
I

REI CRETARIÆ ROMANÆ FAVTORVM

ACTA 42

CONGRESSVS VICESIMVS SEPTIMVS
REI CRETARIÆ ROMANÆ FAVTORVM

SINGIDVNI HABITVS
MMX

BONN

2012



II

ISSN 0484-3401

Published by the Rei Cretariæ Romanæ Favtores, an international learned society

Editorial committee:
Dario Bernal Casasola

Tatjana Cvjetićanin
Philip M. Kenrick

Simonetta Menchelli

General Editor: Susanne Biegert

Typesetting and layout: ars  archäologie redaktion satz, Waldstraße 8 D-65719 Hofheim am Taunus

Printed and bound by: BELTZ Bad Langensalza GmbH, D–99947 Bad Langensalza

Enquiries concerning membership should be addressed to
The Treasurer, Dr. Archer Martin, Via di Porta Labicana 19/B2, I–00185 Roma 

treasurer@fautores.org

ISBN 978-3-7749-3797-0

Distributor: Dr. Rudolf Habelt GmbH, Am Buchenhang 1, D-53115 Bonn, verlag@habelt.de



InhaltsverzeIchnIs

Vorwort der Redaktion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The Aegean and the Pontic region

Charikleia Diamanti

 Byzantine Emperors on stamped Late Roman/Early Byzantine Amphoras. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Cristina monDin

 La ceramica tardoantica di Tyana (Cappadocia meridionale): tra continuità e discontinuità nell’entroterra 
 anatolico. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Platon PetriDis

 Pottery and society in the ceramic production centre of late Roman Delphi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Denis Zhuravlev

 Syro-Palestinian lamps from Chersonesos and their derivatives of the Roman and Byzantine period. . . . . . . .

The Balkans and the Danube region

Maja Bausovac & Darja Pirkmajer

 Late Roman glazed pottery from Rifnik near Celje. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Vesna Bikić & Vujadin ivanišević

 Imported pottery in Central Illyricum – a case study: Caričin grad (Iustiniana Prima) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Snežana ČernaČ-ratković

 Burnished pottery from Horreum Margi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dénes GaBler

 Terra sigillata from Aquincum-Viziváros (water town). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Kristina jelinČić

 Ceramica romana tardo antica dal villaggio romano Virovitica Kiškorija Jug (Pannonia Superior) dalle  
 unità stratigrafiche datate mediante 14C

Gordana jeremić

 Late Roman and Early Byzantine pottery from Saldum. Reflection of change in social and historical   
 circumstances. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Eduard kreković

 Roman Pottery in the Migration Period. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Słavica krunić

 Late Roman and Early Byzantine lamps from Singidunum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Marian mocanu

 Late Roman fine pottery with stamped decoration discovered at (L?)ibida (Province of Scythia) . . . . . . . . . .

Andrei oPaiţ & Dorel Paraschiv

 Rare amphora finds in the city and territory of (L)Ibida (1st–6th centuries AD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ivana ožanić roGuljić

 Pottery from the workshop of Sextus Metilius Maximus (Crikvenica-Igralište/Ad Turres, 
 Northern Dalmatia) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

VII

 
1
 
 
7
 

15
 

23

 
33

 
41

 
51

 
57

 
 

69
 
 

81
 

89
 

97
 

107
 

113
 
 

125



IV

Roberto Perna, Chiara caPPoni, Sofia cinGolani & Valeria tuBalDi 
 Hadrianopolis e la valle del Drino (Albania) tra l’età tardoantica e quella protobizantina. 
 Le evidenze ceramiche dagli scavi 2007–2009. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Angelina raiČković

 Late Roman Pottery from Viminacium-Thermae. The excavation of 2004 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Milica taPaviČki-ilić 
 Some observations concerning painted pottery in Moesia superior. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Italy and Cisalpine Gaul

