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Eduard Krekovi¢

ROMAN POTTERY IN THE MIGRATION PERIOD

During the Migration Period (from the end of the 4" cen-
tury in the middle Danube region), Roman material culture
does definitely not cease to exist. It persists either all over
the residues of the domestic inhabitants or among ethnics,
which came from the East. This also applies to the Roman
pottery, which can be found throughout the whole Carpathian
Basin, a long time even after the Roman Empire had formally
fallen apart.

In this paper, | am going to deal with Roman pottery of
the 5" to 8" century in the territory shown on fig. 1 made in
Pannonian workshops.

I will not take into consideration vessels of Byzantine
provenience. So far, we rarely find Byzantine pottery in the
Carpathian Basin from the 6" to the 8" century; however,
this is another issue. At the same time, I will not deal with
the pottery of so-called ““foederati’’, which represents the
specific phenomenon of a period from the end of the 4t
century and beginning of the 5" century. | will deal with
grave finds, as there is not much material from settlements.
Graves are more suitable from the chronological point of
view; however, sometimes there occur problems with ac-
curate dating, particularly in the transition periods among
the various phases of the Migration Period. The situation is
also difficult from the cultural and ethnic point of view. The
archaeological material of the 5% century is a mix of various
—local and eastern — elements. So it is usually impossible to
classify it from the cultural point of view. We may only try
to do this based on the written sources, which are, however,
not detailed and may be quite unreliable. In the case of pot-
tery, it is often very difficult to state whether it was made in
a Pannonian workshop strongly influenced by the barbarian
style, or whether it is a product of a barbarian potter who had
attempted to copy Roman vessels.

The whole territory, which | have studied, can be divided
into smaller geographical/chronological units:

I. Barbarian territory north and east of the Central Danube
in the 5" century

With the beginning of the 5" century new influences start
coming to this area from the East. There are changes in the
burial rite — large cremation cemeteries ceased to exist and
were replaced by small inhumation cemeteries or individu-
al graves. In the graves, there is usually jewellery or/and
pottery, which has its origins in the Black Sea region. We
can also find skull deformations, a habit which came to the
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Fig. 1. Situation in Carpathian Basin at the beginning of the
Migration period. Sites with Roman pottery in the 5" century
barbaricum.

Carpathian Basin with new ethnics, such as Alans, Goths
and later also Huns.

I1. Pannonia in the 6" century

This province was officially conquered by the Huns in 433;
however, we must take into consideration the persisting Ro-
mans. Although even here we have discovered some eastern
cultural elements from the beginning of the 5" century, | do
consider the Roman pottery on Pannonian cemeteries as a
product of workshops, which — even in a restricted extent —
continued their production under the new rulers. Therefore, |
will not deal with such pottery in my paper. With the arrival of
the Lombards at the beginning of the 6™ century, the pottery
production of Roman Pannonia ended.

89



Epuarp KrREkOVIC

Fig. 2. Avar cemeteries with Roman pottery.

I11. The Carpathian Basin in the 7" to 8" century

In 568, after the Lombards had left to Italy, Avars, who be-
came the dominant cultural group in the Carpathian Basin.
There are many Avar cemeteries in the region, some of them
with Roman pottery finds.

Ad 1. | have focused on the finds which surely belong
to the Migration Period (phase D, c. 400-430). According
to the written sources, the major part of Germanic Quadi
(already known as Svebi) left to the West at the beginning
of the 5™ century. Those of the Svebi, who remained north
of the Danube accepted new cultural impulses.

We know Roman pottery from nine sites — four in Slo-
vakia, four in Moravia (eastern part of Czech Republic) and
one in Austria (fig. 1). We are talking about graves dated
mostly to the first half of the 5™ century, with two exceptions,
belonging to the second half of the 5" century (Novy Saldorf
and Sokolnice). Grey pots prevail (six pieces), while glazed
pots (three) and brown pots (two) represent new elements.

From the typological point of view, these pots are small
jugs of various shapes with one handle. In one case (Leoben-
dorf) it was a kind of an uncommon cup with two handles.
Similar cups, however with one handle, had been produced
in the 5" century in Pannonian manufactures in the region
of Danube bend? .

L K. OrromANYI, Késorémai keramia a lednyfalui értoronybol. Stud.
Comitatensia 22, 1991 pl. 6,25.

90

I am only familiar with two sites with Roman pottery in
the territory east of the Danube, where the Sarmatian lazygs
lived. In the well-known cemetery Csongrad, a yellow jug and
a fragment of the upper part of a glazed jug were found. The
jug with glazed surface comes from the area of Apatfalva. In
both cases, these sites are situated a bit further from the Da-
nube River and are dated into the first half of the 5" century.

In the 5™ century, particularly in its first half, we may still
observe the production of Pannonian pottery workshops and
probably also some kind of “export” to the close Barbaricum.
Except from pottery, also finds of glass vessels in graves from
the first half of the 5" century give evidence of persisting
trade relations with the population of Pannonia.

At Sarmatian sites, far less Roman pottery was found than
at Germanic sites north of the Danube, due to the existence of
a good quality wheel-made pottery in the Sarmatian region.

