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Marian Mocanu

LATE ROMAN FINE POTTERY WITH STAMPED DECORATION
DISCOVERED AT (L?)IBIDA (PROVINCE OF SCYTHIA)

The Roman-Byzantine town of (L?)ibida is located in the
province of Scythia, on the road linking Constantinopole
with the Danubian Limes. The town was built in the early
4" century, during the reign of Emperor Constantine the
Great, and was abandoned in the early 7" century. Covering
a fortified area of 24 hectares, the town is one of the largest
in the region (fig. 1).

Started in 2001, archaeological research at Slava Rusa
aimed at investigating the Roman-Byzantine town (L?)ibida
and the territory in its immediate vicinity. During the nine
archaeological excavation campaigns, we have investigated
several sections of the wall enclosure, buildings located
within the town and areas located outside. Among the numer-
ous archaeological discoveries there are 20 pottery fragments
with stamped decoration. They were found in these research
areas: Curtina G (9 fragments), Extramuros West 3 (5 frag-
ments), Curtina X (4 fragments), Tower 10 (1 fragment),
beside a shard discovered by chance (fig. 1,2).

Shards from the research areas Curtina G, Extramuros
West 3 and Curtina X were found in similar archaeological
contexts (domestic pits dating between the second half of the
4" century and the end of the 6™ century?, while the pottery
fragment found at research area Tower 10 comes from inside
the tower, from a layer dated to the first half of the 6" century.

Late Roman pottery with stamped decoration is found at
all archaeological sites of late antiquity in Dobrogea, at the
northern Black Sea, or similar settlements in Bulgaria, in Asia
Minor and Northern Africa. In terms of Dobrogea, the largest
and most representative sample of pottery with stamped deco-
ration was discovered at the Building with Mosaic in Tomis?,
but also, such pottery was found in other parts of the ancient
town?. Another town located at the Black Sea shore from which
comes a significant quantity of pottery with stamped decora-
tion is Histria*. At the Danubian Limes such pottery fragments
were found at Sucidava®, Capidava®, Carsium’, Dinogetia®,

IacoB ET AL. 2007, 336-338; Iacos ET AL. 2009, 197-198.

Paruc 1973, 153-192.

MunteaNU/Papuc 1976, 147-154.

Porescu 1965, 695-724.

Scorran 1978, 163-164 no. 21-25.

Marter 1987, 100 pl. 61,2; Covacer 1999, 159-163; opris 2003 passim.
Aricescu 1971, 354 fig. 4a.

STEFAN 1948 (1945-1947), 305-306 fig. 3—4.

©® N o R W N e

Noviodunum?®, Aegyssus®® and Halmyris''. In terms of late Ro-
man sites within Dobrogea, pottery with stamped decoration
was found at Tropaeum Traiani*2 and in the fortified horreum at
Babadag-Topraichioi®®. Returning to the Black Sea shore, but
this time in Moesia Secunda, we note the presence of a large
number of shards with stamped decoration in Odessos*. At
the Northern Black Sea such pottery was found in the Roman
settlements of Crimea® and Tanais®.

Based on observations made on stamped decorative mo-
tifs, we have grouped the late Roman pottery with stamped
decoration discovered at (L?)ibida into four types:

Type 1 — decor with geometric or vegetal motifs.
Type 2 — decor with zoomorphic motifs.

Type 3 — decor with anthropomorphic motifs.
Type 4 — decor with paleo-Christian motifs.

This way of approaching the late Roman pottery with
stamped decoration was also used for the pottery sample
from Halmyris'’. For each decorative motif presented below
we specify to which decorative style it belongs, according to
the typology proposed by J. W. Hayes®®,

Catalogue
Type 1

Kantharos — Three shards are decorated with this stamp.
The first one was discovered by chance, and belongs to Late
Roman C Ware. The clay is bright brown (2.5 YR 5/6). The
decorative motif is disposed in a circular band and it is sur-
rounded by four circles of rouletting outward and six incised
circles inward (fig. 2,1). The second pottery fragment was
discovered in research area Curtina G; it was produced by
the Late Roman C workshops and the clay is orange (5 YR
7/6). The vessel is decorated with four Kantharoi disposed

®  TopoLEANU 1984, 192, no. 24 pl. 10,10.

1 Acollection of unpublished pieces is in Tulcea Museum of History and
Archaeology.

% Oparr 1991, vol 1, 163-165, vol 11, 211 pl. 48; TopoLEaNu 1996, 143-168;
ToroLEANU 2000 passim.