Michele Bueno, Marta novello & Valentina mantovani

 Progetto Aquileia: Casa delle Bestie Ferite. Commercio e consumo ad Aquileia. Analisi delle anfore   
 tardoantiche alla luce di alcuni contesti. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Marco cavalieri, Enrica BolDrini, Charles Bossu, Paola De iDonè & Antonia Fumo

 Aspetti della cultura materiale nelle fasi di riutilizzo (V–inizi VII sec. d.C.) della villa romana di Aiano- 
 Torraccia di Chiusi (San Gimignano, Siena/Italy). Note preliminari. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Fulvio coletti

 La ceramica invetriata di età tardoantica a Roma: nuovi dati da recenti scavi stratigrafici. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Daniela cottica & Luana toniolo

 La circolazione del vasellame ceramico nella laguna nord di Venezia tra I sec. d.C. e VI sec. d.C.   
 Osservazioni preliminari. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Christiane De micheli schulthess & Fabiana FaBBri

 I bicchieri a bulbo dal territorio italiano: contributo per la definizione di una koiné produttiva. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Fabiana FaBBri

 Ceramica di epoca tardo-imperiale dalla Valdinievole e dalla cittá di Pistoia (Toscana, Italia).  
 Contributo per la storia economica e commerciale dell’Etruria romana. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Archer martin

 Composition by functional groups of contexts at Pompeii. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Simonetta menchelli & Marinella Pasquinucci

 Ceramiche con rivestimento rosso nella Tuscia settentrionale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Luana toniolo

 Napoli tardo-antica. Nuovi dati dal centro urbano: il contesto dei Girolomini . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Paola ventura

 Materiale ceramico da recenti scavi presso la villa di Torre di Pordenone (Provincia di Pordenone, 
 Friuli Venezia Giulia, Italia) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Sicily and Lampedusa

Valentina caminneci 
 «Animam in sepulchro condimus»: sepolcreto tardoantico in anfore presso l’Emporion di Agrigento 
 (Sicilia, Italia). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Armida De miro & Antonella Polito

 Lucerne in sigillata africana, ceramica fine e da fuoco dalla necropoli paleocristiana di Lampedusa (Sicilia)

Marek PalacZyk

 Spätantike und mittelalterliche Transportamphoren von Ietas (Sizilien). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Maria Concetta Parello & Annalisa amico

 Ceramica fine e ceramica comune di provenienza africana dal sito in contrada Verdura di Sciacca   
 (Agrigento, Sicilia/Italia). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Maria Serena riZZo & Luca ZamBito

 Ceramiche da fuoco di età tardo-antica e della prima età bizantina dal territorio agrigentino: nuovi dati da  
 Cignana e Vito Soldano. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 
 

133
 

147
 

155

 
 

159
 
 

169
 

181
 
 

195
 

205
 
 

217
 

225
 

229
 

239 

 
249

 
 

259
 

267
 

273
 
 

281
 
 

289



V

Africa

Marzia GiulioDori (con collaborazione di Moufida jenen, Sofia cinGolani & Chokri touihri) 
 Ceramica tardoantica e bizantina dal teatro romano di Althiburos (Tunisia). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Mohamed kenawi

 Beheira Survey: Roman pottery from the Western Delta of Egypt. Surface pottery analysis – Kilns. . . . . . . . .

Florian schimmer

 Amphorae from the Roman fort at Gheriat el-Garbia (Libya). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Meike weBer & Sebastian schmiD

 Supplying a desert garrison. Pottery from the Roman fort at Gheriat el-Garbia (Libya). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Iberian Peninsula

Macarena Bustamante ÁlvareZ

 La terre sigillée hispanique tardive: un état de question à la lumière de nouvelles découvertes. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Macarena Bustamante ÁlvareZ & Francisco Javier heras

 Nouvelles données stratigraphiques pour la connaissance de la forme Hayes 56 en ARSW-D à  
 Augusta Emerita (Mérida, Badajoz/Espagne). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Adolfo FernÁnDeZ FernÁnDeZ

