. 3,4-6.
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2003) 80-81 fig. 43, 44: CCgl.
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Flavian period to the year AD 200. In some places they also ap-
pear in contexts of the 3 century; Corinth: K. W. SLANE, The



also found in late antiquity local imitations of these mugs
from ordinary ceramics of a rather rough clay.®’

In the contexts of the 2™ and 3™ centuries at the Piazza
Barbacan in Trieste ECW represents 50 % of all cooking-
ware (second and third phases of the domus). Because this
only appears in the second phase of the domus from the be-
ginning of the 2™ century, V. Degrassi is of the opinion that
the import to this area started only at the transition between
the 1 and 2™ centuries.®® However, based on the Adriatic
shipwrecks, J. Isteni¢ considers the start of the imports to
the Eastern Adriatic area and Slovenia to have occured al-
ready in the second half/end of 1* century.®

In the ager tergestinus we find ECW in the coastal area
in the port and villa at Fizine near Portoroz™ and in the villa
Katoro near Umag.”! ECW is especially common in the in-
ner part of the ager, in the native settlements and their burial
sites — at Rodik-Ajdovsc¢ina and its burial site Pod Jezerom,
where one of the graves is dated to the 2™ century,’ at the
burial sites at Funtana near Buzet/Pinquentum and Kringa
in central Istria” and in the late Roman cave site at Podmol
near Kastelec.”

In South Istria we find them in Pula, in villa Sorna near
Pore¢,” on Brijuni,” in a context from the beginning of the
2™ century in villa Loron,” in a grave from the 2™ century in
Vestar Bay near Rovinj,”® in Nesactium,™ at the burial site at
Burle near Medulin® and the cave site at Pe¢ine on Gradine
near Premantura.’?! In villa Vizula near Medulin ECW repre-
sents 46% of cooking-ware with all forms that are also present
at Skolarice.®?

Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore. The Roman Pottery and Lamps.
Corinth XVIII.2 (Princeton NJ 1990) 90. Marseille and Provence:
BONIFAY ET AL. 1998, 63; 82—-84. Knossos: SACKETT 1992, 166.

67 STARAC 1995, 6 Tab. IV:2.

68 MASELLI ScOTTI/DEGRASSI/MIAN 2003, 61. — MASELLI SCOTTI ET AL.
2004, 111.

% ISTENIC/SCHNEIDER 2000, 341.

70 E. BorriN TomE, Arheoloske najdbe na morskem dnu slovenske obale.
Kronika 37/1-2, 1989, 7 T. 3,3. — T. Kniric, Arheoloski pregled
morskega dna v Sloveniji. In: Kultura narodnostno meSanega ozemlja
slovenske Istre. Razprave Filozofske fakultete (Ljubljana 1993) 21
fig. 9:1-2 (the small jars are interpreted as copies of Aegean small
jars). — Gaspari ET AL. 2007, T.3:66 in a context from the end of the
152 century; T. 5,139.141, T. 9,251. 252 as residual finds.

71 ISTENIC/SCHNEIDER 2000, 342.

72 V. ViDRH Perko, Rimskodobna keramika z Ajdovs&¢ine pri Rodiku.
Arh. Vestnik 48, 1997, 348 fig. 3:70. — VioriH PerKO 1997, 252, fig.
4:21. - J. Isteni¢, Rodik — grobis¢e Pod Jezerom. Arh. Vestnik 38,
1987, 69-136. — Eap., Kuhinjsko posude egejskih tipova na nalazistu
Rodik — nekropola Pod Jezerom. Diadora 10, 1988, 99—108.

73 IsTENIC/SCHNEIDER 2000, 342 (with earlier bibliography).

7 1. TURK/Z. MODRUAN/T. Prus/M. CULIBERG/A. SERCELI/V. PERKO/J.
Dirsec/P. Paviin, Podmol pri Kastelcu — novo veéplastno arheolosko
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75 IsTENIC/SCHNEIDER 2000, 342 (with earlier bibliography).

76 Ibid. — VipriH PERKO/PAVLETIC 2000, 264.

77 L. BRassous, Les céramiques a parois fines. In: TASSAUX/MATIASIC/
Kovacic 2001, 189-190 fig.6: 62. — M. DuBoE, La céramique com-
mune. In: Tassaux/Matoasi¢/Kovacic 2001, 229 n. 93 fig. 96.

78 StARAC 1995, 5 cat. n. 6 T.I:1.

7 K. MmHovILI¢, Rezultati sondaZnog istraZivanja u sjevernoj bazilici
u Nezakciju, 1977. godine. Histria Arch. 15-16, 1984-1985
(1985), T.7:22, T.8:13 in a mixed context.

