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The city of Caere, modern day Cerveteri, about 40 km North-
West of Rome, is one of the main settlements of southern 
Etruria. Known above all for its Orientalizing period, the city 
played an important role also in the Archaic and Classical 
periods. Between 273 and 271 BC, Caere became officially 
part of the Roman state with the status of praefectura. The 
site known as the “Hypogeum of Clepsina” dates to that 
period and is currently being studied by a team of Queen’s 
University.1 Scholars have thus far agreed that the site offers 
limited evidence of the Roman period. Nevertheless, there are 
monuments of this period still clearly visible in the city’s to-
pography, such as the theatre and the amphitheatre, and works 
of exceptional importance were found there, such as the Ju-
lio-Claudian statuary cycle2. For this reason the excavations 
carried out by the University of Perugia between 2001–2003 
and especially by the Queen’s University in 2012–2014 can 
give an important contribution to the knowledge of the history 
of the city after the 4th century BC.

The site under investigation is located in the central 
part of the ancient urban area, at the crossroads between 
two major routes that are still partly visible in the modern 
country road system. These are the Via delle Vigne and the 
road perpendicular to it which leads to the probable city gate 
of Manganello. The area was probably close to the Roman 
Forum, but appears to have been central already in the Ar-
chaic period, as indicated by the presence of architectural 
finds both at the Vigna Marini Vitalini and the nearby Vigna 
Parrocchiale. The recent campaigns have brought to light a 
sector of the ancient city with evidence ranging from the Late 
Bronze/Early Iron Age (12th–10th century BC) to the 3rd cen-
tury BC. In the area of the hypogaeum were brought to light 
structures of the Orientalizing and Archaic periods that were 
either obliterated by or incorporated into the reconstructions 
of the early 3rd century BC. In area 2, South of the hypogaeum, 
have come to light two areas divided by a road, the earliest 

1	 F. Colivicchi, Il mundus di Clepsina e la topografia di Cerveteri. Scavi 
dell’Università di Perugia nell’ex Vigna Marini-Vitalini. Campagne 
2001–2002. Science and Technology for Cultural Heritage 12, 2003, 
11–42; F. Colivicchi/M. Lanza/M. Scalici, Nuovi scavi nella Vigna 
Marini-Vitalini. In: L. Mercuri/R. Zaccagnini (eds.), Etruria in Progress: 
La ricerca archeologica in Etruria Meridionale 2012. Atti della giornata 
di studio, Roma, 19–20 giugno 2013 (Roma 2014) 73–79; F. Colivicchi, 
La Vigna-Marini: le fasi più recenti. In: Gli Etruschi e il Mediterraneo 
2014, 318–319; Colivicchi et al. forthcoming.

2	 P. Liverani/P. Santoro, Il teatro e il ciclo statuario Giulio-Claudio. In: 
Gli Etruschi e il Mediterraneo 2014, 324–326.

phase of which is the levelled bedrock. On the south side of 
the street was investigated a building with several rooms that 
dates to the first half of the 3rd century BC3 (fig. 1).

The archaeological record of Vigna Marini includes am-
phorae starting as early as the Archaic period and until the 
2nd century AD, when the overall number of finds in the area 
drops dramatically. Amphorae from various parts of the Med-
iterranean – the Iberian peninsula, Southern France, North 
Africa and the Aegean – are present for all of the “Etruscan” 
phases. I will not treat here this material, as it lies beyond 
the focus of the conference. I will focus on the finds of the 
“Roman” phases of the site, dating to after 273 BC.

The results that we shall present are based on the study of 
the diagnostic fragments, mostly rims and, to a lesser degree, 
handles and feet. No amphora can be entirely reconstructed. 
The majority of the finds are from strata that have been iden-
tified as floor makeups and often contain a large number of 
residual fragments from earlier periods. The only stamped 
piece is a Rhodian handle. Archaeometric analyses have not 
yet been performed.