 Datos preliminares sobre las ánforas orientales tardías de dos yacimientos de Vigo (Galicia, Espana),  
 con el ejemplo de un contexto de la primera mitad del s. VII . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ana Patricia maGalhães

 Late sigillata from fish-salting workshop 1 in Tróia (Portugal). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

José Carlos quaresma & Rui morais

 Eastern Late Roman fine ware imports in Bracara Augusta (Braga, Portugal). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Albert V. riBera i lacomBa & Miquel rosselló mesquiDa

 Las ánforas tardoantiguas de Valentia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Inês vaZ Pinto, Ana Patrícia maGalhães & Patrícia Brum

 Un depotoir du Ve siecle dans l’officine de salaisons 1 de Tróia (Portugal). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Catarina vieGas

 Imports and local production: common ware from urban sites in southern Lusitania (Algarve). . . . . . . . . . . . .

Transalpine Gaul, Germany and Austria

Martin auer

 Late Roman local production in southwestern Noricum. Municipium Claudium Aguntum – a case study . . . .

Loes lecluse

 Typological characterisation of kilns in north western Gaul in the Roman period. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 
299

 
309

 
319

 
327

 
337

 
 

349
 
 

355
 

363
 

373
 

385
 

397
 

407

 
419

 
423





VII

Der 27. RCRF-Kongress fand vom 19. bis zum 26. September 2010 im Nationalmuseum in Belgrad statt.
Thema des Kongresses war: „Late Roman and eaRLy Byzantine PotteRy: the end or continuity of Roman production?“.

Von den anlässlich des Kongresses präsentierten Postern und Vorträgen wurden folgende nicht publiziert:

m. BeRgamini, 
P. Comodi & i. Faga Scoppieto: La produzione di vasi a pareti sottili

D. BeRnaL CasasoLa, m. LaRa 
medina & J. VaRgas giRón Roman clay fishing weights in Hispania. Recent research on typology and chronology

A. BieRnaCki & E. kLenina Red slip ware from Novae (Moesia Secunda): 4th–5th local production and imports

M. CasaLini Circolazione ceramica a Roma tra l eta delle invasione e la riconquista bizantina. Nuovi 
dati dai contesti delle pendici nord orientali del Palatino

sV. ConRad Pottery of the second half of the 3rd century from Romuliana

T. CVJetićanin Late Roman pottery in Diocese Dacia: overview, problems and phenomena  

M. daszkiewiCz & H. HameL Roman pottery from Baalbek (Lebanon): provenance studies by laboratory analysis 

J. daVidoVić Late Roman burnished pottery from Srem

E. doksanaLti The late Roman pottery from “the Late Roman House” in Knidos and the Knidian late 
Roman pottery

D. doBReVa Late Roman amphorae on the Lower Danube: trade and continuity of the Roman production

D. doBReVa & g. FuRLan Progetto Aquileia: Fondi ex Cossar. Commercio e consume ad Aquileia. Analisi delle 
anfore tardoantiche alla luce di alcuni contesti

kR. domzaLski Late Roman light-coloured ware: tradition and innovation

P. dyCzek Remarks on the so called legionary pottery

a. Jankowiak & F. teiCHneR A household inventory of a Mirobrigensis celticus

G. kaBakCHieVa Spätrömische Keramik in den Provinzen Dacia Ripensis und Moesia Secunda

T. kowaL & J. ReCLaw Scientific Investigations – Program EU – Central Europe: The Danube Limes project

J. kRaJsek Late Roman pottery from Municipium Claudium Celeia

J. LeidwangeR  Economic crisis and non market exchange: fabric diversity in the Late Roman 1 cargo 
amphoras from the 7th century shipwreck at Yassiada (Turkey)

T. LeLekoVić Pottery from the necropoleis of Mursa (1st–4th centuries)

B. Liesen First century fine ware production at Xanten (Germany)

R. PaLma La ceramica dipinta di Schedia (Egitto)

D. PaRasCHiV, 
G. nutu & M. iaCoB La ceramique romaine d’Argamum (Moesia Inferior) 

S. PetkoVić Late Roman pottery from tower 19 of the the later fortification of Romuliana

P. PuPPo Ceramiche comuni di VI–VII sec. d.C. nella Sicilia occidentale: produzioni regionali ed 
importazioni dall Africa settentrionale

