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the earliest Danubian fort of eastern Pannonia was built on 
the territory of Budapest i, Viziváros1 (fig.1). according to 
military historical data, the ala fort fulfilled an important 
role in the second half of the 1st century at the end of a radial 
road that connected italy with the Danube2. Close to 2.500 
sigillata vessels have been published from the capital of the 
later Pannonia inferior since the 1870s, but due to historical 
reasons of research, most of them came from the territories of 
the legionary fortress established in aD 893and the attached 
canabae. the number of finds published from the buildings 
of the civil town, the municipium and later the colonia (centre 
of the fire brigade4, gas factory5, pottery shop6, basilica7) in 
comparison is low and the few sigillata vessels from the civil 
town do not allow a comparative analysis. Unfortunately it 
cannot be determined, if the ceramics taken to museums 
and sometimes published in the late 19th and the early 20th 
century were found in the civil town or on Óbuda, the cana-
bae legionis, and the material of the excavations conducted 
in the civil town in the 1960s has not yet been published. 
thus the majority of the published terra sigillata, 1.757 
items, originates from the territory of the canabae legionis 
where numerous rescue excavations were conducted from 
the 1930’s up to 2003.

although the number of the mostly unpublished finds 
from Viziváros is low, the range of the material can be com-
pared with that of the terra sigillata of the ala fort of Óbuda 

1 a. Radnóti, Buda régészeti emlékei [archäologische Denkmäler von 
Buda]. in: magyarország műemléki topográfiája iV. Budapest műemlé-
kei (Budapest 1955) 24–26; Re Suppl. iX (1962) 634 s. v. Pannonia (a. 
Mócsy); t. nagy, Római kor. in: L. Gerevich (ed.), Budapest története 
(Budapest 1973) 86; K. Póczy, aquicum. Strecke aquincum–Campona. 
in: J. Fitz (ed.), Der römische Limes in Ungarn. istván Király műzeum 
Közleményei a 22 (Székesfehérvár 1976) 88.

2 K. genseR, entstehung und entwicklung des mittleren Donaulimes. 
Linzer arch. Forsch. Sonderh. 25 (Linz 2001) 13–15.

3 B. LóRincz, Die Besatzungstruppen des Legionslagers von aquincum 
am ende des 1.–anfang des 2. Jahrhunderts. acta arch. acad. Scien. 
Hungaricae 32, 1978, 299–312.

4 L. nagy, La maison du collège des pompiers de la ville civile d’ aquin-
cum. Diss. Pannonicae 2,11 (Budapest 1941) 222–244.

5 B. KuzsinszKy, a gázgyári római fazekastelep aquincumban/Die römer-
zeitliche töpfersiedlung auf dem Gebiete der Gasfabrik von aquincum. 
Budapest Régiségei 11, 1932, 90 ss., 358 ss.

6 gy. Juhász, a lezouxi terra sigillata gyárak aquincumi lerakata (Die 
niederlage der Sigillata-Werkstätten von Lezoux in aquincum). arch. 
Ért. 49 , 1936, 33–48.

7 t. nagy, Periódus-kutatások az aquincumi polgárváros területén (er-
forschung der Perioden auf dem Gebiete der Zivilstadt von aquincum). 
Budapest Régiségei 21, 1964, 200.

and its auxiliary vicus and, from the end of the 1st century, 
the castra legionis and the canabae legionis. according to 
P. Kovács, the Viziváros settlement established at the place 
of the ala fort could have been the centre of the civitas Er-
aviscorum8 and so the analysis of this pottery group offers an 
insight into the import trade of two settlements of Aquincum, 
which were spatially separated and had different functions. 

according to military tombstones found here, the first 
garrison in the middle of 1st century was the ala I Hispano-
rum9 and the troop that replaced this unit in aD 69 (ala I 
Hispanorum Auriana and later the ala I Hispanorum Cam-
pagonum) remained in Aquincum until the beginning of the 
2nd century10. a settlement was erected in the place of the fort, 
which survived until the second half of the 4th century. From 
the second half of the 4th century, the decimated late Roman 
population cut graves into the by then abandoned buildings11. 