12 CAtAntciu/Barnea 1979, 186-187 fig. 160.

3 Oparr 1985, 154 pl. 1,8.

4 Mincev 1982, 25-26 pl. 5.

5 Knipovicr 1952, 320 fig. 14; Znuraviev 2002, 266-267 fig. 20-21.

16 ArsEN’Eva/DomzaLski 2002, 484 fig. 25.

17 TopoLEaNU 1996, 143-144.

18 Haves 1972.
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Curtina G =——TH

Tower 1) == !

Extramuros W 3 se—t=

Curtina x\ T~ —

Fig. 1. 1 Map of Roman Dobrogea; 2 city plan of (L?)ibida.
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LATE ROMAN FINE POTTERY WITH STAMPED DECORATION DISCOVERED AT (L?)iBIDA (PROVINCE OF SCYTHIA)

round the floor, and the stamp is smaller than the preceding
vessel (fig. 2,3). According to the typology of J. W. Hayes®,
the first motif belongs to decorative style 11 A and the second
belongs to style 11 B. In Roman settlements in Dobrogea wares
decorated with kantharoi were found at: Histria?® and Tomis?.
Dating: second half of the 5" century.

Lozenge with volutes — Two pottery fragments are decorated
with this motif, both have been discovered on research area
Extramuros W 3 and belongs to Late Roman C Ware category.
The first fragment has the clay bright brown (2.5YR 5/6). The
decorative motif is disposed in a circular band (fig.2,2). The
clay of the second fragment is similar to the previous (2.5
YR 5/6). The stamp is placed round floor of the vessel and is
larger than the previous (fig. 2,4). The first decorative motif
belongs to decorative style Il A and the second to style Il B?.
Analogies have been found at Tomis®, Halmyris* and latrus®.
Dating: second half of the 5" century.

Row of circles between two rows of linked semicircles —
This pottery fragment was produced in Late Roman C work-
shops and was discovered in research area Extramuros W 3.
The clay is orange (YR 5 6/6), the stamp is large, repeated
three times, located on the floor of the vessel (fig. 2,5). This
may probably be attributed to decorative style 111?°. Such
decorative motifs have also been recorded at Tomis?.
Dating: late 5" and 6" century.

Onion — The shard was found in research area Curtina G
and is a product of the Late Roman C workshops. The clay
is bright brown (2.5 YR 5/6), the stamp is placed in a cir-
cular band round the floor (fig. 2,6). This decorative motif
belongs to style Il A%, The pottery fragment is the only one
in Dobrogea bearing this stamp.

Dating: second half of the 5" century.

“S”” motif with double outline — The findspot of this pottery
fragment was the research area Extramuros W 3; it belongs
to Late Roman C Ware. The clay is reddish brown (YR 2.5
4/8). It is the only piece of plate which preserves its entire
rim profile and it belongs to form 3C. The stamp is placed
inside, on the boundary between the rim and the wall and is
repeated in a band (fig. 2,7). The motif probably belongs to
decorative style Il A%, This decorative motif is widespread
in Dobrogea, having been discovered at Histria®®, Tomis®
and Halmyris®.

Dating: second half of the 5" century.

9 Ibid. 346-350.

20 Popescu 1965, 701 fig. 2,9.

2L Papuc 1973, 167-168 fig. 11,1-3.

2 Haves 1972, 353 no. 17 fig. 73,17w.

Z Papuc 1973, 160 fig. 5,1.

2 TopoLEANU 1996, 146 no. 9-10 pl. 2,9-10.

2 ConraDp 2007, 223 Abb. 22,1120.

% Haves 1972, 335, no. 23 fig. 74,23a.

21 Papuc 1973, 160, fig. 5/9; Munteanu/Papuc 1976, 149 pl. 2,4.
2 Haves 1972, 353 no. 13 fig. 73,13q.

2 1bid. 353, no. 19 fig. 73,19aa.

30 Popescu 1965, 706 fig. 7,2.

8L MunteaNu/paPUC 1976, 149 pl. 1,3.

32 Oparr 1991, 165 no. 293 pl. 48; TopoLEaNu 1996, 145 no. 7 pl. 2,7.

Fig. 2. Pottery with stamped decoration, type 1. — Scale 1:3.

