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NOT JUST WHITE: COLOGNE FABRICS

In Cologne forty four excavated sites have revealed evidence
for more than thirty pottery production workshops with about
ahundred kilns'. The workshops were established in Cologne
as aresult of the expanding market in and around the city, as
well as the transportation of the finished products to other
markets via long distance roads or along the Rhine. Most of
the workshops are dated to the first and second centuries,
another two to the third and fourth centuries AD?. Production
was comprised of colour coated, Gallo-Belgic, plain and
coarse wares along with dolia and mortaria. In some work-
shops a small amount of Terra sigillata, Terra sigillata imi-
tations, “Weifirotware”, mica dusted and glazed wares were
made.

Most of the fabrics have an off white colour, but orange
pottery was also found amongst the wasters of some
workshops®: There must have been both iron rich and iron
poor clay deposits nearby. Unfortunately it is unknown,
where the iron rich clay was extracted from. The deposits
may have lain along streams and small rivers around Co-
logne.

The white raw material was brought in from Frechen,
10 km to the west of the city*. These large clay deposits were
formed in tertiary times in a wide basin®, which was formerly
flooded by the sea. Acids from the overlying peat, that was
transformed to coal by pressure and temperature, as well as
the general chemical weathering in tertiary times destroyed
most of the iron based components within the clay (which
amount to less than 4 per cent): The clay was of very high
quality. In an oxidized firing process the pottery usually
turned white®. Due to the possibility of different reactions
and different percentages of iron during the firing process it
could also turn beige and light orange to raspberry reddish’.

This clay usually had no natural tempering. To produce
coarse wares rounded quartz sand (ca. 0,5 mm in size) was
added?®. At one site, sand from the Rhine with slate inclusions
was used’.

The production of Terra sigillata in the early first century
can be assumed by chemical analysis. The fabric is buff to
orange or off-white. The dishes and cups bear a stamp of
P.FLOS'". The corresponding workshop has not yet been
identified.

A concentration of roughly made Terra sigillata-imita-
tions with thick bases and a matt slip, which date to the se-
cond century AD, has been found in Cologne''. This pottery
of low quality cannot have been distributed over any great
distance so a regional production is likely. The fabric is
orange to orange brown; the texture of the clay is not very
fine. The origin of this ware has yet to be determined. Che-
mical analysis has shown that the clay could very well come
from deposits near to the Rhine'>.

Glazed ware was made in at least nine workshops in the
second century AD'. There is no evidence as of yet for pro-
duction in the first century AD. The fabric is white, the glaze

at times intense green or sometimes yellow. Because of the
lack of sherds from the production sites the range of forms
remains unclear.

Mica-dusted ware, produced in five workshops from the
late first century AD™, has a high quality mica slip, that
adheres well to the surface. The fabric is white to light brown.
This ware seems to correspond to the shapes of metal vessels
in the form of drinking vessels and jugs.

A special type of pottery is “Weifirotware” that was
produced for only a short period of time in the early first
century AD'. It has an orange reddish fabric with a white
slip. The decoration comprised of rouletting and combing
removed parts of the white slip, resulting in a red and white
pattern. The potter probably came from Gaul; the closest
parallels are found in Trier's.
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Colour coated wares — including the famous hunting cups
(Kolner Jagdbecher) — were produced from the late first to
the fourth century AD". The earliest wares have an orange
to reddish brown slip and the surface is often covered with
rounded quartz sand, scales or a Barbotine decoration. In
the second century the slip is mostly dark brown to black,
very dark green or purple. The decoration consists of clay
pellets, rouletting or Barbotine, especially the hunt scenes.

The Gallo-Belgic ware or terra nigra'®, produced in the
first and third centuries AD', has a very smooth polished
surface comparable to products from the Champagne region.
The fabric is white or grey, the surface is usually dark grey
to black. None of the Cologne products bear a stamp.

Plain and coarse vessels were the most common products
of Cologne®. In almost every workshop plain jars and jugs
were made. The fabric is fine, white to beige in colour with
a fine texture. In the early first century some of the surfaces
were polished. Unfortunately it is sometimes impossible to
distinguish between plain ware and (accidentally) oxidized
fired Gallo-Belgic sherds.

The manufacture of coarse wares has been established
in almost every workshop in Cologne. Usually the fabric is
white to buff and tempered with rounded quartz sand*'. In
some workshops a reddish clay was used®. In the first century
AD most of the coarse vessels were fired reduced, from the
second century onwards the coarse ware was fired oxidized.
They have a white, yellowish to orange red and brownish
colour. Coarse ware can be divided into regular coarse ware
and thin walled coarse ware®. Thin-walled wares were pro-
duced in an early first century workshop. The fabric is white
to grey, the surface silver-grey to dark grey, sometimes brown
(slip?). The walls are only a few millimetres thick and the
vessels have been fired at high temperatures. Because of
shrinking in the firing process the coarse tempering stands
out on the surface. The high standard is comparable to Italian
products. The forms — hemispherical cups and jugs — also
display a Mediterranean influence.
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The small number of preserved fragments of dolia,
mortaria and amphorae may indicate some sort of minor
production in most of the workshops. The fabric is beige;
the temper may consist of rounded quartz sand or clay pellets.
Mortaria of the third and fourth centuries are also common
in an orange fabric with quartz sand tempering. Only one
workshop from the first century specialized in dolia and
mortaria®. The beige fabric is tempered by clay pellets:
mortaria show only white, dolia white and orange tempering.

Exported ceramic goods from Cologne are usually recog-
nized by their type, decoration and white fabric®. The defi-
nition and description of the different fabrics may be seen
as a further step in recognizing more of these goods at other
sites.
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