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ASPECTS OF A ROMAN BATH AT ARGOS

During the summer of 1994 and 1995, the 4" Ephorate of
Prehistoric and Classical Antiquitiesat Nauplion carried out
a rescue excavation' on the plot of A. Yiakoumakis, at the
southwest part of the modern city of Argos, in Peloponnese.

Onthe south part of the plot and over an areaof 70 square
metres, the western, underground part of aroman bath com-
plex? was revealed. This bath complex was part of aninsula
and it was situated between two ancient roads, the oneto the
north occupied the central part of the plot and the other to the
east revealed at the southeast of the plot, during the rescue
excavationsin the adjacent modern street to the south. It al'so
set: a) to the south of the ancient agora, the public thermaeA
and B2 and two private baths*, b) about 100 m to the north of
the south part of the city wall® and c) to the west of the road
which led towards L erna® through the Lerna Gate.

The bath complex includes a hot chamber (caldarium
or cella caldaria or fspudc or eairtepog — £voodTepog 0iKog)
with two hot-water pools (one rectangular in the north side
of the square central hall and one apsidal in the west) and a
third room (third pool or tepidarium) at the south side not
fully excavated’.

Fragments of mosaics® with geometric motifs have been
revealed during rescue excavations in the adjacent street to
the south. They seem to bel ong to the apodyteriumor waiting
room for the bathers which was extended to the southeast
of the caldarium?®. Other constructions (a cistern and a built

1 For the excavation preliminary report see: Yrovpyeio Toudeiag rat
®Opnokevpdtov, Toltiopov kot ABAntiopov, I'evikny Ipappateio
[ToMtiopob, I'evikn AevBvven Apyatotitev kat [ToAtioTikng
KXinpovopudg, 2000-2010. And 1o avackapiko ‘Epyo tov Egopeidv
Apyarotitov (Abnve 2012) 90.

2 For adetailed presentation of thisbath complex see: Zappr) 2009, 75-92
niv. 15-18. Besides thanksreferred in thisarticle, | would additionally
like to thank the Director of the 4th Ephorate A. Papadimitriou and the
colleagues A. Kossiva, E. Zosi, M. Skourtis and E. Giannopoulos for
their support to my work.

3 Thebath complex was situated about 250 m to the south of thermae A

and 220 m to the southwest of thermae B. For these compl exes see bib-

liography in Koutoussaki 2008, 28—-32 nos. 32—35; 39; A. PARIENTE/M.

PierarT/J.-P. THALMAN, Les Recherches sur I’ Agorad’ Argos. Résultats

et Perspectives. In: P, Pariente/T. Touchais 1998, 220; 226; 227; 231 fig.

5 [PT]; I. NieLsen, Thermae et Balnea: the Architecture and Cultural

History of Roman Public Baths 2 (Aarhus 1990) 32 (C.252).

Zappry 2009, 85.

Ibid. 84 niv. 18 k. 10

Ibid. 85 onu. 51.

Ibid. niv. 15 gw. 2.

Ibid. niv. 17 gw. 8-9.

Ibid. niv. 17 . 7.
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channel) and the tegulae mammatae found in the adjacent
areato the west plot of Karanikolas' can be associated with
thewater supply of the bath complex. Dueto the excavations
carried out at the adjacent areas, we can estimate that the
wholeinstallation once covered an areaof 345 square metres.

Inside the hypocaustum, ceramics were excavated!! that
served the needs of the bathers. The objects were found in
thelayer of destruction accumulated in the underground part
and they seem to come from the ground floor of the bath. The
layer contained alot of building materials: mortars, small and
larger stones, fragments of tiles, bricksand thin marble slabs
suitable for the coating of the walls. Underneath this layer,
came to light the area with strong traces of fire.

