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LATE ROMAN AMPHORAE FROM TYRITAKE

In the Late Roman period Tyritake was one of the main city
centers of the Bosporan Kingdom (Crimea). As a result of
recent archaeological research in Tyritake' more than a hun-
dred new complexes with the remains of building, household
activities and ceramics of the Late Roman period in fills have
been revealed. The analysis of amphorae material from these
excavations enabled us to obtain more complete and detailed
information on the collection and correlation of local and
imported amphorae on the site from the 4 up to the mid-6"
centuries AD.

The Late Roman complexes of Tyritake can be conven-
tionally subdivided into several chronological periods. In
the 4 and 5" centuries, amphorae of Bosporan manufacture
dominated; they had mainly regional distribution and served
for the transportation and storage of fish and fish products,
and, probably, of water, grain and other household supplies>.
Since the late 4™ century amphorae of Zeest 96-97° (fig. 1;
7,1) were used in such capacity. According to the morphology
of the neck, the vessels found in Tyritake may be subdivided
into two main variants: with funnel-shaped neck with beak
rim (fig. 1,1) or S-curved neck with elongated rim (fig. 1,2).
Finds of such amphorae in the layers of Tyritake dating to
the second half of the 4™ and 5™ centuries doesn’t give an
opportunity to determine the chronology of these variants
more definitely. Most probably, they were produced simul-
taneously and morphological distinctions can be explained
by their possible manufacturing in several production centers
in the territory of the Bosporan Kingdom.

The most popular article of trade among imported prod-
ucts was wine. In the 4" and 5" centuries it was brought to
Bosporus mainly from Southern Pontic centers in Sinopean
and Heraclean amphorae. Heraclean amphorae Shelov F* are
well presented in Tyritake (fig. 2,1-3). Red painted dipinti
are extant on the neck of many fragments. At the turn of
the 4™ and 5" centuries Heraclean amphorae evolve into
round-bottom vessels of Shelov E’ type which in quantity
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are present in the complexes of Tyritake of the first half of
the 5" century (fig. 2,4-7).

Since the 4" century Sinopean wine was imported to Tyrita-
ke in amphorae more known as type Zeest 100° or “Delacau™’
(fig. 2,8.9; 7,2). In a recent publication of workshops for their
production in Demirci, in Sinop district, they were given a new
name, C Snp I®. The peak of Sinopean import to the Cimmerian
Bosporus was in the first half — the middle of the 5 century.
Zeest 100 amphorae dominate in the complexes of this period
where they reach around 20-30 % on average. At the same
time different types of amphorae (C Snp II°) from the same
workshops begin to be brought to Tyritake (fig. 2,10.11; 7,3—4).
However, by the beginning of the 6" century the share of Sino-
pean import began to decrease substantially and in Tyritake
complexes of the first half of the 6™ century it was present only
in small quantities, yielding to products from other centers.

Brown-clay amphorae with a slight ‘waist’ in the lower
part of the body continue the line of the development of the
Roman Colchis amphorae (fig. 3; 7,5). Vessels found in Late
Roman Tyritake were used most probably to transport wine.
They were produced in the period from the second half of the
4% century'®. However, a more detailed evolutionary typology
of such vessels has not yet been developed. A large fragment
(fig. 3,2) and an amphora with a volume of about 20,4 liters
(fig. 3,1; 7,5) were found in the fill of household pit 87 of the
second quarter — the middle of the 6% century. Such vessels were
manufactured from clay of the second variant of Colchis am-
phorae without pyroxene but with a complex of various mineral
inclusions, typical for manufacture in the Abkhazia region'!.

All the above mentioned amphorae with the exception of
the local Bosporan ones, were used to transport wine to Tyritake
from different Pontic centers. Occasional deliveries of olive oil
are known due to the finds of just a few fragments of the North
African amphorae Keay 8B (fig. 4,1-2). They were produced
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in some workshops in central Tunisia beginning in the second
quarter of the 5 century and were the most widely distribut-
ed type of Tunisian amphorae in the whole Pontic region'.

Amphorae LR 4 manufactured in the region of Gaza Strip
and beyond are occasional in Tyritake (fig. 4,3—-4). They were
assigned mainly for transporting wine; but in some cases
such vessels were probably used also a second time for the
transportation or storage of other goods: olive and sesame
oil, grain and even fish products'*. Amphorae LR 4B1 found
in Tyritake were produced in the last third of the 5" century
up to the middle of the 6™ century'®.

Some products, most probably wine, but not for sure and
maybe olive oil, were delivered to Bosporus in amphorae
with a funnel-shaped neck (MR 18/LR 2) from the region
of the Aegean Sea. Fragmentation and few vessels found in
Tyritake don’t enable to determine their precise chronology.
However, a large part of such amphorae most likely belong
to variants of LR 2 produced in the period from the end of
the 4™ century till the end of the 6™ century'¢ (fig. 4,5-6).

In a relatively small amount, wine in LR 3 amphorae was
delivered into Bosporus from the Ephesus region in western
Asia Minor"” (fig. 4,7-15). These vessels were notable for their
fine proportions, micaceous fabric and relatively small volumes
of transported products. A Tyritake amphora excavated in the
fill of pit 147 had the volume of approximately 5,5 liters (fig.
4,15). Amphorae LR 3A2 (fig. 4,7) with an everted rim of the
first half of the 5" century were substituted by LR 3A3 (fig.
4,8) amphorae with a triangular rim in the second half of the
5t century'®. In Tyritake, the amphora with hollow toes appears
from the first half of the 5" century and is widely spread in the
second half of the century (fig. 4,9-11). At the late 5"—early
6™ centuries it is replaced by the variant with a solid toe (fig.
4,12-14). One of the fragments of such a bottom in Tyritake
originates just from the complex of this time (fig. 4,12).