During the first half of the 3rd century BC this part of the 
city was largely renovated, without changing the general 
layout defined in the earlier period. The strata connected 
to this phase are mostly found in sector E3: here, under the 
strata connected to the construction of a large courtyard with 
a “bottle-shaped” cistern, a complex archeological deposit 
has been brought to light (fig. 1).

This phase is characterised by amphorae of the Greco-Ital-
ic type: rims of types V and VI of the classification of C. 
Vandermersch, modified by F. Cibecchini and now used by 
all scholars in this field, were found here4. The earlier types, 
the diffusion of which was limited to the southern part of the 
Italian peninsula and Sicily, are absent. Based on the profile of 
the rim, the earlier piece belongs to type Va and most closely 
resembles the amphorae of the wreck of Secca di Capistello 
of Lipari, dated to between 300 and 280 BC5 (fig. 2,1). Two 
rims belonging to a type between Va and Vb are a little more 

3	 Colivicchi et al. forthcoming.
4	 C. Vandermersch, Vins et amphores de Grande Grèce et de Sicile, IVe–IIIe 

s. avant J.-C. Études Centre Jean Bérard 1 (Napoli 1994); id., Aux sources 
du vin romain, dans le Latium et la Campania à l’époque médio-républ-
icaine. Ostraka 10 (2001) 157–206; Cibecchini/Capelli 2013.

5	 J.-P. Morel, Quatre épaves des îles Eoliennes dans le contexte méditerr-
anéen. In: P. Pelagatti/G. Spadea (eds.), Dalle Arene candide a Lipari. Scriti 
in onore di Luigi Bernabò Brea. Atti del convegno di Genova (2001). Boll. 
Arte Suppl. (Roma 2004) 81–87; Cibecchini/Capelli 2013, 434–435.
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recent but still datable to the first half of the 3rd century BC 
(fig. 2,2–3). They are comparable to examples from Naples 
and Pithecusae6. One of these bears a letter scratched into 
the top of the rim. A rim very similar to the amphorae of the 
wreck of Montecristo belongs to type Vb, datable to 250–230 
BC7 (fig. 2,5). Two slightly later rims are similar to the am-
phorae of the wreck at Bon Capò8 (fig. 2,4). Two rims date 
to between the last quarter and the end of the 3rd century BC 
and belong to type Vc, which is illustrated by the pieces of 

6	 G. Olcese, Le anfore greco italiche di Ischia. Archeologia e archeometria. 
Artigianato ed economie nel Golfo di Napoli (Roma 2010) Tav. 6,31–33.

7	 A. Maggiani, Cala del Diavolo. In: Archeologia Subacquea 1. Boll. 
Arte 11, Suppl. 4 (Roma 1982) 65–68; L. Corsi, Isola di Montecristo. 
In: G. Poggesi/P. Rendini (eds.), Memorie Sommerse. Archeologia su-
bacquea in Toscana. Catalogo della Mostra (Pitigliano 1998) 136–141; 
Cibecchini/Capelli 2013, 435–439.

8	 D. Asensio i Vilaró/A. Martin i Menéndez, El derelicte de Bon Capó 
(Ametlla de Mar): l’inici de l’expansió del vi itàlic a la península Ibèrica. 
In: El vi a l’antiguitat. Economia, producció i comerç al Mediterrani 
occidental. Atti del colloquio internazionale d’archeologia romana 
(Badalona 1998) 168–174.

the strata of this period at the oppidum of Pech Maho and of 
the wreck of Tour d’Agnello9 (fig. 2,6–7).