Type 2

Hare — There are two pottery fragments decorated with this
motif, discovered at (L?)ibida until now. The first of them
was found in research area Curtina G and belongs to Late
Roman C Ware. The clay is bright brown (YR 2.5 5/8), the
stamp is small and is placed in a band of motifs round the
floor of the vessel (fig. 3,8). The second of them was disco-
vered in research area Extramuros W 3 and is also a product
of the Phocaean workshops. The clay is dull reddish brown
(YR 2.5 5/4), the stamp is of medium size, placed in a band
of motifs, delimited inside of the vessel by three concentric
incised circles (fig. 3,9). The first motif belongs to decorative
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12

14

Fig. 3. Pottery with stamped decoration: 8-11 type 2;
12 type 3; 13-14 type 4. — Scale 1:3.

style 11 B* and the second motif belongs to decorative style
I1 A%, Analogies for this decorative motif have been found
at Tomis® and Salona®.

Dating: second half of the 5" century.

Dogs - One pottery fragment was discovered in research area
Curtina X, and belongs to Late Roman C Ware. The clay is
reddish brown (2.5YR 4/8), the stamp is large and is placed in
a band of motifs, round the floor of the vessel (fig. 3,10). The
decorative motif belongs to style Il B¥". Similar stamps have

3 Haves 1972, 357 no. 35 fig. 74,35l

3 Ibid. 357 no. 35 fig. 74,35p.

% Papuc 1973, 161; 176 fig. 8,4.7.

3% MariN 1994, 259 no. 17.

87 Haves 1972, 357 no. 35 fig. 75,5e (similar).
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been found at Histria®, Tomis®, Odessos* and Halmyris*.
Dating: second half of the 5" century.

Peacock - this is the only shard decorated with a stamp found
in research area Tower 10 and also is the only product of north
African workshops discovered until now at (L?)ibida. The
clay is orange (5 YR 6/8), the motif is placed in a decorative
band surrounded by four concentric circles (fig. 3,11). Accor-
ding J. W. Hayes, the motif belongs to decorative style D%,
Dating: at (L?)ibida the pottery fragment was discovered in
a layer which belongs to the early 6" century.

Type 3

Anthropomorphic figurine — the only pottery fragment that
fits into type 3 was discovered in research area Curtina G
and belongs to Late Roman C Ware. The clay is orange (5
YR 6/6), the motif is placed on the floor of the vessel and
belongs to decorative style 111 (fig. 3,12). Until now we don’t
know analogies for this decorative motif.

Dating: late 5" and 6% centuy.

Type 4

Cross-monogram — Two shards are decorated with this motif
and were found in research area Curtina G. The two pottery
fragments belong to Late Roman C ware, both have orange
clay (5 YR 7/6). The first vessel is stamped on the floor, and
under the horizontal arms of the cross it is decorated with
two circular motifs (fig. 3,13) This decorative motif is wi-
despread in the Roman settlements in Dobrogea, analogies
have been found at Histria*®, Tomis*, Sacidava®*, Odessos*
and Capidava*’. The other vessel also has the stamp on the
floor, and under the horizontal arms of the cross are written
the Greek letters A and Q (fig. 3,14). Analogies exist at
Histria®®, Tomis* and Halmyris*®. Both decorative motifs
belong to style I11.%

Dating: late 5" and 6" century.

Greek cross with double outline - The shard was found
in research area Curtina G and appertains to Late Roman
C Ware. The clay is bright brown (2.5 YR 5/8), the stamp
is placed on the floor of the vessel and the motif belongs to

% Popescu 1965, 703 fig. 4,4.

% Papuc 1973, 167 fig. 9,7.

40 Mincev 1982, 26 no.12 pl. 2,12.

4 TopoLeaNu 1996, 147 no. 16 pl. 3,16.

42 Haves 1972, 257 no. 182-4 fig. 47,182g.
4 Popescu 1965, 710 fig. 8,2.3; 9,2.

4 Papuc 1973, 180 fig. 21,2-5.7.

4 Scorean 1978, 163 no. 23 pl. 5,23.

4% Mincev 1982, 25 no. 9 pl. 5,9.

47 Covacer 1999, 159 no. 3 pl. 14,inv.37925.
4 Popescu 1965, 712 fig. 13,1-2.

4 Papuc 1973, 180 fig. 19,2.

% TopoLeaNu 1996, 154 no. 33 pl. 7,33.

51 Haves 1972, 363 no. 66; 365 no. 68 fig. 78,66h.68jk.



LATE ROMAN FINE POTTERY WITH STAMPED DECORATION DISCOVERED AT (L ?)iBIDA (PROVINCE OF SCYTHIA)

decorative style I11°2 (fig. 4,15). Analogies have been found
at Histria>, Tomis® and Noviodunum?®.
Dating: late 5" and 6" century.