Small-scale investigations were carried out in the area 
of Viziváros at the beginning of the 20th century and in the 
1960s12. the excavations were started by K. Kérdő in 1991 
and unearthed large surfaces on closely linked areas (fig. 
2)13. the estimated extent of the 1st century fort could be 
determined from the main road that ran outside the fort (limes 
road) and the location of the unearthed kilns? and graves14.

in the Water town, during the excavations led by Katalin 
Kérdő 1.090 sigillata vessels came to light at 16 sites. many 
of them were italian terra sigillata. these types can often been 
found in the ala forts of Óbuda and even on the territory of the 
castra legionis15. nevertheless such a high number has only 

8 P. Kovács, Castellum és vicus kapcsolata az alső-pannoniai limes men-
tén. Ókortudományi Ért. 2,1998, 15–16; P. Kovács, Vicus és castellum 
kapcsolata az alső-pannoniai limes mentén. Stud. Class. Univ. Catholicae 
Petro Pázmány nom. Ser. Hist. 1 (Piliscsaba 1999) 285–289; P. Kovács, 
Pannonia története Kr.u. 54–166 között a források fényében. In: B. 
Fehér/P. Kovács (ed.), Pannonia története Kr.u.54–166 közt. Fontes 
Pannoniae Ant. 2 (Budapest 2004) 183.

9 B. KuzsinszKy, Újabb kőemlékek az aquincumi múzeumban (neuere 
Steindenkmäler im aquincum museum). Budapest Régiségei 7,1900, 
25 ss.

10 LőRincz 2001, 67.
11 KéRdő 2005, 94–95.
12 Kaba 1963, 259–298.
13 KéRdő 2003, 81–84.
14 id. 2005, 86–89.
15 K. Póczy, Festett állatalakos edények aquincumban. arch. Ért. 79, 1952, 

89; gabLeR 1976, 22; id. 2002, 228; J. Lebegyev/a. MáRton 2003, 159 
figs. 3,2–6 (in the legionary fortress); D. gabLeR, terra sigillaták. in: 
a tribunus laticlaviusok háza az aquincumi 2–3.sz.–i legiotáborban 
(Das Haus der tribuni laticlavii aus dem Legionslager vom 2.–3. Jh. in 
aquincum). Budapest Régiségei 28, 1991, 135.

Terra sigillaTa from Aquincum-ViziVáros (WaTer ToWn)

Dénes Gabler
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dénes gabLeR

fig. 1. Position of the Viziváros (Water town) ala fort in Aquincum (after KéRdő 2005).

fig. 2. Sites in the Viziváros (Water town) in Aquincum (after KéRdő 2005).
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teRRa sigiLLata fRoM Aquincum-viziváRos (WateR toWn)

been found in Viziváros. naa analysis will help to distinguish 
the different workshops16 and whether any of the pottery came 
from arezzo. a fragment bearing the stamp L.Ge(llius) found 
at Királyfürdő (King Bath) (fig. 11) seems most likely to have 
come from Arretium17 the arezzo location of the Gellius work-
shop was recently questioned. 91 stamped items of L. Gellius 
have been recorded from 16 sites in Pannonia, mostly from 
along the ‘amber Route’ in the western part of the province18. 
a cup with the stamp CaLamVS (fig. 3b) can be attributed 

16 this analysis will be carried out by Dr. márta Balla, institut for nuclear 
technics of technical University of Budapest.