Type VIa amphorae are datable to the cusp of the late 3rd 
century BC and the early 2nd century: two rims can be safely 
attributed to this period and a third is probable10 (fig. 2,8). Four 
rims can be classified into the later type VIb: two, similar to the 
amphorae of the wreck of Grand Congloué 1, date to the first 
quarter of the 2nd century BC11 (fig. 2,10); the two later rims 
may belong to a type intermediate between Greco-italic VIb 
and Dressel 1A, dating to the second quarter of the 2nd century 

9	 B. Liou, Informations archéologiques. Direction des recherches 
archéologiques sous-marines. Gallia 40, 1982, 452–454; G. Thierrin 
Michael, Amphores gréco-italiques de l’oppidum de Pech Maho 
(IIIe–Ier siècle avant J.-C.). Détermination d’origine par l’étude petro-
graphique. SFECAG Congrès Libourne 2000 (Marseille 2000) 225–231; 
Cibecchini/Capelli 2013, 439–440.

10	 Cibecchini/Capelli 2013, 440–443.
11	 L. Long, Les épaves du Grand Congloué. Etude du journal de fouille 

de Fernand Benoit. Archaeonautica 7, 1987, 9–36 fig. 1; Cibecchini/
Capelli 2013, 443.

Fig. 1. Caere, Vigna Marini-Vitalini, Area 2 (reworked by Colivicchi et al. forthcoming).
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BC (fig. 2,11). This last type is very similar to the most ancient 
pieces produced in Albinia12. At least one foot with a mark 
etched before firing pertains to the generic Greco-Italic form, 
although the type cannot be identified (fig. 2,9). Almost all of 
the types listed were already known to be present at Caere, 
both in the city and in the surrounding area13.

12	 L. Benquet/C. Mancino, Les amphores d’Albinia: première classifica-
tion des productions. SFECAG Congrès Pézenas 2006 (Marseille 2006) 
466 fig. 3.

13	 At Vigna Parrocchiale site: type Vb, Caere 4, 162 fig. 84,1799; type 
Vc, Boss 1993, 336 fig. 527,L72.L74; Caere 4, 32–33 fig. 21,139.162; 
84,1800; type VIa, Boss 1993, 336 fig. 527,L73; Caere 4, 33–34 fig. 

Containers of African provenance of the type known as 
Late Punic are well represented over the same time period14. 
Four rim fragments are identifiable as type 7.2.1.1 of the Ra-
mon Torres typology15 (fig. 3,16–19). Their dating is broadly 
defined between the 3rd and the 1st centuries BC, but their 
production is most intense between the late 3rd and early 2nd 
centuries BC. The later examples may reach as late as the 

21,140.164; 84,1802; 195 fig. 101,2264; type VIa or VIb, Caere 4, 
162–164 fig. 84,1801. The amphorae Greco-Italic type are well attested 
also in the surrounding area, Enei 2001 tav. 49,1–4.

14	 Bonifay 2004, 89.
15	 Ramon Torres 1995, 205–206.

Fig. 2. 1–11 Greco-Italic amphorae; 12–15 amphorae from Sicily (drawings by the author).
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Neronian period16. One rim probably belongs to type 7.3.1.1, 
produced in Carthage between the late 3rd and the first half of 
the 2nd century BC17 (fig. 3,20). A rim fragment of the same 
production area and dating belongs to type 7.4.2.118 (fig. 
3,22). A later rim of type 7.6.1.1 (between the late 2nd and 
the first half of the 1st century BC) finds good comparisons 
in the wrecks of Le Grand-Conglué 2 and of the Colonia 

16	 Panella 2001, 207; A. Ferrandes, I contenitori da trasporto. In: F. 
Filippi (ed.), Horti et sordes. Uno scavo alle pendici del Gianicolo 
(Roma 2008) 253.

17	 Ramón Torres 1995, 206–207.
18	 Ibid. 209–210.

di S. Jordi A19 (fig. 3,21). Some fragments of handles, two 
feet, and a large section of body belong to amphorae of the 
Neo-Punic type, although further specification of their pro-
duction cannot be made (fig. 3,24–27). All the above types 
were already known to be present at Caere, both in the city 
and in the surrounding area20.