80 Gmrarbl JURKIC/DZIN 2003, 157161 cat. n. 247; 249; 251, 252;
258; 260; 264-267.

81 A. STArRAC, Anti¢ki nalazi iz Pe¢ine na Gradini kod Premanture.
Histria Arch. 30, 1999 (2001), 111-112 cat. n. 36; 37; 41; 42; 44,
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Fig. 5. Villa at Skolarice. Fragments of amphorae.
Scale 1:3.

Fig. 6. Villa at Skolarice. Amphora Agora F65-66.
Scale 1:4.
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In Aquileia ECW and other Aegean imports have been
recognised only in recent years. It has been proven that ECW
is very common in all layers of the Middle Imperial period in
the latest excavations. The earlier published context from the
area connected with the large market south of the river
Natisone dates to AD 80/90-150.% The new finds appear also
in the ager Aquileiensis: villa at Rivignano (Sivigliano — loc.
Braidis),3* Castions di Strada (loc. Paradiso — Rem del Sterp),®
villa at Lucinico® and most probably villa Joannis.®’

Apart from the Roman road station at HruSica/Ad Pirum,
the town of Emona and the site at Grosuplje® we can also
add the site of Ajdovs¢ina/Castra® in the hinterland.

Pottery from the Eastern Mediterranean was probably
brought to the Northern Adriatic as secondary trade goods.
The primary goods transported on the ships were represented
by luxurious stone blocks and the much appreciated Aegean
wine,” which was also commissioned by the owner and wine
producer of the villa at Skolarice. A variety of various
Aegean wine amphorae were found. Late Rhodian ampho-
raec Camulodunum 184 (fig. 5,1-2) were produced from the
end of the 1* century BC to the mid 2™ century AD. They
can be found at most sites within the Roman Empire and at
the six shipwrecks in the Adriatic.”

As regards quantities, the most common are the one-han-
dled small amphora Agora F65-66= Sidi Khrebish MRA 3
(fig. 6), that were produced from the 1% to the end of the 6™
century in eastern Asia Minor, in the Hermos valley around
Aphrodisias and/or the territory between Ephesus and
Sardis.”> Most fragments from Skolarice are made from an
extremely fine pinkish-buff highly micaceous clay with whit-
ish and light brown engobe (similar to pate 2 according to
Lemaitre, dated between the Augustan period and the 3™
century®). Most fragments are burned on the inner side (grey-
ish-brown in color) and bear remains of pitch. In its form
the entire amphora fig. 6 is most comparable to the form
Agora M126, that was found in a layer from the early 3"
century,” and an amphora from Viminacium, found in a grave
from the end of the 2" century/beginning 3 century.” The
shallow ribbing on the body also points to the same period.
The closest analogy is represented by an amphora from
Tanais at the mouth of the river Don, where this type ap-
peared in the mid 3" century.’

The base with the slightly ribbed wall fig. 5,4 is made
from a coarser micaceous fabric with occasional inclusions
of flint, without slip, dark grey/black in colour on the out-
side and grey-blue on the inside and the break. It could be-
long to some other production of the same type.

The fragments in the dark red micaceous fabric are hard
to differentiate from the later two-handled variant Carthage
LRA 3 of the same series dating between the end of the 4™
and the 6™ century.”’

Agora F65-66 is common in the agri of Aquileia and
Tergeste in the 2™ and 3™ centuries and later. Apart from the
main centres such as Aquileia,”® Tergeste,”” Cividale, Udine,
Sclaunicco and the burial site Tutizzo (Codroipo)'® it was
also found at Ledine near Nova Gorica,'*! in villa
Luccinico'® and the burial site in Villanova di Farra,'® in
the cave Grotta Alessandra at Monte Grmada,'** HruSica'®
and on Brijuni islands.'® LR 3 amphorae were also found at
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Rodik, §tanj el,'” Ajdovs¢ina/Castra,'® the villa at Predloka,
the settlement in Piran and at the port of Savudrija.'®

The continuation of the wine import from the Eastern
Mediterranean is proven by the diffused Carthage LRA 1
from 5%/6" century (fig. 5,3). ''°
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2001) 153 T.35,CCd6.
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9 (Udine 2002) 193 T.78: CCd1.

86 VENTURA/DEGRASSI 2005, 97, fig. 2,8-9.

87 StrAzZULA Ruscon 1979 T. X,2.

88 ISTENIC/SCHNEIQER 2000, 341.

8 VipriH PERKO/ZBONA TRKMAN 2004, 282 fig. 5,1.

% Jurisic 2000, 58.

ol Ibid. 14. (with earlier bibliography).