17 Kaba 1963 fig.13,11.
18 Emona (34 items): S. zabehLicKy-scheffeneggeR, einige Bemerkun-

gen zur Verbreitung italischer Keramik (besonders terra sigillata) 
in Jugoslavien. in: Gomolava. Chronologie und Stratigraphie der 
vorgeschichtlichen und antiken Kulturen der Donauniederung und 
Südeuropas 1. Symposium Ruma 1986 (novi Sad 1988) 240 nr.13; 
17; 22; 27–28; 241 nr. 31–34; 38–40; 242 nr. 56; 59–60; 62; 67; 70; 
75; 78–82; 243 nr.97; 101. – Siscia (17 items): MaKJanić 1995, 53. – 
Carnuntum (10 items): m. gRüneWaLd, Sigillata und ein rot überfärbtes 
Keramikfragment aus Carnuntum in der Sammlung eike meinrad 
Winkler. Fundber. Österreich 18. 1979, 82; m. gRüneWaLd, Die Funde 
aus dem Schutthügel des Legionslagers von Carnuntum (Die Baugrube 
Pingitzer). RLÖ 32 (Wien 1983) taf. 1,3; 7,2–5; zabehLicKy-scheffe-
neggeR 1986 abb. 4,1.11; gabLeR/RauchenWaLd 1992, 448. – Dobova: 
P. PetRu, Rimski grobovi iz Dobova Ribnice in Petrunja vasu. Razprave 
SaZU 6 (Ljubljana 1969) taf. 4,3.6. – Neviodunum: S. PetRu/P. PetRu, 
neviodunum (Drnovo pri Krškem). Kat. monogr. 15 (Ljubljana 1978) 
taf. 41,1.5.12.17. – Poetovio: i. MiKL cuRK, terra sigillata iz Poeto-
vija. Časopis za zgodovino in narodopisje 4, 1968, 64–82; ead., Some 
sigillata finds from Ptuj. arh. Vestnik 32, 1981, 96. – Savaria: vágó 
1977, 108 taf. 1,1; 2,3; 9,1–3; gabLeR 1973, 11; 40. – Deutschkreutz, 
oslip: D. gabLeR, italische Sigillaten in nordwest-Pannonien. Wiss. 
arbeiten Burgenland 51 (eisenstadt 1973) 6. – Katzelsdorf: H. KeRch-
LeR, Beiträge zur Kentnis der römisch-pannonischen Hügelgräberkultur 
ii. arch. austriaca Beih. 8 (Wien 1967) taf. 59,5. – Weiden am See: 
a. baRb, Frührömische Gräber vom Burgenland. Diss. Pannonicae 2,5 
(Budapest 1938) 138. – mursella: e. szőnyi, Kutatások mursellában az 
Árpás-Dombi földön 1975–1980 között végzett feltárásokról. Comm. 
arch. Hungariae 1981, 101. – Sirmium, Burgenae: bRuKneR 1981 pl. 
1,30–38. – Aquincum: gabLeR 2006, 91 abb.3.

to a potter from the Po valley (Claudian-neronian?)19. the 
figlinae SeC.C.t 20 and C.t.SUC 21 are represented by more 
items (fig. 4). the ware of the latter one was also found at the 
cemetery of the fort22. the stamp L.m.V can be found on a 
hemispherical cup Consp. 34.23 these stamps are found out-
side italy only in Noricum, Pannonia and Moesia superior24. 
the distribution area of the last workshop was insignificant 
as compared to that of L. Gellius25

in the area of the ala fort the following forms of italian 
sigillata were found: Consp. 20.4.4, Consp. 34.2, Consp. 26, 
Consp. 39, Consp. 43 and Consp. 45.3.

most of them show the common appliques as garlands, 
rosettes and various masks (figs. 4b,1–7)26. Dishes Consp. 39 

19 schindLeR/scheffeneggeR 1977 taf. 94,1–2; 334 (tiberian-Claudian); 
S. zabehLicKy-scheffeneggeR, magdalensberg. Grabungsbericht. 
ausgr. magdalensberg 14 (Klagenfurt 1980) 222. – in Pannonia this 
is only recorded from Sirmium: bRuKneR 1981 pl. 1,12, 9,8 (not South 
Gaulish!). – Just a few entries are recorded even in italy: oCK 485.

20 vágó 1977 abb. 5,27. – this sherd was found in Budapest i.distr. Fő 
u.70 (Gasparecz excavation): oCK 2024 (late tiberian-Vespasian). 
although a coin was found in the cemetery of angera iV. grave 41, 
but it is illegible. – m. P. LavizzaRi-PedRazzini, angera romana. in: G. 
Sena Chiesa (ed.), Scavi nella necropoli 1970–1979. archeologica 44 
(Roma 1985) 354.

21 KéRdő 2005, 91 fig.8,97 (site: Buda i. tölgyfa u.3-Henger u.2, Kacsa 
u.7). – oCK 2028. the nomen gentile could be taP( ).

22 t. habLe, elózetes jelentés egy kelta (eraviszkusz) telep és római kori 
temető feltárásáról a vizivárosi katonai tábortól délre (Bp.i.ker. Cor-
vin tér) (Preliminary report on the excavations of a Celtic (eraviscus) 
settlement and a Roman Period Cemetery south of the military fort in 
the Viziváros). aquincumi Füzetek 4, 1998, 32.

23 Site: Budapest i. medve u. 8–14 (excavation K. Kérdő). aquincum 
museum inv. 96.2.092.

24 D. gabLeR, L.mag( ) Viri(lis). Un atelier tardo-padana di terra sigillata. 
acta arch. acad. Scien. Hungaricae 54, 2003, 92–93.