Among the finds there is a small trefoil jug'? (MA BE
05/5719)* that may have been filled with aromatic oil for
the bathing. Itsbody is pear-shaped, the neck islow but well-
shaped, its baseis ring-shaped and the strap, vertical handle
runs from the rim to just below the middle of the body. Its
reddish yellow (5Y R 6/8) clay with white inclusions** indi-
cates that it may have been made locally. Jugs of the same
dimensions differing in the form of the lip and the body
are known?® from tombs of the 6™ century found at Attica,
Argos, Corinthiaand Thebes. A jug'® from atomb of A5 A0v
at Boeotiadiffersfrom our vessel only in the form of thelip
and of the lower part of the body.

L amps, necessary for the lighting of the rooms during the
night,*” were found in the layer of destruction inside the un-
derground part of the bath, almost in contact with the area.
Somelamps come from the same mould asthose found at the
excavations in thermae A and B, at the agora and at other

10 1bid. 82 onu. 38.

1 Fortheglassand metal findsthat served the bathers and were used from
the staff of the bath, see: Ibid. 86-87.

12 Ibid. 86-87 niv. 18 cik. 12.

3 This indication corresponds to the number of the Inventory Book of
AntiquitiesintheArchaeol ogical Museum of Argos, where all thefinds
of the excavation are stored.

14 This fabric is close to that of the so-called céramique commune that
comprises the common table ware, the cooking, the storage and the
transport ware: Aupert 1980, 422—442; 455-456.

15 XopmAdxm 2010, 600-601; 606-609.

16 Ibid. 600; 606; 608 (MZX 3469).

17 For the operation of the baths at night especially from the 3 century,
see: Xappn 2009, 87 no. 73.

18 Bull. Corr. Hellénique 93, 1969, 972 fig. 11; 12.
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places of the ancient city. The great majority isincluded in
the type XXV111*° of Broneer and they are dated from the
second half of the 4" until the late 5" century. A few lamps
are imported. The local workshops copied the motifs and
the signatures of the Athenian production dominating the
markets of the 4™ and 5" centuries. Only towards the second
half of the 5" century the workshops were influenced by the
Corinthian copies of the Athenian lamps.

Only one lamp (MA BE 05/4112) comes from an upper
layer of small pebblesfound in the centre of the south chamber
and in contact with the openings of the north wall suitable
for the circulation of the hot air. Only the reservoir of the
lamp with straight-sided walls, the flat base?® and the back
of the handle are preserved. The clay is reddish brown with
white inclusions. The signature Q2! arranged on either side
of a branch? facing the nozzle, inside two amond-shaped
grooves®, suggeststhat the model was derived from theAthe-
nian workshop of Soteria?* of the second half of the 5" century
that was also imitated by the Corinthian lamp makers.?

Lamp M A BE 05/5724% from the northeastern part of the
main hall of the caldarium seems to be dightly earlier as it
has nearly vertical walls and a smaller almond-shaped base
decorated with a branch (?). It might be a local copy of an
Attic model or of a Corinthian imitation of the Attic model.#
It is atypical example of Bovon's group X due to the rect-
angular disk® and the channel from disk to wick-hole. Itsrim
is decorated with haphazard herringbone and its disk with a
cross flanked by four holes*® and adorned with herringbone
and circles™ as an attempt to imitate the jeweled crosses used
as church ornaments and sometimes copied in contemporary

19 Broneer 1930, 212-280.

2 The large, flat base with the straight-sided walls gives to the lamp a
high degree of stability.

2L For the Corinthian and Argive copies of this signature see: GARNETT
1975, 181-182fig. 1,15-17; 195 no 18; Bovon 1966, 70 no. 478 pl. 12.

2 For the meaning of the branch design which can not be regarded as a
regular trade mark see: Kariviert 1996, 78; Linbros-WonL 1981, 132.

2 Karvier! 1996, 14; 75.

24 PrrLzwEIG 1961, 52-53; WiLLiams 1981, 54; Karivierr 1996, 56-57;
135-137. — Koutoussaki considers that the abbreviated signatures £Q
and QT of the end of 3 and 4" centuries correspond to the same
workshop which had several branches outside of Athens. She dates the
branch workshop of Argos in the first half and the mid-fifth century:
Koutoussakr 2008, 74.