92 ROBINSON 1959. — RiLEY 1979, 183-186. — LEMAITRE 1996. — A.
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(Warszawa 2001) 163-170 type 23.
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97 See note 91. — RiLEy 1981, 118. — Oparr 2004, 13-14.
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Cisalpina 6 (Aquileia 1994) 405-407.
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(Udine 1996) 60-62. — MopRzEWSKA 1999. — At Iutizzo they are

found in graves from the mid 4 century.

101 N.Osmuk, Rimskodobna arhitektura na Ledinah v Novi Gorici.
Goriski letnik 12/14, 98 cat. n. 94, T.7:24.

12 VenTURA/DEGRASSI 2005, 97, fig. 3b,9-10 fig.4,65-66.

103 V. DEGRAsSI, La necropoli di Villanova di Farra (GO). In: S. Blason
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Imports from the Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean ar-
eas to the Northern Adriatic region have only recently been
recognised in greater quantities. The main trade centre of
the region was Aquileia, which was the collection point for
the merchandise brought by large sea-faring ships. A part of
this trade could also have been conducted at Tergeste. From
these two cities the merchandise travelled by road towards

Bibliography

BoniFaY/CARRE/RIGOIR 1998
(Marseille 1998).
Haves 1983
78, 1983, 97-169.
GasPARI/VIDRIH PERKO/
STRAJHAR/LAZAR 2007

EASTERN IMPORTS IN THE AGER TERGESTINUS

the Alpine and the Danubian regions, by river up the Po
valley, and with smaller vessels by sea to other Northern
Adriatic or Istrian cities, settlements, and villas, which them-
selves often acted as smaller distribution centres for their
surroundings. The imports even reached the native settle-
ments such as Rodik-Ajdovsc¢ina, Buzet-Fontana and Kringa
in the inland of the Istrian peninsula.

M. Boniray /M.-B. CaARrRE /Y. RiGoIRr, Fouilles a Marseille. Les Mobiliers (I*—VII° siecles ap. J.-C.)

J. W. Haves, The Villa Dionysos Excavations, Knossos: The Pottery. Annu. British School Athens

A. GasPART/V. VIDRIH PERKO/M. STRATHAR /I. LAZAR, Anti¢ni pristaniski kompleks v Fizinah pri

Portrozu — zascitne raziskave leta 1998. Arh. Vestnik 58, 2007, 167-218.

GirarDI JURKIC/DZIN 2003

V. Girarp1 Jurki¢ /K. DZin, Sjaj antickih nekropola Istre. The splendour of the antique necropolises

of Istria. Monogr. i katalozi 13 (Pula 2003).

HavEs 1985

J. W. Haves, Sigillate orientali. In: EAA Atlante delle forme ceramiche II. Ceramica fine romana nel

bacino mediterraneo (tardo ellenismo e primo impero) (Roma 1985) 1-96.

Haves 2000

J. W. Haves, From Rome to Beirut and Beyond: Asia Minor and Eastern Mediterranean Trade Con-

nections. RCRF Acta 36, 2000, 285-297.

IsTENIC/SCHNEIDER 2000
348.
Jurisic 2000

J. IsTENIC /G. SCHNEIDER, Aegean cooking-ware in the eastern Adriatic. RCRF Acta 36, 2000, 341—

M. Jurisi¢, Ancient Shipwrecks of the Adriatic: maritime transport during the first and second cen-

turies AD. BAR Internat. Ser. 828 (Oxford 2000).

Jurisic 2006
303-313.
LEMAITRE 1997

M. Jurisi¢, Podmorska arheoloska istraZivanja na ViZuli — pokretni nalazi. Histria Antiqua 14, 2006,

S. LEMAITRE, L’amphore de type Agora F65/66, dite »monoansée«. Essai de synthese a partir

d’exemplaires lyonnais. S.F.E.C.A.G. Actes du Congres de Mans (Marseille 1997) 311-320.

Macar/Starac 2000

P. Magar /A. Starac, Rinvenimenti di terra sigillata e di altre ceramiche fini di produzione orientale

in Istria. RCRF Acta 36, 2000, 349-357.

Maxiani¢ 1983

R. MakianI¢, Istocna sigilata na Kvarneru. Prinosi Odjela Arh. 1, 1983, 51-64.

Manpruzzato/Tiussi/DeGrAssT 2000 L. Manpruzzato /C. Tiusst /V. DEGRassI, Appunti sull’instrumentum domesticum d’importazione
greca ed orientale ad Aquileia. RCRF Acta 36, 2000, 359-364.