25 oCK 51 fig.6.
26 e. schindLeR KaudeLKa/u. fastneR/M. gRubeR, italische Sigillata mit 

appliken in noricum (mit einem Beitrage von G. Schneider). arch. Forsch. 
6 (Wien 2001) G 20; G 6; R 8; D 16; D 22; D 24; D 28; m 47; m 12.

fig. 3. a. Aquincum-Water town. Stamp on a north italian cup (Budapest i. King Bath) (after Kaba 1963). – 
b. Distribution of north italian terra sigillata with the stamp CaLamVS.

a

b
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fig. 4. a. Distribution of north italian ware of the potter C.t.SUC in Aquincum-Viziváros (after vágó 1977). – b. italian 
terra sigillata in Aquincum-Viziváros: 1–2 Consp. 20; 3–7 Consp. 34; 8–9. Consp. 39, 43; 10. Consp. 45.

a

b



61

teRRa sigiLLata fRoM Aquincum-viziváRos (WateR toWn)

and cups Consp. 43 of the so called form-group B 27are com-
mon in Viziváros(figs. 4,8–9), while cups Consp. 45.3 with 
barbotine decorations (fig. 4,10) rarely occur28. the workshop 
of this latter form has to be localised in Pisa or in etruria29.

among the earliest finds are wares which are spread over 
the entire mediterranean region (L. Gellius), and some from 
insignificant little workshops (e.g. Calamus). naturally the 
wares from north-italian workshops (L.m.V.; fig. 4c,4), 
which were established to supply the Danubian provinces, 
are represented with the largest numbers in the material, 
especially C.t.SUC vessels are very common at the fort and 
the vicus of Víziváros and its cemetery.

italian terra sigillata is represented with 10.8 % in the 
Viziváros find material (fig. 5a), while it is only 2.3 % for 
the ala fort of Óbuda erected in aD 73 and its region30 and 
also on the territory of the legionary fortress and the cana-
bae legionis of the Domitianic period. a higher proportion 
(4–5 %) could only be observed with the find material of 
the southern part of the canabae, uncovered by the excava-
tions in nagyszombat Street31. the italian workshops were 
represented with only 0.5 % on the territories north of the 
legionary fortress, in the finds of the Hercules villa32 and the 
public building in Folyamőr Street. 

this has chronological reasons: the Viziváros fort is 
older by a quarter of a century than the Óbuda castellum 
so it is understandable that more goods arrived here than to 
territories 6 km north of it, which were not yet occupied by 
the military (fig. 5b). no italian sigillata decorated with ap-
pliqués has yet been found in the civil town and only a few 
wares with barbotine decoration of the later morphological 
group B have been identified33. 

the main source of terra sigillata was north italy at the 
time of the construction of the Óbuda ala fort, and the first 
imports arrived from La Graufesenque only in the 80s and 
90s. nine items represent the earlier form Drag 29 in the 
Viziváros fort (fig. 6)34, while in the region of the Óbuda ala 
fort, this type was found only in majláth Street35 and no more 
than two items were uncovered on the territory of the civil 
town36. the distribution of the later South Gaulish wares is 
more balanced. their proportion is 20.3 % in Viziváros (fig. 
5b) and 15.5 % in the region of the Óbuda ala fort and the 

27 S. zabehLicKy-scheffeneggeR, terra sigillata tardo padana. acta RCRF 
31–32, 1992, 429–431.

28 Budapest i. medve u.8–14, aquincum museum inv. 96.2.278.
29 L. Rivet/e. schindLeR KaudeLKa, Les sigillées tardo-italiques de formes 

Drag.35–36 (Consp. 39–44) à decor barbotine. SFeCaG actes Congrès 
Pézeans (marseille 2006) 647–651.

30 e. tóth/g. véKony, Beiträge zu Pannoniens Geschichte im Zeitalter des 
Vespasianus. acta arch. acad. Scien. Hungaricae 22,1970, 134–161; m. 
néMeth, Forschungen in alenkastell von aquincum. akten 14. internat. 
Limeskongress 1986 Carnuntum. RLÖ 36 (Wien 1990) 675–681; ead., 
Kutatások az aquincumi alatábor területén (Forschungen im Gebiet des 
ala-Lagers von aquincum. Budapest Régiséget 30, 1993, 55–59.