% Cf. Kouroussaki 2008, 291 no. 467.3 pl. 51, 402; 313 no. 537.5 pl.
54,429; 238-239 no. 322.1 (earlier); Broneer 1930, 219 no. 847 fig.
152; Ev. 'epovon Avyvépio and to vekpotapeio s Yotepng Apyot-
omrag kot tev Tpotofulaviivay xpévev oty Ilepicoa Onpog. In:
Toaravikora-Mroxiptdn/Kovoovidxov 2010, 222; 227 k. 15 (A 217);
WiLLiams 1981, 65 no. 340 pl. 15,24 (earlier).

% Tapph 2009, 89-90 niv. 18, ewc. 13. Clay: red 2.5YR 5/8.

27 For theAthenian lampswith rectangular disc and Corinthian copies see:
PERLZWEIG 1961, 143-144; GarnetT 1975, 194-195 no. 17 pl. 43. The
disk is plain or decorated with cross, usualy on Corinthian and Argive
lamps or animal (dog).

2 Bovon 1966, 80-81. See also Koutoussaki 2008, 287—293.

2 The connection of the rectangular disk with a narrow sunken channel
to the wick-hole appears on the Athenian lamps of the late 4"—early 5"
century and is regarded as an Athenian invention: Kariviert 1996, 73.

%0 For the practice of the multiple piercing of the disk by the Athenian
lamp makers in the second half of the 5" century see: Kariviert 1996,
55, 226.

8L Similar cross decorated with seven circles occurs on the base of alamp
from Argos: Bovon 1966, 79 no. 565 pl. 15.

mosaics. The upper surface of the handle is adorned with a
herringbone pattern.*

Close to lamp BE 05/5724 another incomplete lamp
(MA BE 05/5721)% of the late 5" century was found. The
upper part on the disk with a seated dog* facing left inside
two framing rings and 8-S pattern with pellets on either side
of panels of three grooves on the rim® were probably taken
from an Athenian model of the 4™ century as this motif was
very popular during the second half of the 3 and the 4"
centuries®. The lamp might be alocal copy of a Corinthian
imitation of this model, known from series of Corinthian
copies of thelate 5" to early 6" century®’. Moreover the pat-
tern of the base — two almond-shaped grooves that encircle
a diamond-shaped groove enclosing circles and an incised
branch—wastypical of the Corinthianlampsand their Argive
copies® with adog on the disk.*®

From the same mould cometwo lamps of thefirst half or the
beginning of the 5" century which are of different fabric. The
first (MA BE 05/5728)* isalmost complete and hasyellowish
red clay with whiteinclusionsand alittlelighter surface (5YR
5/8, 6/6 respectively). Thesecond (M A BE 05/5722) isincom-
pleteand hasred clay and alittlelighter surface (2.5Y R 4/6, 5/6
respectively). Both are decorated with arosette of eleven petals
on the disk and small circles on the nozzle and rim of which
two are arranged between panels. The longitudinal grooves of
the lower part of handle of the lamp MA BE 05/5728 end to
two upside down leaves. On the base an upside down branch
is placed within a broad flat ring. It is atype of lamp aready
known from the excavation of Argos and Bovon includesitin
group V4. Its model was derived from Athenian lamps of the
middle and second half of the 4" century.*?

From the sameAthenian model are derived two fragmen-
tary lamps (M A BE 05/5733, 05/5732) of themiddle and the
third quarter of the 4" century with thin wallsand delicate but
different fabric (fig. 1-2). Their disk isdecorated with alarge
rosette of sixteen pointed petalswith hollow longitudinal rib

% Herringbone pattern on top of the handles was popular in the second
half of the 4" and the 5th century: Kariviert 1996, 74. — Cf. Koutous-
sakr 2008, 292 no. 467.8 pl. 51,403; Bovon 1966, 81 no. 575 pl. 15; J.
WisemaN, Excavationsat Corinth, the GymnasiumArea, 1965. Hesperia
36, 1967, 37 pl. 15a5 (L 4383); C. A. Roesuck, The Asklepieion and
Lerna. Corinth 14 (Cambridge 1951) 164 pl. 2 (CL2762) (dog on the
disk); Bronger 1930, 271 no. 1325 pl. 19; Garnert 1975, 194-195 no.
17 pl. 43; WiLLiams 1981, 47 no. 223 pl. 9 (with Maltese cross).