19	 Ibid. 217–218.
20	 Type 7.2.1.1, Boss 1993, 338 fig. 527,L82; Caere 4, 34 fig. 21,142–143; 

164 fig. 84,1805–1806; 217 fig. 109,2568; Enei 2001 tav. 51.2; type 
7.6.1.1, Boss 1993, 338 fig. 527,L83; type 7.4.2.1, Boss 1993, 338 
fig. 527,L79.L80.L81; Caere 4, 219–220 fig. 110,2597; 229–230 fig. 
113,2743. Late Punic amphorae in the territory of Caere: Enei 2001 
tav. 51,2.5.

Fig. 3. Amphorae from North-Africa (drawings by the author).
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Some building projects, most importantly the modification 
of a narrow road – the natural connection between the Vigna 
Marini-Vitalini and the Manganello gate – can be dated to 
the Late Republican period21 (fig. 4). The amphora type most 
often found in the deposits of this period is the Dressel 1 type, 
chiefly produced in the Tyrrhenian area by the same workshops 
that had produced the Vandermersch VIb type. The majority 
of rims belong to the Dressel 1 type (fig. 5,28–30); one can 
be identified as a transitional type between A and B, found for 
example in the Dramont C wreck22 (fig. 5,32); four fragments 
are identifiable as Dressel 1 B (fig. 5,33); two to a type with 
a very short fascia (fig. 5,34); finally, two rim fragments to 
type C (fig. 5,31.35). Four feet and the neck of two amphorae 
bearing tituli picti with numerals are to be attributed to the 
Dressel 1 type23. All types listed were already known to be 
present at Caere, both in the city and in its surrounding area24.

The Lamboglia 2 type is contemporary with the Dressel 
1 (fig. 5,36). It was produced on the Adriatic and a single 
example has been found at Vigna Marini-Vitalini, the only 
one known thus far in Caere25.

21	 Colivicchi et al. forthcoming.
22	 J.-P. Joncheray, L’épave Dramont C. Cahiers Arch. Subaquatique 12, 

1994, 5–51.
23	 Identical numeral graffiti appear on amphorae from a wreck of Elba 

Island, A. Maggiani, Sant’Andrea – Relitto “B”. In: Archeologia Sub-
acquea 1, Suppl. 4/ Boll. Arte 11 (Roma 1982) 74–78 figs. 61–62.

24	 Transitional type Vandermersch VIb/Dressel 1 A and Dressel 1 A, Boss 
1993, 340 fig. 529,L 94; Caere 4, 164 fig. 84,1803.1804; 220,2598; 224 
fig. 111,2661; 237 fig. 116,2844; type Dressel 1 B, Boss 1993, 340 fig. 
529,L 96 and 1 C, Boss 1993, 340 fig. 529,L 95; subtype unspecified 
Caere 4, 195 no. 2265; 238 no. 2845. Dressel 1 are well known in the 
territory of Caere: Enei 2001 tav. 49,5–7.

25	 C. Panella, Anfore. In: A. Carandini/C. Panella (eds.), Ostia II Le ter-
me del Nuotatore: scavo dell ambiente 1. Stud. Miscellanei 16 (Rome 
1970) 102–156; Empereur/Hesnard 1987, 33–35; J. Lund, Transport 

Some rim, handle and foot fragments belong to Aegean 
productions, four of which dating to the Republican period 
(fig. 6,48). A Rhodian handle fragment bears a stamp with 
the name of the magistrate and the month ΕΠÌ ΙÁΣΟΝ[OΣ] 
ΑΓΡΙΑΝÍΟΥ. The stamp dates to period VI, between the end 
of the 2nd and the beginning of the 1st century BC26. Another 
example is very similar to a Rhodian but is of different fabric 
(fig. 6,47). Other fragments attributable to the Aegean manu-
facture are of uncertain identification (fig. 6,50). The amphorae 
produced in the Aegean area were, until now, seen only spo-
radically at Caere and none has been reported in the territory.27