31 Lebegyev/MáRton 2003, 159 (12 items of italian terra sigillata); váMos 
2002 (6 items).

32 gabLeR 1976, 21–24.
33 Póczy 1952, 89; nagy 1964, 43; gabLeR 1976, 22.
34 Kaba 1963 fig. 14,8; Mees 1993, 62 taf. 4,1; aquincum museum inv 

89.1.2341; 96.2.108–110; 96.2.136; 96.2–241–242; 96.2.511; 96.2.295; 
96.2.396; 96.2.648. 

35 gabLeR 1976, 25.
36 a. Mees, Probleme um die anfangsdatierung von aquincum. Budapest 

Régiségeo 30, 1993, 61

legionary fortress of the Domitianic period37. at the same 
time, their proportion is around 25% in the southern part 
of the canabae legionis, where the auxiliary vicus of the 
1st century can be localised38 (fig. 8a). a study by a. mees 
informs us about the quantity of the South Gaulish wares in 
Aquincum: more than one third of the 178 items published 
by him have an unknown provenance39. He described finds 
from eight sites within the canabae; their quantity is about 
three times larger than the finds known from the territory of 
the civil town. Bassanac is represented by a somewhat higher 
proportion at all the sites than La Graufesenque40.

the bowls Drag.37 can be related to Germanus iii (figs. 
6,5–6)41 and to mercator’s circle (fig. 7,4). Several fragments 
can be attributed to the workshop of natalis or Germanus Vi/
Vii (figs. 6,11–12). the terra sigillata of La Graufesenque 
occurred in the largest number; in this material, we have 
found nine bowls Drag. 29, which is significant not only for 
Aquincum but also for Pannonia (compare: 12 items have 
been found in Carnuntum during more than 100 years of 

37 gabLeR 1976, 24–27 (10 %); Mees 1993, 72–73; gabLeR 2002, 229; 
236–237 (6,9 %); id., Samian ware from Óbuda-Folyamőr Street 
(forthcoming) (here the share is only 3,9 %). 

38 Mees 1993, 72; Vámos 2002, 35–41; Lebegyev/MáRton 2003, 126.
39 Mees 1993, 72 abb.1.
40 ibid. 72.
41  aquincum museum inv. 89.1.2325; B. dicKinson, the samian pottery 

stamps. in: i. Stead/V. Rigby (eds.), Baldock. the excavation of a Roman 
and pre-Roman dettlement 1968–1972. Britannia. monogr. 7 (London 
1986) 206; Mees 1995, 79; WebeR-hiden 1996 pl. 4,7–9; 5,1

fig. 5. a. Pie chart indicating the provenance of terra sigillata 
in Aquincum-Viziváros. – b. Sources of the terra sigillata from 
the area of the fort in Viziváros and the Flavian fort and later 

canabae legionis in Óbuda.

b

a
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fig. 6. South Gaulish sigillata in Aquincum-Viziváros. 1–3 
Drag.29; 4–12 Drag.37. 1–10 Ware from La Graufesenque; 11–12 

Ware of Banassac.

fig. 7. South Gaulish sigillata in Aquincum-Viziváros. 1–6 
Drag.37; 7–9 Drag.27; 10.12 Drag. 35 and Drag.36; 11 Drag.18.

fig. 8a. South Gaulish sigillata in the canabae legionis of 
Aquincum.

fig. 8b. Central Gaulish sigillata in the canabae legionis 
of Aquincum.
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investigations)42. the fragments cannot be attributed to a single 
potter: the motifs and the compositions are characteristic for 
the officina of modestus or Frontinus. they can be dated to 
the neronian/Vespasianic period or the early phase of Domi-
tian’s reign43. Some of the Drag. 37 bowls can be related to 
the Germanus iii series, of which 28 occurrences have been 
recorded in Pannonia. most of the vessels of the Condatomagus 
manufacture can be related to mercator’s circle44. Several items 
represent the Banassac workshop, although their number is 
lower than that of the sigillata from La Graufesenque45. Several 
fragments can be attributed to the workshop of natalis46 or 

42 D. gabLeR, Gallische Sigillaten in Carnuntum und auf dem Pfaffenberg. 
anodos. Studies of the ancient world in honour of Werner Jobst 8, 2008 
(2010) 177.

43 B. dicKinson, the Samian. in: a. G. marvell/H. S.owen-John (eds.), 
Leu carum. excavations at the Roman auxiliary Fort at Longhor, West 
Glamorgan 1982–84 and 1987–88. Britannia monogr. 12 (London 1997) 
299.