D. RadiCeVić Early Byzantine pottery from Liška Ćava, near Guča (Western Serbia)

D. RatkoVić The territory of Serbia in Roman times

CHR. sCHaueR Pottery of the late Roman and early Byzantine periods in Olympia

Vorwort der redaktion



VIII

Bei der Korrektur und Durchsicht der Artikel stand mir das editorial committee zur Seite. Ganz besonders danke ich Philip 
Kenrick für die zuverlässige Unterstützung und Dieter Imhäuser (ars) für die gute und freundschaftliche Zusammenarbeit 
bei Satz und Layout.

Die Zitierweise wurde den Richtlinien der Römisch-Germanischen Kommission des Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts 
angeglichen (Ber. RGK 71, 1990, 973–998 und Ber. RGK 73, 1992, 478–540). 

Susanne Biegert

G. sCHneideR & M. daszkiewiCz In-situ chemical analysis of pottery using a portable X-ray spectrometer 

A. staRoVić & R. aRsić Cherniakhovo-type ceramic vessels from NW Serbia and the question of inhabitants of the 
central Balkans in the late 4th century AD

M. tekoCak Roman pottery in the Aksehir Museum

P. Vamos Some remarks about military pottery in Aquincum

M. VuJoVić & E. CvijEtić Mortaria from Komini-Municipium S. (Montenegro)

Y. waksman “Byzantine White Ware I”: from Late Roman to Early Byzantine Pottery in Istanbul/
Constantinople

I. Žižek Late Roman pottery in Roman graves in Poetovio



107

Rei CRetaRiÆ RomanÆ FaVtoRVm aCta 42, 2012

the Roman-Byzantine town of (L?)ibida is located in the 
province of Scythia, on the road linking Constantinopole 
with the Danubian Limes. the town was built in the early 
4th century, during the reign of emperor Constantine the 
Great, and was abandoned in the early 7th century. Covering 
a fortified area of 24 hectares, the town is one of the largest 
in the region (fig. 1).

Started in 2001, archaeological research at Slava Rusă 
aimed at investigating the Roman-Byzantine town (L?)ibida 
and the territory in its immediate vicinity. During the nine 
archaeological excavation campaigns, we have investigated 
several sections of the wall enclosure, buildings located 
within the town and areas located outside. among the numer-
ous archaeological discoveries there are 20 pottery fragments 
with stamped decoration. they were found in these research 
areas: Curtina G (9 fragments), Extramuros West 3 (5 frag-
ments), Curtina X (4 fragments), Tower 10 (1 fragment), 
beside a shard discovered by chance (fig. 1,2).

Shards from the research areas Curtina G, Extramuros 
West 3 and Curtina X were found in similar archaeological 
contexts (domestic pits dating between the second half of the 
4th century and the end of the 6th century1, while the pottery 
fragment found at research area Tower 10 comes from inside 
the tower, from a layer dated to the first half of the 6th century.

Late Roman pottery with stamped decoration is found at 
all archaeological sites of late antiquity in Dobrogea, at the 
northern Black Sea, or similar settlements in Bulgaria, in Asia 
Minor and northern africa. in terms of Dobrogea, the largest 
and most representative sample of pottery with stamped deco-
ration was discovered at the Building with mosaic in Tomis2, 
but also, such pottery was found in other parts of the ancient 
town3. another town located at the Black Sea shore from which 
comes a significant quantity of pottery with stamped decora-
tion is Histria4. at the Danubian Limes such pottery fragments 
were found at Sucidava5, Capidava6, Carsium7, Dinogetia8, 

1 Iacob et al. 2007, 336–338; Iacob et al. 2009, 197–198.
2 PaPuc 1973, 153–192.
3 Munteanu/PaPuc 1976, 147–154.
4 PoPescu 1965, 695–724.
5 scorPan 1978, 163–164 no. 21–25.
6 MateI 1987, 100 pl. 61,2; covacef 1999, 159–163; opriş 2003 passim.
7 arIcescu 1971, 354 fig. 4a.
8 Ştefan 1948 (1945–1947), 305–306 fig. 3–4.