3 Sappn 2009, 88-89 niv. 18 cuc. 13. Clay: reddish yellow 5Y R 6/6 with
white inclusions.

3 Thisrepresentation reflects the sentimental link of the people with the
animal asall theanimal’ srepresentations have not necessarily symbolic
significance related to the religious beliefs or the politica situation:
Kourtoussaki 2008, 53-54.

% Broneer 1930, 103; 105 fig. 48,18; Karivier: 1996, 70 no 19.

% PerLzwEIG 1961, 128-129; BRONEER 1977, 74 no. 2969 pl. 33, BOTTGER
2002, 45; 172-174 no 1792-1851 pl. 36; Kariviert 1996, 171-172 nos.
32-33 pl. 30,3 (until mid-5" century).

87 GarNerT 1975, 191-192 no. 7.

%8 Kouroussaki 2008, 324 no. 561.

% Cf. WiLLiams 1981, 57 no. 258 pl. 11 (earlier); Koutoussakr 2008, 179
no. 199 pl. 22-23 fig. 174-176; Bovon 1966, 73 no. 504 pl. 13 (local
copy); OkoNomou 1988, 484-485; 489 nos. 28-29fig. 2; 10.6 (different
form of nozzle).

0 Sappn 2009, 87-88 niv. 18 cik. 13.

4L Bovon 1966, 66—68.

4 PeruzweiG 1961 pl. 30. — Cf. Bull. Corr. Hellénique 93, 1969, 972 fig.
12; Bovon 1966, 67 no. 447 pl. 11; Koutoussaki 2008, 275 no. 417 pl.
46,361.
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Fig. 1. Lamp MA BE 05/5733.

R

Fig. 3. Lamp MA BE 04/1703.

and their rim with herringbone limited by two low ridges. The
back of handle endsto aleaflet that hasnot lost its plasticity.
As they are typical examples of group 1V c of Bovon®, the
base should bear the signature CT of the Athenian workshop
of Stratolaos™ on either side of anincised branch. The latter
withinaslightly raised ring ornamented with onesmall circle
is preserved partly on the base of lamp BE 05/5732.

Thefirst lamp (MA BE 05/5733)* hasred clay (2.5YR
5/6)*¢ and should be an attempt to imitate the Athenian
production.?

4 Bovon 1966, 54; 62; 64-65; 99 nos. 393406 pl. 10. Thisgroupincludes
Athenian and local products (if they are not Corinthian exported to
Argos): Kariviert 1996, 132.

4 KarVIERI 1996, 132-134, IvantcHik 2002, 342, KouToussaki 2008,
73-74.

% Dimensions: 0,065 x 0,08 x 0,03 m; H. of handle: 0,015 m.

% Similar isthe clay of one fragmentary lamp from the agora of Argos:
Kouroussaki 2008, 232 no. 303.26.

47 Cf. BovoN 1966, 65 no. 396 pl. 10; Bull. Corr. Hellénique 93, 1969,
972 fig. 11; Kariviert 1996, 220 no. 198 pl. 34 (different handle, no
herringbone).

ASPECTS OF A ROMAN BATH AT ARGOS
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Fig. 2. Lamp MA BE 05/5732.

Fig. 4. Lamp MA BE04/1711.

The second lamp MA BE 05/5732% comes from the
floor's layer outside the north wall of the bath and provides
a terminus for the dating of the bath construction. It has
yellowish red (5Y R 5/6) clay, with white inclusions, alittle
lighter (reddish yellow 5Y R 6/6) surface and reminds us of
the Corinthian® production.®

From the small triangular room at the northeastern corner
of the hypocaustum come two fragmentary lamps (MA BE
04/1701.1-2) and one complete (MA BE 04/1703) of the
late 4" and the beginning of the 5" century. The fragment
of the upper body of the local lamp (MA BE 04/1701.1)%

4 Dimensions: 0,10 x 0,076 m; H. of handle 0,02 m.

4 For the problem of distinguishing the workshops (Argive or Corinthian)
see: Bovon 1966, 55; OikoNomou 1988, 497—498; Ivantchik 2002, 341
no. 26; Koutoussakr 2008, 46-47.