Since the turn of the 4"-5% centuries to the Black Sea
region they began to deliver wine in amphorae of LR 1 type
produced in Cilicia, Cyprus and some other centers'. In the
5% century such finds in Tyritake complexes are very rare;
they are represented by scarce fragments of an earlier nar-
row-necked LR 1A variant with a rim in the form of a band
(fig. 5,1-2). The whole import of such amphorae to Bosporus
in this period doesn’t exceed around 1-3 % of all amphorae
finds. By the turn of the 56" centuries the morphology of
LR 1 amphorae is changing gradually: the band on the rim
transforms into a rib, rim diameter increases, the body extends
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in the lower part®. In the second quarter of the 6™ century
importation of LR 1B to Bosporus increased strongly and
reached from 12-13 before 25 %?*' (fig. 5,3-4; 7,6). They
became the third in number after new Cretan and Pontic
amphorae which appeared and began to dominate since the
second quarter of the 6™ century.

The place of manufacture of the Pontic amphorae Antono-
va 52 (fig. 5,5-6; 7,7-8) and Antonova 5 var. with sandy fabric
(fig. 6,1; 7,9) has not been localized yet. These amphorae
have a predominantly regional Pontic distribution and were
produced, obviously, within the Black Sea area (northern coast
of Asia Minor?). They continue to develop the line of Pontic
amphorae of the Roman period. Actually, it is an evolutionary
type of amphorae which were manufactured probably in one or
several centers close together since the end of the 2" until the
end of the 7" centuries®. The typology of these vessels has not
been developed sufficiently yet. In publications fragmentary
amphorae of Antonova 5 type are often determined incorrectly.
It should be noted that due to the analysis of the materials from
Bosporus and Tyritake one of their important features has been
revealed. Beginning with the 4™ century there is a tendency
for the diameter of the rim to decrease gradually; it doesn’t
depend on the size and volume of the vessels. By the second
quarter of the 6™ century this index in Antonova 5 amphorae
is not more than around 6—8 cm on average.

Nearly at the same time with the appearance of Antonova
5 amphorae, Cretan production mainly in Zeest 99/TRC 4*
amphorae began to be delivered to Bosporus region in large
quantities (fig. 6,2; 7,10). Sometimes they preserved a resin
lining on the interior and probably were used for wine trans-
portation. Two reconstructed TRC 4 amphorae were found in
the Tyritake pit 87 of the second quarter — the middle of the 6™
century (fig. 6,2; 7,10). By the middle of the 6™ century their
share in Bosporus region is up to approximately 30 % and
together with Pontic amphorae they dominate in Tyritake com-
plexes of that period. Moreover Cretan products are brought
in more rare amphorae types; some of them (TRC 6, TRC 9)*»
have also been found in Tyritake complexes (fig. 6,3—4; 7,11).

The latest amphorae found during the excavations in Tyri-
take most probably were produced around the middle of the
6" century or a bit later. Despite the fact that some of them
are dated rather broadly I still have not managed to detect
vessels of a definitely later period; and it is in agreement
with the information obtained on the red slip pottery from
the same complexes?.

The analysis of the Late Roman amphorae from Tyritake
excavations has made it possible to ascertain chronological
and quantitative changes in the delivery of imported products
in amphorae. During the 4™ and 5" centuries local Bosporan
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Fig. 1. Amphorae. 1-3 Zeest 96-97.

amphorae prevailed in Tyritake ceramic complexes, though
there was a considerable share of imports from South Pontic
centers such as Sinop and Heraclea. From the second half of
the 5 century the situation changed gradually. In the first
third of the 6™ century Bosporus came under the control of
Byzantine Empire. By this time the production of the local
Bosporan amphorae had come to an end and the import of

Sinopean and Heraclean amphorae stopped or reduced dra-
matically. Instead of them, deliveries of Antonova 5 Pontic
amphorae increased as well as imports from the Eastern
Mediterranean, particularly from Crete, Cilicia and Cyprus .

asmokotina@mail.ru
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Fig. 2. Amphorae. 1-3 Shelov F; 4-7 Shelov E; 8-9 Zeest 100/C Snp I; 10-11 C Snp II-3b.
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Fig. 3. Amphorae. 1-2 Zeest 103/Vnukov Ch ID2.

719



ANNA SMOKOTINA

D=?

720

(=)}

Fig. 4. Amphorae. 1-2 Keay 8B; 3-4 LR 4B1; 5-6 LR 2; 7-15 LR 3.
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Fig. 5. Amphorae. of LR 1 (1-2), Antonova 5 (3—4).
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Fig. 6. Amphorae. 1 Antonova 5 var.; 2 Zeest 99/TRC 4; 3 TRC 6; 4 TRC 9.
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5 1

Fig. 7. 1 Zeest 96-97; 2 Zeest 100/C Snp I (= fig. 2,9); 3—4 C Snp I1-3b (= fig. 2,10-11); 5 Zeest 103/Vnukov Ch ID2 (=
fig. 3,1); 6 LR 1 (= fig. 5,4); 7-8 Antonova 5 (= fig. 5,5-6); 9 Antonova 5 var. (= fig. 6,1); 10 Zeest 99/TRC 4 (= fig. 6,2);
11 TRC 6 (= fig. 6,3).
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