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Angelina Raickovi¢

LATE ROMAN POTTERY FROM VIMINACIUM-THERMAE
The excavation of 2004

Previous excavations in Viminacium (fig. 1) took place in
the area of the necropolis and were mostly protective in their
character. Excavations of the thermae at Thermae, that were
located some 200 m west of the castrum, were also carried
out on several occasions. At first, in the 1970s, a conha was
discovered, which helped to identify the building. On this oc-
casion, parts of wall frescos were detected among the rubble,
which indicated a luxurious furnishing of the building. During
the excavation, several phases of utilization were detected,
from the late 2" to the late 4™ century. These phases were
separated by layers of burned remains, which were also vis-
ible in the profile outside the wall of the conha. Excavations
at Thermae were continued after 30 years in 2004. We could
not explore the building in all detail, but most of it could
be uncovered: five conhas as well as several rooms (fig. 2).

At the site of Thermae, the Late Roman horizon was the
most prominent in the middle and at the southern parts of
the site. Ceramic vessels were discovered in a layer of rubble
with the construction materials — parts of bricks, floor tiles,
stone, tessellae and fresco mortar. An older horizon, with
findings from the 2™ and early 3 century, was evident at the
northern and north-western parts of the site.

Late Roman pottery has been previously discovered at
several places at the Viminacium area (fig. 3): at SeliSte (set-
tlement), at the northern camp gate (porta praetoria), and
in the area of the amphitheatre, which after it was closed
down was used as a burial site. Up to now, the Thermae
area delivered the largest Late Roman ceramic unit, with
12.904 processed fragments, 403 identified vessels and a
large number of different forms. All types of dishes for food
preparation are present (pots, bowls, lids), as well as food
serving vessels (plates, jugs, beakers), and those for storage
and transport (pithoi, amphorae).

The vessels are mostly made of sandy clay, most often
in grey fabric. There are also vessels of sandy structure and
reddish brown, brown or grey-brown fabric. Glazed pottery
is present in great numbers and of all types. Far rarer are
vessels made of fine-texture clay and red texture.

Pots are the most frequent of all vessels, and they are
also the most diverse, with a total of 34 different forms (fig.
4,7-15). They are mostly made of sandy clay, the fabric is grey
or greyish brown. There are surfaces with combed ornaments,
or ribbed surfaces with notches (fig. 4,16). Among the pots,
an olive-coloured glazed one is remarkable, it is the only one
of its kind in that group. It has the shape of a pithos, and was

probably used for food storing, but its dimensions are smaller
than those of the other vessels in the group of pithoi (fig. 4,12).
It was discovered on the brick pavement in the southern area
of Thermae, along with coins, according to which this unit
is dated back to sixth or seventh decade of the 4" century.
Characteristics similar to those of the pots, were also recog-
nized with the lids. Therefore, based on their diameters and
rim sizes, it is assumed that lids were most probably used for
the covering of the pots. They appear in 20 different shapes
(fig. 5,19-31). Beside these lids, there are also rarer lids made
of medium fine-texture clay of red fabric and with glazed or
coloured surface in different shades of red (fig. 5,20-21).

At the area of Thermae also a large number of bowls (fig.
5-6,32-46) was registered —almost 30 types were identified.
In this functional group the most common are various types
of mortaria. As vessels for food preparation — chopping up,
grinding and pouring out —they usually show a broad rim and
a strengthened interior edge that forms a drain, have a flat,
stable bottom base and a rough interior surface. They differ
in rim profiles and shapes of the body, basically the show
deeper conical forms. They are made of a sandy clay with
grey fabric and are glazed in an olive colour. The interior rim
is roughened and a drain outflow has been made on the rim.
The rim diameters of these mortaria reach up to 40 cm, the
bottom diameters are up to 15 ¢cm, while the height varies
from 10 to 20 cm. Among these mortaria we can distinguish
two types, where differences in their profile correspond to
their chronology. The first variant, where the interior edge
of the rim is at level with the outer one, appears in layers of
the second half of 3 century (fig. 5,34). The second variant,
where the interior brim is placed higher than the outer one
and with an outer diameter which does not exceed 34 cm,
dates to the first half of the 4" century (fig. 5,32). Similar
mortaria are found across Upper Moesia, as well as in Pan-
nonia, where according to their contexts they are dated in
the period from the end of 3" to the mid of the 4" century.!

Along with the mortaria, glazed bowls were found in a
great numbers. There are several variants of such bowls, with
conical and spherical bodies. Although there are different
profiles, the rims often show notches, cuts and concentric
circles. In the layer around conha Ill, an olive-green glazed
pathera was found, with a profiled, hollow handle (fig. 7,50).2

1 Brukner 1981 pl. 61.
2 CVIETICANIN 2006, 33.
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A small number of plates® (only five different types) rep-
resent a higher quality table dish in this unit. In contrast to
other vessels, they are mostly made of fine-texture clay with
red or brownish grey fabric, while their surface is glazed or
red coloured.

Jugs appear only in five different types (fig. 7,51-54).* They
are mostly made of sandy clay with grey fabric and have olive
coloured glazed surfaces. Most types have one handle, with
the exception of two specimens which have two handles (fig.
7,52-53). Vessels with trefoil rims sometimes have a broad neck.

3 Raickovic 2007 pl. 8,77.79.
4 NixoLi¢-Dorpevi¢ 2000, 142; CVIETICANIN 2001, 55.

There is also a very small number of beakers (fig.
6,48-49). Among them one stands out that is ornamented
with stamps in concentric circles and lines, and which was
made of medium fine-texture clay and shows an outer surface
coloured in shades of grey (fig. 6,48). By coin finds it was
dated to the mid 4" century.

At Thermae, pithoi are represented with four types.
They were discovered in fragmented condition, so their
heights cannot be determined. Pithoi with spherical form
and horizontal rim were made of sandy clay with reddish
brown fabric and traces of glazing on the outer surface (fig.
7,60-61). Also, one pithoi was found with handles that start
at the rim and end at the wide, plump belly (fig. 7,61). It was
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Fig. 7. Types of pots (50 Cviericanin 2006; 51-54 NikoLi¢c-Dorpevic 2000, 142; CviericaniN 2001;
all other drawings D. Rogic).
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made of sandy clay with grey fabric and unprocessed outer
surface. There were also pithoi of finer textures, like the ves-
sel made of medium fine-texture clay and grey fabric, there
the outer surface was decorated with an ornament made by
polishing (fig. 7,60).

The amphorae (fig. 7,53-59) are mostly imports. Most
common are Pontic amphorae of the types Riley LR1 and
LR2.° They are made of medium fine-texture clay in a red
fabric, while the outer surface shows a yellowish white
slip. These amphorae are widespread, and their highest
concentration was evidenced in areas around the Black Sea
and lower Danube. Beside those Pontic amphorae, other
types of amphorae are also present, which are assumed to
belong to the Viminacium production.® These amphorae were
made of medium fine-texture clay in a red fabric, while the
outer surface mostly shoes several shades of red colour. On
amphorae of grey fabric, which are much rarer than the red
ones, the outer surface is crude or dark-grey coloured. Such
amphorae are found at all excavation sites, and they appear
during a long period, from the 2™ to the end of the 4" century.

On the basis of other finds, primarily numismatic material,
the Late Roman pottery found in the area of Thermae is dated
to the period of the second to seventh decade of 4" century.

The collection of vessels from Thermae presented here
illustrates a local production of Late Roman pottery, where

BieLaiac 1996, 67-76.
6 lbid. 98-103.
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