Late Roman Fine potteRy with stamped decoRation

discoveRed at (L?)ibida (pRovince oF Scythia)

marian mocanu

Noviodunum9, Aegyssus10 and Halmyris11. in terms of late Ro-
man sites within Dobrogea, pottery with stamped decoration 
was found at Tropaeum Traiani12 and in the fortified horreum at 
Babadag-topraichioi13. Returning to the Black Sea shore, but 
this time in Moesia Secunda, we note the presence of a large 
number of shards with stamped decoration in Odessos14. at 
the northern Black Sea such pottery was found in the Roman 
settlements of Crimea15 and Tanais16. 

Based on observations made on stamped decorative mo-
tifs, we have grouped the late Roman pottery with stamped 
decoration discovered at (L?)ibida into four types:
type 1 – decor with geometric or vegetal motifs. 
type 2 – decor with zoomorphic motifs. 
type 3 – decor with anthropomorphic motifs. 
type 4 – decor with paleo-Christian motifs. 

this way of approaching the late Roman pottery with 
stamped decoration was also used for the pottery sample 
from Halmyris17. For each decorative motif presented below 
we specify to which decorative style it belongs, according to 
the typology proposed by J. W. Hayes18. 

catalogue

type 1

Kantharos – three shards are decorated with this stamp. 
the first one was discovered by chance, and belongs to Late 
Roman C Ware. the clay is bright brown (2.5 YR 5/6). the 
decorative motif is disposed in a circular band and it is sur-
rounded by four circles of rouletting outward and six incised 
circles inward (fig. 2,1). the second pottery fragment was 
discovered in research area Curtina G; it was produced by 
the Late Roman C workshops and the clay is orange (5 YR 
7/6). the vessel is decorated with four Kantharoi disposed 

9 toPoleanu 1984, 192, no. 24 pl. 10,10.
10 a collection of unpublished pieces is in tulcea museum of History and 

archaeology.
11 oPaIţ 1991, vol i, 163–165, vol ii, 211 pl. 48; toPoleanu 1996, 143–168; 

toPoleanu 2000 passim.
12 cătănIcIu/barnea 1979, 186–187 fig. 160.
13 oPaIţ 1985, 154 pl. 1,8.
14 MInčev 1982, 25–26 pl. 5.
15 KnIPovIcI 1952, 320 fig. 14; Zhuravlev 2002, 266–267 fig. 20–21.
16 arsen’eva/DoMZalsKI 2002, 484 fig. 25.
17 toPoleanu 1996, 143–144.
18 hayes 1972.
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Fig. 1. 1 map of Roman Dobrogea; 2 city plan of (L?)ibida.
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late roMan fIne Pottery wIth staMPeD DecoratIon DIscovereD at (L?)ibida (ProvInce of Scythia)

Fig. 2. Pottery with stamped decoration, type 1. – Scale 1:3.

round the floor, and the stamp is smaller than the preceding 
vessel (fig. 2,3). according to the typology of J. W. Hayes19, 
the first motif belongs to decorative style ii a and the second 
belongs to style ii B. in Roman settlements in Dobrogea wares 
decorated with kantharoi were found at: Histria20 and Tomis21. 
Dating: second half of the 5th century. 

Lozenge with volutes – two pottery fragments are decorated 
with this motif, both have been discovered on research area 
extramuros W 3 and belongs to Late Roman C Ware category. 
the first fragment has the clay bright brown (2.5 YR 5/6). the 
decorative motif is disposed in a circular band (fig.2,2). the 
clay of the second fragment is similar to the previous (2.5 
YR 5/6). the stamp is placed round floor of the vessel and is 
larger than the previous (fig. 2,4). the first decorative motif 
belongs to decorative style ii a and the second to style ii B22. 
analogies have been found at Tomis23, Halmyris24 and Iatrus25. 
Dating: second half of the 5th century.