%0 Cf. OkoNomou 2003, 50 no 102; Bull. Cor. Hellénique 94, 1970, 775n.
9; 777 fig. 21-22; Koutoussaki 2008, 231-233 nos. 303.1-16; 18-28;
3046 pl. 35,274-275.

5 Clay: reddish yellow 5YR 5/8.
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combines the rosette with pointed petals, similar to that of
the previous lamps, with aplain rim®.

Lamp MA BE 04/1703% comes from an Athenian work-
shop of the second half of the 4" century. It is decorated
with arosette of sixteen pointed petals within two rings on
the concave disk and panels with incised grooves on the
flat rim.>* On the base is incised the abbreviated name of a
workshop within two dlightly raised rings: AK (fig. 3). This
inscription could be considered as the retrograde signature
of the workshop of KYPAKOZX®* whose several lamps have
the same patterns®® and the same forms*. Koutoussaki con-
sidersit asthe late abbreviated signature of the workshop of
KAAPOZ® of the 3 century. The closest parallel® comes
from layer C —final situation — of thermae B.

From the same workshop the second fragmentary lamp
(MA BE 04/1701.2) seemsto come. It isthe only glazed ex-
amplefound in the bath complex. The clay isreddish yellow
(7.5 YR 7/6)® and the glaze is light red (2.5 YR 6/8). It is
decorated with arosette on the disk around the relief ring of
the wick-hole and aherringbone on the rim®. Although only
asmall part of the body ispreserved, its elongated form finds
itsclosest parallel with thelamp IPL 72-13% of |ate 4"—early
5% century from the Roman Bath at Isthmia.

One incompletelamp MA BE 04/1711 found just above
the outside floor of the bathisalocal copy® of an Athenian
model® or of a Corinthian copy® of the Athenian model (fig.
4). It hasthe samefabric® aslamp MA BE 05/5721. Accord-
ing to the decoration, it isincluded in group IV c of Bovon®”:
onthedisk arosette of fourteen petalsisenclosed by aringin
relief decorated with two small stamped circles whereas on
therimisattributed aherringbone. Three oblique groovesare
placed on either side of the nozzle. On the tear-shaped base
the signature XIONHZX of an Athenian workshop® above a
branch is enclosed by two grooves.

2. Bovon 1966, 75-79 (group VII1).

5 Tappr 2009, 88 niv. 18 k. 13. Clay: reddish yellow 5YR 6/6.

5 BronEeer 1930, 231-235.

%5 If thisinterpretationiscorrect, thelamp will be the sixth known example
of thisworkshop from Argos. For thisworkshop see: Koutoussakr 2008,
68-69.

% Karivier: 1996, 112-113.

57 1bid. 249 no. 283 pl. 33; PerLzwEiG 1961, 115 no. 719 pl. 16; 49 (Eros
on disk).

58 Kourtoussaki 2008, 69.

5 Bull. Corr. Hellénique 93, 1969, 972 fig. 12.

8 Thisfabricistypical of theAthenian Late Roman workshops: GARNETT
1975, 177-178 no. 18.

81 This combination was very popular in the Athenian workshops of the
second half of the 4™ century. See: PerizweiG 1961 nos. 1856; 1871 pl.
31 no. 1960 pl. 32; Bottcer 2002, 63-65 pl. 54. About Argive copies
see: Bovon 1966 pl. 10.

52 Linpros-WonL 1981, 130 no 16 fig. 4 pl. 35.

8 Theproduction of rosette lampsin Argosis confirmed by amould with
arosette of sixteenth petals on disc found during arescue excavationin
the centre of the modern city and northeast of the agora: Arch. Deltion
29, 1973-1974, 219 niv. 154y; Bull. Corr. Hellénique 104, 1980, 596
fig. 28.