From the late Augustan age and during the reigns of Tibe-
rius and Claudius there was a phase of urban renovation in the 
central area of Caere. This first major project is the theatre. 
In the Vigna Marini-Vitalini the street pavement was raised 
and paved in the same period: two compacted sandy layers, 

Amphorae as Evidence of Exportation of Italian Wine and Oil to the 
Eastern Mediterranean in the Hellenistic Period. In: J. Lund/P. Pentz 
(eds.), Between Orient and Occident. Studies in Honour of P. J. Riis 
(Copenhagen 2000) 77–99.

26	 The Alexandrian Centre for Amphora Studies. Online database, 3 matri-
ces, inventory nos. ALEX ABC 0143.30, ALEX ABC 0143.33, CEALEX 
GAB 1025. – 108–80 BC in V. Grace, The Middle Stoa dated by amphora 
stamps. Hesperia 54, 1985, 42; Empereur/Hesnard 1987, 18–20; J.-Y. 
Empereur, Η χρoνoλόγηση των ρoδιακών αμφoρέων στην ελληνιστική 
περίoδo. In: B’ Eπιστημoνική Συνάντηση για την Eλληνιστική 
Kεραμεική. Χρoνoλoγικά πρoβλήματα της ελληνιστικής κεραμεικής. 
Πρακτικά, Ρόδoς 22–25 Mαρτίoυ 1989 (Aθήνα 1990) 199–209. – 107–86 
BC in G. Finkielsztejn, Chronologie détaillée et révisée des éponymes 
amphoriques rhodiens, de 270 à 108 av. J.C. environ. Premier bilan. BAR 
Internat. Ser. 990 (Oxford 2001) 196–197; S. J. Monachov, Rhodian 
amphoras. Developments in form and Measurements. In: V. Stolba/L. 
Hannestad (eds.), Chronologies of the Black Sea area in the period c. 
400–100 B.C. Black Sea Stud. 3 (Aarhus 2005) 69–95.

27	 Boss 1993, 340, fig. 528, no. L 92 and maybe Caere 4, 217 no. 2569; 
220 no. 2600; 230 no. 2745.

Fig. 4. Caere, Vigna Marini-Vitalini, Area 2, street C (Colivicchi et al. forthcoming).
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with a regular and level surface, have provided a great deal of 
material: the ceramic finds are for the most part amphorae and 
coarse ware. This material seems to have served as the latest 
surviving level of the road; some amphora necks embedded 
vertically in the ground may have functioned as drains28.

From the late 1st century BC, and in the 1st and 2nd centuries 
AD, the amphora most commonly found is the Dressel 2–4 
type, produced in various sites across the Mediterranean.29 In 

28	 Colivicchi et al. forthcoming.
29	 C. Panella/M. Fano, Le anfore con anse bifide conservate a Pompei: 

contributo a una loro classificazione. In: G. Vallet (ed.), Méthodes 
classiques et méthods formelles dans l’étude des amphores. Actes du 
Colloque de Rome, 27–29 Mai 1974. Collect. Ecole Française Rome 

the Vigna Marini-Vitalini there are many examples of Cam-
panian and Tyrrhenian provenance (fig. 6,38–40). Their high 
number depends in part on the distinctive the bifid handle that 
makes them easy to identify and in part on the popularity of this 
type when the site was abandoned. The type is also common 
in the Vigna Parrocchiale and the territory.30

There are also some examples of the Spello type from the 
Tiber Valley and North Etruria: four rim and neck fragments; 

32 (Roma 1977) 133–177; Panella 2001, 193–194; D. F. Williams/D. 
P. S. Peacock, The eruption of Vesuvius and Campanian Dressel 2–4 
amphorae (Oxford 2005).