MaseLL1 ScorTi 1987

F. MaseLL1 ScorTl, Terre sigillate di Aquileia e Tergeste. Produzioni italiche e importazioni galliche

e orientali. RCRF Acta 25/26, 1987, 207-224.

MaseLLI ScorTi 1988

F. MaseLLI ScorTi, La ceramica nelle fortificazioni di eta romana in Friuli. In: T. Miotti (ed.), I sette

castra di Paolo Diacono ed altri studi castellologici (Udine 1988) 261-294.

MasgLLI ScotTl/
DEeGrassi/MiaN 2003

F. MaseLLl ScotTl/V. DEGRASSI /G. MiaN, Gli scarichi della domus di piazza Barbacan a Trieste: un

contesto di II-inizi III secolo d.C. Atti e mem. Soc. Istriana Arch. e Storia Patria 103,1/n.s. 51,1,

2003, 19-105.
MasELLI ScoTTI ET AL. 2004

F. MasgLLI ScotTi /V. DEGRASSI /L. MANDRUZZATO /G. MIAN /D. ProvENZAN /V. RiccoBono /C. Tiussi,

La domus di Piazza Barbacan: le fasi e i materiali. Atti ¢ mem. Soc. Istriana Arch. e Storia Patria

104,1/n.s. 52,1, 2004, 19-158.
I. Moprzewska, Alcune importazioni di anfore orientali in Friuli. Quad. Friulani Arch. 9, 1999,

Mobrzewska 1999
103-112.
OpalT 2004

A. Orarr, Local and Imported Ceramics in the Roman Province of Scythia (4-6" centuries AD).

BAR Internat. Ser. 1274 (Oxford 2004).

PETRU 1972
1972).
Roginson 1959
1959).
RiLEY 1979

P. PEtru, Emonske nekropole odkrite med leti 1635-1960. Katalogi in monografije 7 (Ljubljana.
H. S. Rosinson, Pottery of the Roman Period. Chronology. The Athenian Agora V (Princeton NJ

J. A. RiLEY, The Coarse Pottery from Berenice. In: J. A. Lloyd (ed.), Excavations at Sidi Khrebish

Benghazi (Berenice). Libya Antiqua Suppl. 5,2 (Tripoli 1979).

139



TINA ZERIAL

RiLEY 1981

SACKETT 1992

SpITZER 1942

StarAC 1995

StrAZZULA Ruscont 1979
Tassaux/Matiasic/Kovacic 2001
VENTURA/DEGRASST 2005

VIDRIH PERKO 1997

VIDRIH PERKO/PAVLETIC 2000

J. A. RiLEY, The Pottery from the Cisterns 1977.1, 1977.2 and 1977.3. In: J. H. Humprey, Excava-
tions at Carthage 1977 conducted by the University of Michigan VI (Ann Arbor 1981) 85-124.

L. H. Sackerrt, The Roman Pottery. In: L.H. Sackett (ed.), Knossos from Greek city to Roman
colony: excavations at the unexplored mansion II. British School Arch. Athens. Suppl. 21 (Oxford
1992).

D. C. Spitzer, Roman relief Bowls from Corinth. Hesperia 11, 1942, 162—-192.

A. StAarAc, Vistrum. Anticka grobnica u Vestru (Rovinj 1995).

M. J. StrRAZZULA RUSCONI, Scavo di una villa romana a Joannis. Aquileia Nostra 50, 1979, 25-68.
F. Tassaux/R. Maruasi¢/V. Kovaci¢, Loron (Croatie). Un grand centre de production d’amphores a
huile istriennes (I-IVe S. P.C.) (Bordeaux 2001).

P. VEnTURA/V. DEGRASSI, Riesame del materiale ceramico dalla villa di Lucinico (Gorizia, Italia).
RCRF Acta 39, 2005, 91-101.

V. VipriH PErRkO, Some Late Roman Ceramic finds from the Slovenia Karst Region. RCRF Acta 35,
1997, 249-258.

V. ViDrIH PERKO /M. PAVLETIC, Report on ceramics from Brijuni. RCRF Acta 36, 2000, 263-269.

VIDRIH PERKO/ZBONA TRKMAN 2004V, VIDRIH PERKO/B. ZBONA TRKMAN, Ceramic finds from Ajdovitina—Fluvio frigido, an early roman

ZERIAL 2005

140

road station and late roman fortress Castra. RCRF Acta 39, 2004, 277-286.
T. ZeriAL, Sigillata from Skolarice near Spodnje Skofije. Trade with sigillata ware in Northern Istria
during the 1% and 2" century AD. Arh. Vestnik 56, 2005, 263-292.