5 PerzweiG 1961, 155 no. 1960 pl. 32; Borrger 2002, 251-252 no.
3853-3856 pl. 64.

% J Biers, The Great Bath on the Lechaion Road. Corinth 17 (Princeton
1985) 59 no. 140 pl. 12.

%  Clay: yellowish red 5YR 5/6. Dimensions: 0,092 x 0,062 x 0,029 m;
H. of handle: 0,01 m.

87 Bovon 1966, 62.

8 Koutoussaki 2008, 76.
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Thislamp isthe seventh known example® from the same
mould. One lamp™ from one of the cemeteries of Argos has
thesamefabric. Three others™ from awell deposit of thefirst
quarter of the 5" century investigated in the agora provide a
terminus for the date of lamp MA BE 04/1711.7

The fragmentary amphora (MA BE 05/5968)", from
which only the larger part of the body is preserved™, is the
only example of the LR1a” type found in the bath complex
(fig. 5). It comes from the layer of destruction in the main
hall of the caldarium. The restricted width of its body indi-
catesthat it should belong to the smaller variation™ with the
narrow neck and mouth, suitable for the transport and the
storage of wine.

Although LR1 amphorae are known from layers of the 5"
and 6" centuries excavated in the area of the thermae and the
agora of Argos”, close parallels™ to our amphoracomefrom
layers of the 5" and early 6" century of the Athenian Agora.

The origin of LR1 amphorae™ is situated in the southern
coast of Anatolia (from Rhodes to Antioch) and in Cyprus.
ThereforeamphoraM A BE 05/5968 confirms once again the
transport and the importation of food stuff (valuable wine)
from the East Aegean Sea and the Middle East during the
5" and 6" centuries as the Peloponnese was near the trade
routes® connecting the Western to the Eastern M editerranean.

However, the great mgjority of amphoraewasfound inthe
layer of destruction inside the south room of the hypocaustum
and belongs to the LR2 type®. Amphorae of this type are
frequent on the northeastern Peloponnese® (Argos, Asine,
Hermionid, Corinth, Isthmia, Kenchreai) whereas some sites
in Hermionid have been recognized as places of production.
At Argos they are scarce during the 5 century while during
the next century they represent the most common type of
amphorae confirming once again the trade relations and

8 1bid. 229-230 nos. 300.5-9 pl. 34-35 fig. 269-270.

0 OkoNomou 1988, 495 no. 93 fig. 8.

™ Kouroussaki 2008, 229-230 nos. 300.5-9 pl. 34 fig. 269270 pl. Efig.
36.

2 Cf. BroNEER 1977, 78 N0 3049 pl. 34; BoTTGEr 2002, 279 N0 4509 pl. 76.

% H.:0,315m.D. max.: 0,227 m. Clay: reddish yellow (7,5Y R 8/6) with
some particles of mica. Slip: very pale brown (10Y R 8/4).

" One handle of the amphora comes from the upper layer of the south
hall of the bath.

s Ruey 1979, 216. The fabric of LR1 amphorae is ranging from pink-
ish-cream (7.5YR 8/2-4) to reddish-yellow (5YR 7/6): Peacock/
WiLLiams 1976, 187; Asapie 1989, 52.

6 Peacock/WiLLiams 1976, 185-186 (type B); M. EcLorr, Kellia. La
poterie copte. Quatre siécles d’ artisanat et d’ échanges en Basse-Egypt
(Genéve 1977) 113 (type Egloff 169); Scorran 1977, 377 fig. 12.3. —
For the date of production of the two variations of LR1 amphorae see:
Ivantcrik 2002, 345-346 no. 49; 50; 55; 56.

7 Ibid. 345-346 (type 1); Asapit 1989, 51-52; Aapie-REYNAL 1989, 151;
Aupert 1980, 438 no. 322 fig. 45 (from a private bath in contact with
thermaeA).

H. S. Rosnson, Pottery of the Roman Period: Chronology. Athenian
Agora5 (Princeton 1959) 115 pl. 32,58 (M333); Oparr 2010, 114-115
fig. 15 (inv. no. P 13060). Compare al so the amphora C-1982-118 from
Corinth: Hesperia 52, 1983, 29 no 78 pl. 11.