30	 Boss 1993, 338 fig. 528,L 85.86.88; Caere 4, 231 fig. 114,2764.2765; 
243 no. 2922; Enei 2001 tav. 49,8–13.

Fig. 5. 28–35 Dressel 1 amphorae; 36–37 amphorae from Adriatic area (drawings by the author).
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two foot fragments31 (fig. 6,41–43). Four examples are of 
Sicilian production: a rim fragment Dressel 21–22 type 1a, 
perhaps from the Alcamo area, datable to the 1st century 
AD32 (fig. 2,12); two rims of Richborough type 527; the first 

31	 L. Cherubini/A. Del Rio, Officine ceramiche di età romana nell’Etruria 
settentrionale costiera. Impianti, produzione. Altrezzature. RCRF Acta 
35, 1997, 133–141; E. Lapadula, Le anfore di Spello nelle Regiones 
VI e VII. Papers British School Rome 65, 1997, 127–156.

32	 E. Botte, Le Dressel 21–22: anfore da pesce tirreniche dell’Alto Impe-
ro. In: S. Pesavento Mattioli/M.-B. Carre (eds.), Olio e pesce in epoca 
romana: produzione e commercio nelle regioni dell’Alto Adriatico. 

of type 1a, datable to between the second quarter of the 1st 
century BC and 14 AD33 (fig. 2,15), and the second of type 

Atti del convegno, Padova 16 febbraio 2007 (Roma 2009) 152–156; X. 
González Muro, Le anfore. In: D. Giorgetti/X. González Muro (eds.) 
Le fornaci romane di Alcamo. Rassegna di studi e ricerche 2006/2008. 
Catalogo dei materiali (Imola 2011) 99–116.

33	 P. Bougard, L’atelier de Potiers du Vallon de Portinenti (Lipari). Note 
préliminaire sur la production amphorique (Ier s. av. J.-C.–IIIe s. ap. 
J.-C.). In: L. Bernabò Brea/M. Cavalier, Meligunìs Lipára X. Scoperte e 
scavi archeologici nell’area urbana e suburbana di Lipari (Roma 1994) 
273–303 fig. 2.

Fig. 6. 38–40 Dressel 2–4; 41–43 Spello amphorae; 44–45 amphorae from Adriatic area; 46–51 amphorae from Aegean 
area (drawings by the author).



294

Michele Scalici

1b, later in date34 (fig. 2,13); and finally a fragment near to 
the “flat bottom amphorae” which may have been produced 
in more than one area on the island35 (fig. 2,14). From the 

34	 E. Botte, Les amphores de Lipari découvertes dans la tannerie de Pom-
péi. In: P. Borgard/J. P. Brun/M. Picon (eds.), L’Alun de Méditerranée. 
Colloque. International. Collect. Centre Jean Bérard 23 (Naples 2005) 
197–199.

35	 Type Ostia II, 523; Panella 1973, 472; A. Ollà, Dal mare di Sant’A-
lessio (ME). Un recupero di anfore da trasporto. Stud. Ant. 10, 1997, 
225–230; id., La produzione di anfore vinarie a Naxos (III a.C.–V 
d.C.). In: M. C. Lentini (ed.), Naxos romana e bizantina 2001: Naxos 
di Sicilia in età romana e bizantina ed evidenze dai Peloritani. Catalogo 
della Mostra (Bari 2001) 47–60; F. Muscolino, Anfore proto-imperiali 

Adriatic area are two neck fragments of Dressel type 6A36 
(fig. 6,44); one rim fragment of Dressel type 6B37 (fig. 6, 45) 
and a neck fragment of the Forlimpopoli type38 (fig. 5,37). 
All of the types listed above were not previously known at 
Caere and its territory.

dall’area portuale di Naxos: l’inizio della produzione di anfore nassie a 
fondo piano. In: M. C. Lentini (ed.), Naxos di Sicilia: l’abitato coloniale 
e l’arsenale navale. Scavi 2003–2006 (Messina 2009) 111–133.