44 aquincum museum inv. 96.2.224. – Mees 1995, 86.
45 the share of La Graufesenque and of Banassac see gabLeR 2004, 146.
46 Budapest i. medve u.8–14. aquincum museum inv. 96.2.278 and 291. – For 

the beginning of this workshop see fabeR 1994, 177; for late trade of this 
ware see: K. Roth-Rubi, Die Villa von Stutheien-HüttvilentG. ein Gutshof 
der mittleren Kaiserzeit. antiqua 14 (Basel 1986) 23, 74; P. fasoLd, Das 

Germanus Vi/Vii,47 and they were probably already produced 
in the trajanic-Hadrianic period.

Central Gaulish sigillata is already more modestly rep-
resented in the Water town, while the average of this ware is 
high in the military town. the earliest bowl can be attributed 
to the workshop of Drusus ii48. the ware of Cinnamus49 and 
Paternus ii can be found in higher numbers.

Regarding the percentage of distribution of the Central 
Gaulish terra sigillata, a much higher proportion can evidently 
be observed in the canabae legionis. the proportion of the 
mostly Lexoux wares is 23.8 % in the Viziváros material (fig. 
5a), while the average of this ware is 35.7% in the military 
town and reaches even 52.2 % and 64.2 % in the south, at 
the nagyszombat Street sites50 (fig. 8). it is most probably 
due to the development observed after the “final” completion 

römisch-norische Gràberfeld von Seebruck-Bedaium. materialh. Bayer. 
Vorgesch. a 64 (Kallmünz/opf. 1993) 41; mees 1995, 111.

47 Budapest i. medve u. 8–14, aquincum museum inv. 96.2.503. – For 
suggested date see: Mees 1995, 110

48 stanfieLd/siMPson 1990, 212.– Canabae legionis of Aquincum: Lebe-
gyev/MáRton 2003,131. – Pannonia: WebeR-hiden 1996, 130.

49 aquincum museum inv. 96.2.200; 96.2.213; 96.2.485.
50 váMos 2002, 43–53; Lebegyev/MáRton 2003, 131–133.

fig. 9. Central Gaulish sigillata in Aquincum-Viziváros. 
1–8 Drag.37; 9–10 Drag.33.

fig. 10. Rheinzabern ware in Aquincum-Viziváros. 1–8 Drag. 
37; 9–10 Lud tb; 11 Drag.32; 12 Drag.38; 13 Drag.33; 14 

Drag.43.
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of the legionary fortress of Aquincum51 especially in the set-
tlement parts south and southwest of the castra legionis, and 
in the period when the civil town was raised to the rank of a 
municipium in Hadrian’s time. the development of the territory 
north of the legionary fortress must have been slower, and it was 
not accidental that the proportion of the Central Gaulish wares 
was much under the average (23.5 % and 15.7 %) on the area 
of Hercules villa52 and the public building in Folyamőr Street.

the wares of the central Gaulish workshops appeared 
late in the settlement established at the place of the Viziváros 
fort (fig. 9) and their numbers were lower than those of the 
South Gaulish sigillata. 

a significant body of material represents the Rheinzabern 
manufacture as well, although the products of this production 
centre can be found in large numbers nearly everywhere in 
Pannonia (fig. 10). in our material, the series Januarius i, 
Cobnertus iii 53and Cerialis V54 can be dated to the period 
preceding the marcomannic-Sarmatian wars in aD 166–180. 
the proportion of the officinae of the Severan period is the 
most significant in Viziváros as well. the items of the work-

51 m. néMeth, aquincum-castra legionis. in: Zs. Visy (ed.), the Roman 
army in Pannonia. an archaeological guide of the ripa Pannonica 
(Budapest 2003) 99–101.

52 gabLeR 1976, 27; D. gabLeR, Samian ware from Óbuda-Folyamőr street 
(forthcoming).

53 Production of Cobnertus iii: biegeRt/LaubeR/KoRtüM 1995, 551; Mees 
2002, 239. – in Pannonia this ware is comon: WebeR-hiden 1996, 
320–323 taf. 86,2–10; 87,1–4 (Vindobona); gabLeR/PichLeRová 1996, 
65; deKan/KuzMová 1996, 161 nr.139–141 (Gerulata); KuzMová 1992 
Kat.119–124 (Brigetio); MiKL cuRK 1969 nr.173–177, 334 (Poetovio).