™ Tvantcuik 2002, 346 no. 57; Papapopouros 1989, 88 (Typell); Awpovtiy
2010, 145 onp. 9. — For the Sinopean production see: Orarr 2010,
114-115.

8 ABapiE-REYNAL 1989, 153 fig. 13; 157-159fig. 14; Asapie 1989, 54-56.

8 Ruey 1979, 217-219, Awepavty 2010, 146, onp. 12; Awapavty X. 2010,
76-80.

8 Karaclorcou 2001, 140; 143-146; HionLman 2002, 17-18; 25-26;
94-96; 99-100; 149; IvantcHik 2002, 346-347; 379; 382-383 (type
2); Okonomou 2003, 38-39.
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Fig. 5. AmphoraMA BE 05/5968.

ASPECTS OF A ROMAN BATH AT ARGOS

Fig. 6. AmphoraMA BE 05/5969.

Fig. 7. AmphoraMA BE 05/4516.

the transport of food stuff over the Aegean Sea. Although a
specific commodity should not necessarily be assumed for
these amphorae, we suppose that the vessel s from the bath of
Yiakoumakis plot have been used® for the transport and the
storage of olive oil and wine asthese productswere necessary
for the preparation of food consumed by the bathersafter their
bath and for the lighting of the rooms of the bath complex.

8 For the use and the reuse of LRA2 see: HionLman 2002, 96.

Fig. 8. AmphoraMA BE 05/5971.

We have found: @) four LR2 amphorae, from which the
averted rim, the conical neck and the upper part of the body
areonly preserved and b) fragments of the body and shoul der
of five amphorae of the same type. Seven amphorae have
light red (2.5YR 6/6-6/8) clay®* and light-colored® (very
pae brown: 10YR 7/3, white to light gray: 10YR 8/2-7/2)

8 Thisisthe clay of many amphorae coming from different places (e. g.
Halieis, Kos, Torone): Awopavty X. 2010, 76-77.
8 TvanTcHIk 2002, 347.
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Fig. 9. Amphora MA BE 05-4111.

Fig. 10. AmphoraMA BE 05-5970.

dlip (imported) or a self-dlipped reddish yellow (7.5YR 7/6,
5YR 7/6) surface (local or regional products). One amphora
(MA BE 05/5971) has reddish yellow (5YR 7/6) clay and a
self-dlipped surface and another one (M A BE 05/4516) shows
ared (2.5YR 5/8) clay (core) and a grayish brown surface
(10YR 5/2). The clay of the most amphorae includes pieces
of whitelimestone. Some have particles of micain the clay®.

8 Amphorae with light red clay, particles of micaand beige surface have
been found in West Mediterranean: Awopovt X. 2010, 76 onu. 215;
OikoNnomou 2003, 39 no. 118.
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Two amphorae (MA BE 05/5969, 05/4516) have globular
bodies and short necks and are decorated with close-set
horizontal grooves which start by the attachments of the
handles and end below the widest part of the body. The first
amphora®” hasalmost vertical handlesand bearsanillegible,
partly preserved graffito® on the shoulder (fig. 6). Although
it is fragmentary, the short neck and the large part of the
body decorated with grooves suggest a chronology towards
the beginning of the 6" century®. The second amphora®
is a typical example of the second variation of type 2 of
Ivantchik decorated with straight grooves™ and dated to the
5" century and first half of the 6" century (fig. 7). Its shape
shows similarities to the older globular amphorae from the
cave of Andritsa® although these similarities are not secure
dating criteriaas somefeatures should berelated to different
places of manufacture.

One fragmentary amphora (MA BE 05/5971)% with
light-colored surface and fragments of four amphorae with
light-colored and reddi sh-yellow surface havethe later wavy
decoration of the second variation of type 2 of lvantchik
occasionally accompanied by widely spaced ridges™ (fig. 8).
The closest parallels® of the amphora MA BE 05/5971 that
has ahigher neck and a narrow rim®, come from contexts of
the second half of the 6" and the beginning of the 7" century.