Row of circles between two rows of linked semicircles – 
this pottery fragment was produced in Late Roman C work-
shops and was discovered in research area Extramuros W 3. 
the clay is orange (YR 5 6/6), the stamp is large, repeated 
three times, located on the floor of the vessel (fig. 2,5). this 
may probably be attributed to decorative style iii26. Such 
decorative motifs have also been recorded at Tomis27. 
Dating: late 5th and 6th century.

onion – the shard was found in research area Curtina G 
and is a product of the Late Roman C workshops. the clay 
is bright brown (2.5 YR 5/6), the stamp is placed in a cir-
cular band round the floor (fig. 2,6). this decorative motif 
belongs to style ii a28. the pottery fragment is the only one 
in Dobrogea bearing this stamp. 
Dating: second half of the 5th century.

“s” motif with double outline – the findspot of this pottery 
fragment was the research area Extramuros W 3; it belongs 
to Late Roman C Ware. the clay is reddish brown (YR 2.5 
4/8). it is the only piece of plate which preserves its entire 
rim profile and it belongs to form 3C. the stamp is placed 
inside, on the boundary between the rim and the wall and is 
repeated in a band (fig. 2,7). the motif probably belongs to 
decorative style ii a29. this decorative motif is widespread 
in Dobrogea, having been discovered at Histria30, Tomis31 
and Halmyris32. 
Dating: second half of the 5th century.

19 ibid. 346-350.
20 PoPescu 1965, 701 fig. 2,9.
21 PaPuc 1973, 167–168 fig. 11,1–3.
22 hayes 1972, 353 no. 17 fig. 73,17w.
23 PaPuc 1973, 160 fig. 5,1.
24 toPoleanu 1996, 146 no. 9–10 pl. 2,9–10.
25 conraD 2007, 223 abb. 22,1120.
26 hayes 1972, 335, no. 23 fig. 74,23a.
27 PaPuc 1973, 160, fig. 5/9; Munteanu/PaPuc 1976, 149 pl. 2,4.
28 hayes 1972, 353 no. 13 fig. 73,13q.
29 ibid. 353, no. 19 fig. 73,19aa.
30 PoPescu 1965, 706 fig. 7,2.
31 Munteanu/PaPuc 1976, 149 pl. 1,3.
32 oPaIţ 1991, 165 no. 293 pl. 48; toPoleanu 1996, 145 no. 7 pl. 2,7.

type 2

hare – there are two pottery fragments decorated with this 
motif, discovered at (L?)ibida until now. the first of them 
was found in research area Curtina G and belongs to Late 
Roman C Ware. the clay is bright brown (YR 2.5 5/8), the 
stamp is small and is placed in a band of motifs round the 
floor of the vessel (fig. 3,8). the second of them was disco-
vered in research area Extramuros W 3 and is also a product 
of the Phocaean workshops. the clay is dull reddish brown 
(YR 2.5 5/4), the stamp is of medium size, placed in a band 
of motifs, delimited inside of the vessel by three concentric 
incised circles (fig. 3,9). the first motif belongs to decorative 
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style ii B33 and the second motif belongs to decorative style 
ii a34. analogies for this decorative motif have been found 
at Tomis35 and Salona36. 
Dating: second half of the 5th century.

dogs – one pottery fragment was discovered in research area 
Curtina X, and belongs to Late Roman C Ware. the clay is 
reddish brown (2.5 YR 4/8), the stamp is large and is placed in 
a band of motifs, round the floor of the vessel (fig. 3,10). the 
decorative motif belongs to style ii B37. Similar stamps have 