36	 Panella 2001, 195.
37	 Ibid.
38	 Type D, late 2nd century AD, T. Aldini, Nuovi dati sulle anfore foropo-

piliensi. Stud. Romagnoli 40, 1989, 348–418.

Fig. 7. 52–57 Gallic amphorae; 58–68 Iberian amphorae (drawings by the author).
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A small number of rims and feet are attributable to Gallic 
amphorae: two rim fragments belong to type G4, and a third 
is doubtful (fig. 7,52–54), two to type G339 (fig. 7,55–56). 
There are also two feet of Gallic amphorae (fig. 7,57). Gallic 
amphorae were previously known in the territory of Caere 
but not in urban context40.

Iberian amphorae were produced above all in Hispania 
Baetica between the end of the 1st century BC and the 1st–2nd 
centuries AD. Four rims belong to the group Dressel 7–11 
(fig. 7,58–60), three to types Beltran IIA and B (fig. 7,64–66), 
one to types Dressel 8 (fig. 7,61), Dressel 12 (fig. 7,62), 
Haltern 70 (fig. 7,63) and Dressel 20 (fig. 7,67). Less certain 
is a rim which seems also to belong to the Dressel group 
7–1141. A rim of Dressel 14 similis comes from Hispania 
Lusitania42 (fig. 7,68). These amphorae contained various 
products: garum, oil, salted foods, defrutum. The Spanish 
amphorae found in the Vigna Marini-Vitalini were found for 
the most part in the pavement of street C, of the Augustean–
Julio-Claudian period, and in the fill of the subterranean room 
E1, deposited before the 2nd century AD (fig. 8).

Instead of Vigna Marini-Vitalini, very few fragments of 
Spanish amphorae Dressel 7–11 come from the Vigna Par-
rocchiale43. The type Haltern 70 is also attested in the wreck 

39	 F. Laubenheimer/A. Schmitt, Amphores vinaires de Narbonnaise: 
production et grand commerce: création d’une base de données géo
chimiques des ateliers. Travaux Maison Orient 51 (Lyon 2009).

40	 Enei 2001 tav. 50,11–15.
41	 M. Beltrán Lloris, Las ánforas romanas en España (Zaragoza 1970); S. 

Martin-Kilcher, Die römischen Amphoren aus Augst und Kaiseraugst 
Ein Beitragzur römischen Handels- und Kulturgeschichte 1. Die südspa
nischen Ölamphoren (Gruppe I). Forsch. Augst 7 (Augst 1987); E. García 
Vargas, La producción de ánforas en la Bahía de Cádiz en época romana 
(siglos II a.C.–IV d.C.) (Ėcija 1998); L. Lagóstena, La producción de 
salsas y conservas de pescado en la Hispania romana (II a.C.–VI d.C.). 
Instrumenta 11 (Barcelona 2001); Panella 2001, 202–205. 

42	 Ânforas da Lusitânia: uma perspectiva. In: A. Alarcāo/F. Mayet (eds.), 
As ánforas Lusitanas: Tipologia, produção, comércio. Actas das jorna-
das de estudo realizadas em Conimbriga em 13 et 14 de Outobro 1988 
(Coimbra, Paris 1990) 37–63.

43	 Boss 1993, 340 fig. 529,L 98; Caere 4, 195 fig. 101,2266.

of dolii at Ladispoli44. Spanish amphorae are very attested 
in the countryside45.

A single example of rim identifiable as Tripolitana II 
attests to the importation of amphorae from North Africa in 
the same phase46 (fig. 3,23). These are not found at Vigna 
Parrocchiale, but are common in the territory, indicative of a 
longer human presence there than in the city itself47. Finally 
only two fragments of Cretan amphorae of Dressel type 43 
represent the Aegean area48 (fig. 6,46.49). These were already 
known at Vigna Parrocchiale49.