54 Kaba 1963, fig.12,19. – Dating: gabLeR 1994, 359; K. KuzMová, terra 
sigillata im Vorfeld des pannonischen Limes (Südwestslowakei). arch. 
Slovaca. monogr. Fontes 16 (nitra 1997) 45; Mees 2002, 332.

shops of Comitialis iV,55 Bfattoni56 and Janu ii belong here57. 
75 vessels of the last are recorded from Pannonia (fig. 11)58. 
the relatively low number of the wares from the later phase 
of Rheinzabern is conspicuous because in the material of the 
canabae of Aquincum the quantity of the imported wares was 
four and a half times higher after the marcomannic wars than 

55 Kaba 1963 fig.15,6. – Dating: Mees 2002, 335.
56 Kaba 1963 fig.15,7.– Pannonia: WebeR-hiden 1996, 264 taf.107,266; 

108,1.9; 268 taf. 109,1–2; 270 taf. 110,1–9 (Vindobona); KuzMová 
1992, nr. 176–188 (Brigetio); MiKL cuRK 1969 Kat.180–186 (Poetovio).

57 WebeR-hiden 1996 taf.134,1–8; 135,1–17 (Vindobona); KandLeR 
zöchMann 1997 taf.23, 5–6 (Carnuntum); gabLeR/PichLeRová 1996, 
64 nr.95–96; deKan/KuzMová 1996, 162, nr.153; vaRsiK/KuzMová/
schMidtová 1996, 226 nr.31 (Gerulata); KuzMová 1992 Kat.248–249 
(Brigetio); MiKL cuRK 1969 nr.161–169 (Poetovio); gabLeR 2001 
nr.65–69; id. 2002a nr. 12–13 (Baláca).

58 Suggested dating: Mees 2002, 236; bittneR/zetsche 1986, 253; zanieR 
1992, 128; schaub 1994, 440; giMbeR 2006, 375.

fig. 11. Distribution of the ware of Janu ii in Pannonia.

fig. 12. Rheinzabern ware in the canabae legionis in Aquincum.
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before, which suggests an economic boom in the Severan 
period at least in the towns of the ripa Pannonica59.

the Rheinzabern sigillata arrived first of all on the ter-
ritory of the canabae legionis (36.4 %) (fig. 12) although a 
fair number of this ceramic type was found in the Viziváros 
settlement as well (32.4 %, fig. 5a). their distribution is 
rather uneven in the canabae. this ware type can be found 
in a quantity far below the average in the southern part (22.1 
% and 12.3 %)60, while in the public building complexes of 
the northern part of the canabae, their proportion is 39 % and 
64.7 % (the latter in Folyamőr Street)61. that is probably due 
to the fact that certain areas of the southern part of the canabae 
were already abandoned in the middle of the 3rd century, while 
large, luxurious, public buildings were raised in the northern 
part during the Severan period.

59  Vindobona  Carnuntum  Poetovio  Gorsium
 aD 155/160–aD 178/180      127      43     55     21
 aD 178/180–middle of 3rd c.      410    142   166     91
60 váMos 2002; Lebegyev/MáRton 2003.
61 gabLeR 2002, 235.

the proportion of the Westerndorf sigillata (fig. 13) is 
relatively high in Viziváros (4.8 %, fig. 5a). that can be 
observed by dealing with the material of the Roman bath, 
the so called Kastellbad of the fort uncovered in the area 
of Király bath62, which more or less matches the ratio of 
the Westerndorf sigillata (fig. 14). found at the sites of the 
canabae63. this proportion was lower at one of the sites in 
nagyszombat Street (3.4 %)64, while a maximal proportion 
(9.9 %) appeared at another site in the southern part of the 
canabae65, which was similar to the ratio observed in area 
of the Hercules villa (9.1 %)66. the share of the Western-
dorf material is somewhat more significant at the Viziváros 
sites67. the wares of the Comitialis group and of Helenius 

62 Kaba 1963, fig.13,7; 16–17.
63 aquincum museum inv. 96.2.493, 96.2.270, 96.2. 298.
64 váMos 2002,59.
65 Lebegyev/MáRton 2003, 135.
66 gabLeR 2002, 233–235.
67 aquincum museum inv. 92.9. 105; 96.2.207; 96.2.414–415; 96.2.423.