Two amphorae with more elongated body have special
features. The shoulder of the amphora MA BE 05/4111%
that may be alocal product, is partly decorated with agroup
of four extremely wavy ridges® grooved upon the more
remote horizontal grooves from the shoulder down to the
widest part of the body (fig. 9). The shape of amphoraMA
BE 05/5970% iscloseto that of an amphora® from theYassi
Ada shipwreck, but it has no grooved decoration (fig. 10).
On the shoulder and close to one handle a dipinto'® in red
may be interpreted as a commercial notation related to the
vessel’s capacity in kotylae. The inscription Ko® (9 kotyl-
ae'®) should record the amount of content that was in it at
the time it was inscribed.

8 H.0,345m, D. 0,285 m, D. of mouth 0,085 m.

8 pPapapopouLOs 1989, 85 nos. 64; 66.

8 Compare with a fragmentary amphora from Halieis: M. H. JAMESON,
Excavations at Porto Cheli and Vicinity. Preliminary Report |: Halieis
1962-1968. Hesperia 38, 1969, 340 fig. 9c (with short mouth).

© H.0,37m, D. 0,42 m, D. of mouth 0,113 m.

9 IvantcHiK 2002, 346-347.

92 Koppogomovrov/Xatinralapov 2010, 171; 180 cik. 3

% H.0,259m, D. 0,28 m, D. of mouth 0,115 m.

% Koppoagomovrov/Xarinialapov 2010, 172; 180 eik. 3B.y; 182 euc. 5p.

% HionLman 2002, 18; 25; 149 (ap. 39); Koppatomoviov/Xatinialdpov
2010, 172; 180 k. 3y; DoornINck 1989, 249 ewc. 1.7.

% For the transformation in shape and decoration of LR2 amphorae see:
Karagiorgou 2001, 131; Awpavty X. 2010, 78-79 (variation A2 of
Scorpan, type B of Hayes); HionLman 2002, 25; Koppalomoviov/
Xattnialapov 2010, 172.

9 H.0,405m, D. 0,32 m, D. of mouth 0,10 m.

% Similar decoration occurs on: a) the shoulder of an amphoraor jug of
different fabric from Argos (6" century): Aupert 1980, 442; 444 no.
332 fig. 47 b the upper part of the body of the cargo amphorae of the
7™ century Yassi Ada shipwreck: Doorninck 1989, 249 fig. 1,8; 11.

% H.0,215m, D. 0,33 m, D. of mouth 0,10 m.

10 Doornineck 1989, 249 fig. 1,1.

101 pracock/WiLLiams 1976, 182; Scorpan 1977, 275-276; RiLey 1979,
218-219.

192 For the kotyle as a unit of measure in Roman times when the most
popular isthe xestes see: Lang 1976, 56-57.
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In conclusion, the pottery of the bath complex confirms  the tendencies of the workshops of the neighboring cities
once again that Argos during the 4™, 5" and 6" centurieswas  (Athens and Corinth)* sharing a common repertory of mo-
aprosperouscity with traderelationsand itsown workshops  tifs, mostly non-figured, and appropriate to customers either
despite the raids and destructionsthat it had suffered.’® The  they believed in the new religion or not.
city was not isolated as the local lamp workshops followed

el.sarri@yahoo.gr

103 M. PrErarT/G. Toucnars, Une ville grecque de 6000 ans (Paris 1996)
86-92; A. Mrovaxa/A. TTavayiwtorovrov/A. Owovopov-Laniado, To
Apyoc KaTd T pOUOIKNY KoL TNV ToAAOYPIoTIAVIKY Tepiodo: chvheon
TV opyooroykdv dedopévov. In: Pariente/Touchais 1998, 328; C.
ABaDIE-REYNAL, Un exemplederégression du phénomeneurbain: Argps ~———
aux IVe-VIlesiecles ap. J.-C. In: Pariente/Touchais 1998, 397-404. 104 TyantchHik 2002, 341.
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