This evidence shows an almost uninterrupted use of the 
site from the institution of the Roman praefectura to the 
mid-Imperial era. Even though the inscriptions of the so-called 
“Hypogeum of Clepsina” show that the area was still in use 
in the early 3rd century AD, materials of this period are almost 
entirely absent in strata related to the usage and abandonment of 
the area. Even in superficial strata finds later than the first half 
of the 2nd century AD are minimal and of uncertain attribution.

I shall now return briefly to underground room E1, be-
cause its falling out of use is important for the dating of the 
last phases of life in the area (fig. 8). Its fill appears to be 
a deliberate deposit, containing an architectural terracotta, 
lamps, terracotta votives, miniature ceramic vessels, glass and 
thin-walled unguentaria, and a great quantity of fragments of 

44	 P. Gianfrotta/A. Hesnard, Due relitti augustei carichi di dolia. Quelli 
di Ladispoli e del Grand Ribaud D. In: El vi a l’antiguitat. Economia 
producció i commerç al Mediterrani occidental. I Colloqui d’arqueologia 
romana. Actes. Monogr. Badalonines 9 (Badalona 1987) 285–297; M. 
B. Carre, L’épave à dolia de Ladispoli (Etrurie méridionale). Etude des 
vestiges de la coque. Archaeonautica 11, 1993, 9–29; F. P. Arata, La nave 
dei dolia di Ladispoli: una storia italiana. Arch. Subacqueo 16, 2010, 2–4.

45	 Enei 2001 tav. 50,1–10.12–14.
46	 Panella 1973, 562–564; 628 fig. 21; Bonifay 2004, 89–92.
47	 Enei 2001.
48	 A. Marangou-Lerat, Le vin et les amphores de Créte: de l’époque 

classique à l’époque imperiale (Athens, Paris 1995); E. Portale/I. 
Romeo, Contenitori da trasporto. In: A. Di Vita (ed.), Gortina V.3. Lo 
scavo del pretorio (1989–1995) (Padova 2001) 260–410.

49	 Boss 1993, 338 fig. 528,L 87.

Fig. 8. Caere, Vigna Marini-Vitalini, Area 2, sunken room E1 (Colivicchi et al. forthcoming).
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Fig. 9. Amphorae frequencies by period
(illustration by the author).

amphorae, plain pottery, and tiles. As far as the fineware is 
concerned, the most recent find is a rim fragment of African 
Red Slip A of type Hayes 9. Among the amphorae are well 
represented the products of Baetica and Narbonensis. The 
latest are two rims of Beltran IIB that may be dated to the 2nd 
century AD, while the rest dates to the 1st century. 

The importation of African Red Slip into Italy began in the 
Flavian period and became significant from the second half 
of the 2nd century AD. It is therefore probable that the small 
quantity of ARS is indicative of a reduced inhabitation of the 
area. As far as the amphorae are concerned, the almost com-
plete absence of African containers and of Spanish amphorae 

of type Dressel 14, as well as the sporadic presence of type 
Dressel 20, which elsewhere are found in great number in the 
second half of the 2nd century AD, shows that there was a col-
lapse of amphora imports in the urban site. A different picture 
is visible in the territory, where African amphorae and other 
classes later than the mid-2nd century AD are well represented 
and a decline is seen only after the 5th century AD50.

The trends of amphorae imports at the site of Vigna Mari-
ni-Vitalini show the rise of different areas of the Mediterranean 
as producers of goods for the market (fig. 9). In the Archaic 
period are present products of Aegean, Western Greek, African, 
and Far Western manufacture in almost equal measure, but in 
the Republican period the majority of exchanges follow the 
Campania-Latium-Tuscany axis, supplemented by imports 
from Tunisia and, in limited quantity, from the Adriatic and 
the Aegean. From the Augustan period, goods came primarily 
from Spain and Italy, to a lesser degree from Gaul, while im-
ports from Africa and the Aegean are less numerous.
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