fig. 13. Westerndorf (1–10) and Pfaffenhofen ware (11–12), north 
african red slip ware (13) in Aquincum-Viziváros.
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and onniorix are equally represented among the finds68. 
the Westerndorf material is six times richer here than in the 
interior of the province, which clearly demonstrates that the 
manufacture had its markets mainly along the ripa Danuvii. 
the sigillata from Westerndorf can be found in Pannonia 
mainly in forts and towns along the Danubian limes (1341 
pieces, while in other areas of the province only 235 pieces 
were found), because this area benefited the most from the 
economic boom of the Severan period. in the Water town the 
proportion of this pottery is 4,8 %. 

only a few items can be attributed to the Pfaffenhofen 
workshop (fig. 13,11–12)69. the quantity of the Pfaffenhofen 
ware is extremely low everywhere. its proportion is 1,4 % 
in the Viziváros material (fig. 5a), which is just the same as 
on the sites of the canabae.than the average of the sites of 
the canabae (fig. 5b). only Hercules villa and its close sur-
roundings show higher values (2,3 % and 1,8 %)70

the importation of terra sigillata from the Rhine and 
other production centres drastically decreased in the second 
third of the 3rd century, linked with the stagnation of the 
commercial contacts, the decrease of the purchasing power 
and the sinking of the life standard of the urban population 
of the frontier zone.

north african red slip wares have also been found in the 
Viziváros material(fig.13,13). one fragment can be identi-
fied as Hayes 59 B71. the north african C ware appeared 
in Aquincum in the second half of the 3rd century72. a more 
significant importation can be expected only from the time 
after the closing of the western sigillata factories. the Pan-
nonian finds contributed to the dating of african sigillata 
(Intercisa pit. no. 73/58: coin of Severus alexander)73. the 
Viziváros item can be dated from the third decade of the 4th 
century to the beginning of the 5th century74. north african 
pottery arrived in Pannonia through northern italy, where 

68 Kaba 1963 fig.13,7; 16–17 (Comitialis); fig.13,18 (Helenius).
69 aquincum museum inv. 96.2.489.
70 gabLeR 2002, 233.
71 Budapest i. medve u.8–14, aquincum museum inv. 96.2.129.
72 KenRicK 1985, 356–357; WiLLiaMs/zeRvos 1983, 14; hayes 1983, 97.
73 D. gabLeR, Spätantike Sigillaten in Pannonien. ein nachtrag zu den 

nordafrikanischen Sigillaten. Carnuntum Jahrb. 1988, 13.
74 hayes 1972, 93.

african wares were relatively common (fig. 15). the finds 
of Aquileia, Emona, Virunum, Celeia, Poetovio, Salla and 
Savaria outline the transportation route. in the past decades, 
a number of items were uncovered in Pannonia (recorded 
from 12 new sites) and not only in Vindobona75, Savaria76 or 
Carnuntum77, where these types had already been recorded, 
but in Gerulata78, Brigetio79, the villa of Baláca80, at Bala-
tonakali81, in the small Late Roman fort of Visegrád-Gizella 
major82 and in the region of Aquincum (Ulcisia Castra, the 
canabae legionis of Aquincum83, the settlements at Budaörs, 
Páty84 and Érd85). 

a number of examples of this material were uncovered 
in the settlements around Aquincum, while others were un-
covered in villas on the ‘amber Route’ and in the Balaton 
region.. the insignificant quantity of north african pottery 
in the Water town is linked with the gradual depopulation 
of this settlement, which is corroborated by burials from 
the end of the 4th century. the importation of north african 
red slip ware proves that a commercial connection existed 
between the Danubian provinces, among them Pannonia, 
and the mediterranean region even in the second half of the 
3rd century and in the 4th century.

the chronological distribution of the Viziváros finds 
ranges from the middle of the 1st century to the end of the 4th 
century, but it seems that after the abandonment of the fort 
in the trajanic period, imported ware arrived in a smaller 
quantity in the civilian settlement. a slight increase can be 
observed in the Severan period but only because of the pro-
portion of the Westerndorf wares. the import of terra sigillata 
drastically decreased in the middle third of the 3rd century. 
only a few Pfaffenhofen bowls can be dated to this period, 
but not a single vessel of the late Dicanus wares could be 
found. the insignificant number of north african pottery is 
linked with the gradual depopulation of the settlement, which 
is corroborated by burials from the end of the 4th century86.
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fig. 14. Westerndorf sigillata in Aquincum.
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