Ad Il.  Lombards continuously took the reign over Pan-
nonia during the first half of the 6™ century. A Lombardic
pottery productionwas not provable, but maybe it was based
on the Roman tradition. At the cemetery of Racalmas in a
Lombardic grave a small red vessel was found, which typo-
logically belongs to the early Roman period. It could be a
discovery from a Roman site or it could be gained by loo-
ting of an older grave. There is almost no Roman pottery in
Lombard cemeteries in Pannonia, which is quite remarkable,
particularly within the context of the later Avar graves.

Ad I1l. Itis very interesting that even 200-300 years after
the end of the Roman reign at the Central Danube, Roman
pottery appears in graves of the Avar period. We know 22
vessels from 11 sites (fig. 2). Five of them are directly situated
the territory of the former province of Pannonia and the rest
in its close neighbourhood. At the large cemetery of Devinska
Nova Ves with more than 800 graves, seven Roman vessels
were found.

From the technological-typological point of view, the pot-
tery in the Avar cemeteries has a slightly different character
than the finds in groups | and 11. There are only three glazed
pieces. Other pieces belong to higher and slimmer jugs of
a fine yellow fabric, which are similar to types produced in
the early Roman period. The only exception is represented
by the rounded jar-like vessel from Pokaszepetk.

In my opinion the presence of Roman pottery in Avar
graves can be explained by Avars looting the Roman graves
(not only from the late Roman period) and they liked espe-
cially those jug-like shapes, which they put into their own
graves later.

In conclusion, we may state that the production of Roman
pottery in Pannonia did not immediately stop with the fall
of the Roman Empire, but there are also no real and direct
successors to the Roman tradition of pottery manufacture.



ROMAN POTTERY IN THE MIGRATION PERIOD

Fig. 3. 1.12 Pilismarét; 2 Novy Saldorf; 3. 10 Csongrad; 4 Sokolnice; 5 Obid; 6 Nové; Zamky; 7 Racalmas; 8 Sremska
Mitrovica; 9 Dvory nad Zitavou; 11 Sarovce.
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Fig. 4. 1 Pokaszepetk; 2 Brnénské Ivanovice; 3 Sarovce; 4 Kiskoros; 5 Drslavice.
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ROMAN POTTERY IN THE MIGRATION PERIOD

Fig. 5. 1 Holiare; 2 Pilismarot; 3 Gyod; 4 Pokaszepetk; 5. 7 Malé Dvorniky; 6 Apatfalva; 8-9 Ull6.

93



Epuarp KREKOVIC

3 Leobendorf.

ka Nova Ves;

ins

Fig. 6. 1 Straze; 2-9 Dev
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List of barbarian sites from the 5" century (numbered
ason fig. 1):

1.
2.

© oo N U AW

Novy Saldorf: grey jug (fig. 3,2)?

Brnénské lvanovice: jug with green glaze on upper part
(fig. 4,2)°

Sokolnice: grey-brownish jug (fig. 3,4)*

Leobendorf: grey (?) two-handled cup (fig. 6,3)°
Drslavice: brown jug (fig. 4,5)°

Straze: small grey cup (fig. 6,1)7

Malé Dvorniky: two grey jugs (fig. 5,5.7)®

Dvory nad Zitavou; grey jug (fig. 3,9)°

Sarovce: two jugs with green glaze (fig. 3,11; 5,3)%°

10 Csongrad: uppert part of a jug with green glaze (fig. 3,3);

yellow jug (fig. 3,10)™

11. Apatfalva: jug with green glaze (fig. 5,6)*
Lombard cemetery from the 6" century (fig. 2)
12. Réacalmas: small red cup with red slip (fig. 3,7)*

TeraL 1982, 209 fig. 62,5.

2

3 lbid. 200 pl. 27,2.

4 Ibid. 215 fig.62:3.

5 G. MossLERr, Zwei neue Fundorte friihgeschichtlicher Graber in Nie-
derdsterreich. Osterr. Zeitschr. Kunst u. Denkmalpfl. 12, 1958, 110 fig.
138:2.

5 TrraL 1982, 201, T. VIII:4.

7 J. NEUSTUPNY, Prispévky k dobé stéhovani narodu v Karpatské kotling.
Obzor Prehist. 9, 1930-3, 17 fig. 3.

8 L. Kraskovsk4, Hroby z doby stahovania narodov na Zitnom ostrove.
Arch. Rozhledy 3, 1951 fig. 218.

9 K. PEta, Pohrebisko z doby stahovania narodov v Dvoroch nad Zitavou.
Stud. Zvesti 20, 1983 fig. 4,3.

10 B, Novorny, Sarovce (Bratislava 1976) pl. 15; 18.

11 M. P4rbucz, Archaologische Beitrage zur Geschichte der Hunnenzeit
in Ungarn. Acta Arch. Akad. Scien. Hungarica 11, 1959 pl. 7,8; 16,4.

12 M. BEres/G. Voros, Korai népvandorlaskori sirok Apatfalvarél. Méra
Ferenc mizeum évkényve. Stud. Arch. 4, 1998 fig. 2,1.

13 |. Bona/d. HorvATh, Langobardische Graberfelder in Westungarn
(Budapest 2009) 88 pl. 32,3,3.
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10.
11.
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Gyédd: yellow jug (fig. 5,3)®
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