Cross with double outline? — Due to fragmentation of the
stamps the framing is hypothetical. The first of the pottery
fragments was discovered at the research area Curtina G, the
clay is orange (5 YR 6/8), the stamp is placed on the floor of
the vessel (fig. 4,16). The second fragment was found at the re-
search area Extramuros West 3, the clay is bright brown (2.5YR
5/8), the stamp is placed on the floor of the vessel (fig 4,17).
Both fragments are products of the late Roman C workshops.
The decorative motif belongs to style 111 Analogies for this
motif have been recorded at Histria®’, Tomis®®*and Odessos*.
Dating: late 5" and 6" century.

Unidentifiable decoration — Three pottery fragments disco-
vered at the research area Curtina X are decorated with uni-
dentifiable motifs due to fragmentation. These three pottery
fragments belong to Late Roman C ware. The first of them
has bright brown clay (2.5 YR 5/6), the decoration belongs
to style Il B, and the stamp may represent a vegetable or
zoomorphic motif (fig. 4,18). The next shard has bright brown
clay (2.5 YR 5/8), and belongs to decorative style Il A-B,
the motif represented by the stamp cannot be reconstructed
(fig. 4,19). The last pottery fragment has bright brown clay
(2.5 YR 5/6) and belongs to decorative style Il1; the stamp
is placed on the floor of the vessel (fig. 4,20).

Dating: the first two shards second half of the 5" century; the
third pottery fragment late 5™ or 6" century.

Placing the twenty pottery fragments presented in the cata-
logue above into the typology of J. W. Hayes® has the following
result: ten shards are decorated with motifs belonging to style
I1, dated in the second half of 5" century, and nine pottery frag-
ments are decorated with motifs belonging to style 111, common
in the late 5™ and 6" century. The last pottery fragment belongs
to African Red Slip Ware and the decorative motif appertains
to style D. Comparing the pottery sample from (L?)ibida with
the situation at the Roman Building with Mosaic from Tomis®,
we observe that in (L?)ibida the decorative motifs are missing
which belong to decorative style 1. In Tomis most of the de-
corative motifs belong to style I11, followed by the decorative
motifs that belong to style Il and style I.

In terms of the typological classification which was used
for the pottery with stamped decoration from Halmyris®, used
for the catalogue of this paper, the pottery sample from (L?)
ibida is divided thus: seven pottery fragments appertain to
type 1; four pottery fragments appertain to type 2; one shard

%2 Haves 1972, 367 no. 72 fig. 79,72h.
% Popescu 1965, 714 fig. 13,8.

5 Papuc 1973, 180 fig. 24,2.

%5 TopoLeanu 1984, 192 no. 24 pl. 5,8; 10,10.
% Haves 1972, 365 no. 71 fig. 79,71c-e.
57 Popescu 1965, 707 fig. 7,3-6.

% Papuc 1973, 180 fig. 23,4-7.

%9 Mincev 1982, 27 no. 15 pl. 3,15.

80 Haves 1972, 346-347.

51 Papuc 1973, 190 (table).

52 TopoLEANU 1996, 143-144.

3em.

Fig. 4. Pottery with stamped decoration: 15-17 type 4;
18-20 unidentifiable decoration. — Scale 1:3.

belongs to type 3 and five pottery fragments appertain to type
4. To these are added three shards whose decorative motifs
could not be determined due to the fragmentary state of the
stamps. We conclude that the most common decorative motifs
impressed on table wares from (L?)ibida are geometrical and
vegetal, followed by palaeo-Christian motifs; on the other
hand, anthropomorphic motifs are represented in our sample
through a single piece. Comparing the situation of our sample
with the sample from Halmyris, we conclude that the numeri-
cal distribution of the four typological categories is similar®,

The last perspective from which we analyze the pottery with
stamped decoration from (L?)ibida is given by the geographical
sources of the table wares. The observations on clay lead us to
conclude that 19 vessels were made in Phocaean workshops and
belong to the category Late Roman C Ware, while one vessel
was made in an African workshop and belongs to the category
African Red Slip Ware. This conclusion is not surprising if we
consider that in Roman settlements in Dobrogea the Phocaean
table wares appear in proportions up to 90%?®.

marian1054@yahoo.com

8 Ibid. 154-155.
& At Halmyris the Levantine table wares appear in proportion of 89.76%,
see TopoLEANU 2000, 87 graphic 4.
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