33 hayes 1972, 357 no. 35 fig. 74,35l.
34 ibid. 357 no. 35 fig. 74,35p.
35 PaPuc 1973, 161; 176 fig. 8,4.7.
36 marIn 1994, 259 no. 17.
37 Hayes 1972, 357 no. 35 fig. 75,5e (similar).

been found at Histria38, Tomis39, Odessos40 and Halmyris41. 
Dating: second half of the 5th century.

peacock – this is the only shard decorated with a stamp found 
in research area Tower 10 and also is the only product of north 
african workshops discovered until now at (L?)ibida. the 
clay is orange (5 YR 6/8), the motif is placed in a decorative 
band surrounded by four concentric circles (fig. 3,11). accor-
ding J. W. Hayes, the motif belongs to decorative style D42. 
Dating: at (L?)ibida the pottery fragment was discovered in 
a layer which belongs to the early 6th century.

type 3

anthropomorphic figurine – the only pottery fragment that 
fits into type 3 was discovered in research area Curtina G 
and belongs to Late Roman C Ware. the clay is orange (5 
YR 6/6), the motif is placed on the floor of the vessel and 
belongs to decorative style iii (fig. 3,12). Until now we don’t 
know analogies for this decorative motif. 
Dating: late 5th and 6th centuy.

type 4

cross-monogram – two shards are decorated with this motif 
and were found in research area Curtina G. the two pottery 
fragments belong to Late Roman C ware, both have orange 
clay (5 YR 7/6). the first vessel is stamped on the floor, and 
under the horizontal arms of the cross it is decorated with 
two circular motifs (fig. 3,13) this decorative motif is wi-
despread in the Roman settlements in Dobrogea, analogies 
have been found at Histria43, tomis44, Sacidava45, odessos46 
and Capidava47. the other vessel also has the stamp on the 
floor, and under the horizontal arms of the cross are written 
the Greek letters a and Ω (fig. 3,14). analogies exist at 
Histria48, Tomis49 and Halmyris50. Both decorative motifs 
belong to style iii.51 
Dating: late 5th and 6th century.

Greek cross with double outline – the shard was found 
in research area Curtina G and appertains to Late Roman 
C Ware. the clay is bright brown (2.5 YR 5/8), the stamp 
is placed on the floor of the vessel and the motif belongs to 

38 PoPescu 1965, 703 fig. 4,4.
39 PaPuc 1973, 167 fig. 9,7.
40 mInčev 1982, 26 no.12 pl. 2,12.
41 toPoleanu 1996, 147 no. 16 pl. 3,16.
42 Hayes 1972, 257 no. 182–4 fig. 47,182g.
43 PoPescu 1965, 710 fig. 8,2.3; 9,2.
44 PaPuc 1973, 180 fig. 21,2–5.7.
45 ScorPan 1978, 163 no. 23 pl. 5,23.
46 mInčev 1982, 25 no. 9 pl. 5,9.
47 Covacef 1999, 159 no. 3 pl. 14,inv.37925.
48 PoPescu 1965, 712 fig. 13,1–2.
49 PaPuc 1973, 180 fig. 19,2.
50 toPoleanu 1996, 154 no. 33 pl. 7,33.
51 hayes 1972, 363 no. 66; 365 no. 68 fig. 78,66h.68j–k.

Fig. 3. Pottery with stamped decoration: 8–11 type 2;
12 type 3; 13–14 type 4. – Scale 1:3.
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decorative style iii52 (fig. 4,15). analogies have been found 
at Histria53, Tomis54 and Noviodunum55. 
Dating: late 5th and 6th century.

cross with double outline? – Due to fragmentation of the 
stamps the framing is hypothetical. the first of the pottery 
fragments was discovered at the research area Curtina G, the 
clay is orange (5 YR 6/8), the stamp is placed on the floor of 
the vessel (fig. 4,16). the second fragment was found at the re-
search area Extramuros West 3, the clay is bright brown (2.5 YR 
5/8), the stamp is placed on the floor of the vessel (fig 4,17). 
Both fragments are products of the late Roman C workshops. 
the decorative motif belongs to style iii56. analogies for this 
motif have been recorded at Histria57, Tomis58and Odessos59. 
Dating: late 5th and 6th century.

Unidentifiable decoration – three pottery fragments disco-
vered at the research area Curtina X are decorated with uni-
dentifiable motifs due to fragmentation. these three pottery 
fragments belong to Late Roman C ware. the first of them 
has bright brown clay (2.5 YR 5/6), the decoration belongs 
to style ii B, and the stamp may represent a vegetable or 
zoomorphic motif (fig. 4,18). the next shard has bright brown 
clay (2.5 YR 5/8), and belongs to decorative style ii a–B, 
the motif represented by the stamp cannot be reconstructed 
(fig. 4,19). the last pottery fragment has bright brown clay 
(2.5 YR 5/6) and belongs to decorative style iii; the stamp 
is placed on the floor of the vessel (fig. 4,20). 
Dating: the first two shards second half of the 5th century; the 
third pottery fragment late 5th or 6th century. 

Placing the twenty pottery fragments presented in the cata-
logue above into the typology of J. W. Hayes60 has the following 
result: ten shards are decorated with motifs belonging to style 
ii, dated in the second half of 5th century, and nine pottery frag-
ments are decorated with motifs belonging to style iii, common 
in the late 5th and 6th century. the last pottery fragment belongs 
to african Red Slip Ware and the decorative motif appertains 
to style D. Comparing the pottery sample from (L?)ibida with 
the situation at the Roman Building with mosaic from Tomis61, 
we observe that in (L?)ibida the decorative motifs are missing 
which belong to decorative style i. in Tomis most of the de-
corative motifs belong to style iii, followed by the decorative 
motifs that belong to style ii and style i.

in terms of the typological classification which was used 
for the pottery with stamped decoration from Halmyris62, used 
for the catalogue of this paper, the pottery sample from (L?)
ibida is divided thus: seven pottery fragments appertain to 
type 1; four pottery fragments appertain to type 2; one shard 

52 Hayes 1972, 367 no. 72 fig. 79,72h.
53 PoPescu 1965, 714 fig. 13,8.
54 PaPuc 1973, 180 fig. 24,2.
55 toPoleanu 1984, 192 no. 24 pl. 5,8; 10,10.
56 Hayes 1972, 365 no. 71 fig. 79,71c–e.
57 PoPescu 1965, 707 fig. 7,3–6.
58 PaPuc 1973, 180 fig. 23,4–7.
59 mInčev 1982, 27 no. 15 pl. 3,15.
60 Hayes 1972, 346–347.
61 PaPuc 1973, 190 (table).
62 toPoleanu 1996, 143–144.

belongs to type 3 and five pottery fragments appertain to type 
4. to these are added three shards whose decorative motifs 
could not be determined due to the fragmentary state of the 
stamps. We conclude that the most common decorative motifs 
impressed on table wares from (L?)ibida are geometrical and 
vegetal, followed by palaeo-Christian motifs; on the other 
hand, anthropomorphic motifs are represented in our sample 
through a single piece. Comparing the situation of our sample 
with the sample from Halmyris, we conclude that the numeri-
cal distribution of the four typological categories is similar63.

the last perspective from which we analyze the pottery with 
stamped decoration from (L?)ibida is given by the geographical 
sources of the table wares. the observations on clay lead us to 
conclude that 19 vessels were made in Phocaean workshops and 
belong to the category Late Roman C Ware, while one vessel 
was made in an african workshop and belongs to the category 
african Red Slip Ware. this conclusion is not surprising if we 
consider that in Roman settlements in Dobrogea the Phocaean 
table wares appear in proportions up to 90%64.

marian1054@yahoo.com

63 ibid. 154–155.
64 at Halmyris the Levantine table wares appear in proportion of 89.76%, 

see toPoleanu 2000, 87 graphic 4.

Fig. 4. Pottery with stamped decoration: 15–17 type 4;
18–20 unidentifiable decoration. – Scale 1:3.
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